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PREFACE 

The object of this book is to give a short account of the 
Bantu dialect known as Lenje, and to supply the first steps to 
a fuller knowledge of it. 

Lenje is the name generally applied to the district of North- 
East Rhodesia traversed by the railway between the Kafuwe 
(Kafuu) river and Broken Hill, with its inhabitants (Walenje) 
and language (chilenje). To the North lie the Lamba, to the 
East the Lala (Maswaka), Soli, and Luano tribes. But it is 
with their neighbours on the West (Ila or Shukulumbwe) and 
South (Tonga), that the Lenje people are most allied in language, 
and with such aids as the Handbook of the Ila Language (by 
E. W. Smith: Frowde, 1907), and the widely known Com- 
parative Grammar of South African Bantu Languages (by 
J. Torrend, S.J., 1891), based as it is on Tonga, an elementary 
work on Lenje might perhaps seem superfluous, the more so 
as it is much indebted to both those books. The differences, 
however, of Lenje are considerable, both in Grammar and 
Vocabulary, and Tonga is a term which in its wider sense may 
be applied to a large group of dialects on the north bank of the 
Zambezi from Feira to Sesheke above the Victoria Falls, 
scarcely one of which has at present been made the subject of 
separate study. Thus a simple account of one of them, lying 
on the actual track of the railway, may be useful to missionaries, 
settlers, officials, and others, and serve the further purpose of 
an introduction to others of the group. 

The people of the Lenje district seem to have little tribal 
unity, and to be known among themselves by the names of 

A 2 
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4 PREFACE 

clan-divisions, preserving no doubt some minor varieties of 
speech. And the Lenje dialect called Chine Mukuni (i. e. the 
language of the chief Mukuni and his people) may be taken as 
representative, and is the subject treated in this book through- 
out, though without excluding some words and features found 
elsewhere in the Tonga group. Incidentally it furnishes an 
example of typical Bantu grammar, which, once known, may 
serve as a key to other dialects, and (like the Ila Handbook) 
assist a new-comer to dispense with at least the worst features 
of the jargon known as Kitchen Kaffir. 

Full and grateful acknowledgement is due to the Rev. Father 
Torrend, S.J., not only for the advantage of such common 
property of all students of Bantu as his Comparative Grammar 
already mentioned, but also for personal advice and encourage- 
ment, access to his stores of phonographic records and his 
transcriptions of them, and permission to make use or his 
labours. But it must be clearly understood that he is in no 
way responsible for the form of the present work, especially as 
regards spelling, nomenclature, and arrangement, or for the 
treatment of his materials in the vocabulary or elsewhere. 
The compiler's obligations to Mr. Smith's Handbook of Ila 
must also be here expressed, its detailed study of the verb and 
general completeness making it specially valuable for purposes 
of comparison. 

The Tonga of the Middle Zambezi, referred to above, 
must be distinguished from the Tonga on the west side of 
Lake Nyasa, and also from the Tonga in the neighbourhood 
of Delagoa Bay. 

A. C. MADAN. 
MoMBosHi, N.-W. Rhodesia, 
Jan,^ 1908. 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Lenje dialect has all the usual characteristics of other 
dialects of the Bantu family of speech, and its grammar can be 
treated under the divisions and terms commonly used in grammars 
ancient and modern, i. e. Nouns, Adjectives, Pronouns, Verbs, 
Adverbs, Conjunctions, Prepositions, and Interjections ; also Num- 
bers, Persons, Moods, Tenses, &c. 

2. A leading characteristic is the system of Concord, i. e. the 
system by which adjectives and verbs are brought into grammatical 
agreement with nouns. All nouns in Bantu fall into definite 
groups . or classes, distinguished by prefixes about sixteen in 
number, and either the same or a corresponding prefix is used at the 
beginning of all adjectives and verbs agreeing with any given noun. 
This is a universal rule. Hence all correct speaking of Bantu must 
begin with a knowledge of the prefixes of nouns. 

8. A simple example, anticipating what will be explained here- 
after, is as follows : — 

ChintUy meaning * thing ' in Lenje and other dialects, consists of 
the prefix chi-^ and the root syllable -ntu ; and the prefix chi^ of the 
noun chintu is repeated with all adjectives and verbs qualifying the 
noun. Thus — 

chi-ntu (thing) chi-lya (that), that thing. 

chi-ntu chi'lya chi-li (is) chi'ftene (big), that thing is big. 

chi-ntu ch-angu (my) cha-ibota^ my thing is good. 
Similarly with the plural prefix shi^ : — 

shi-ntu shi'lyaj those things, &c. 

The same root -ntu also takes the prefix mu-^ and then means 
* person ', and the concord-prefixes vary accordingly : — 

mu-ntu U'iya u-li mu-nene^ that person is big. 

mu-ntu w-ake (his) w-aya (is gone). 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PART I, GRAMMAR 

CHAPTER I 

LENJE AS WRITTEN 

4. Lenje words are here written, as far as possible, phonetically, 
i.e. as pronounced, by using the English alphabet in accordance 
with a few necessary rules ; and each group of sounds pronounced 
together as parts of a whole, and forming a word, is written sepa- 
rately, as a word. This system, without pretending to scientific 
precision, seems the plainest guide for Englishmen in getting to 
speak, write, and understand a Bantu dialect. The phonograph is 
the simple and sufficient resource for the exact study of phonology, 
and removes the necessity for elaborate description of sounds in an 
elementary handbook. One common sound in Lenje seems to 
require a distinct sign, viz. *& (see below, §§ 9-10). 

6. I. Vowels, «, ^, /, Oy u. 

These are used as in Southern Europe. 

a for the sound of a \n father, 

e „ a mfate, 

i „ ee mfeet, 

o „ ou\n ought, 

u . „ 00 in root. 

When an accent does not fall on them, they are also pronounced 
as xnfatypet^pity not ^ full. 

e. When two vowels are written together, they are pronounced 
separately, not as forming a single long sound or diphthong. 

7. The following rule as to contraction of vowels is general and 
important : — 

a with a forms a long a (kambo^ for ka-ambo), 
a with e or / forms e {wesa^ for wa-isa). 
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LENJE AS WRITTEN 9 

a with ooT u fonns o {koya, for ka^^ya). 

aku, ekUy is contracted to {ntoya, for ntekuyd^, 

Uf before a, e, t, u, inclines to ^, with o forms a long o^ 

i, before another vowel, inclines to^, or (when short) is dropped. 

8. 2. Consonants. 

ly dyfy hy j\ ky /, w, «, /, T, Syty Vj TV, Zy 2iX^ uscd as in English, 
subject to the explanations following : — 

g is used as in go, not as in gem, 

s is used as in sad, not as in rise. 

chy sh are used as in English, and zh for the sound of j in plea- 
sure. They are often followed by a faint j^-sound. 

/ and r are, as a rule, interchangeable sounds, and / is commonly 
adopted in this book. 

n^ is used for the sound of those consonants followed by a 
slight check, as after the first ng in singing. 

c, q, and x are not required in writing Lenje, and h only in the 
combinations ch, sh, zh, and z, zh rarely. 

9. It is important to notice that, as in some other Bantu dialects, 
so in Lenje — 

(i) There is a common sound not used in English and therefore 
not easy at first to pronounce. It is here written *&, and may be 
described as a slightly explosive ze/-sound, or w modified by inclin- 
ing to a ^-sound, or sometimes to v. It corresponds to b in Tonga 
and Ila, and variously to b and v in other dialects. The difference 
of w and lh represents difference of meaning in many common 
words, e. g. ku-wa, to fall, ku^iha, to be, both being distinct from 
ku'ba, to steal. 

10. Common examples of the sound 'dj for study are plurals of 
nouns of the mu-lha class, e. g. ihantu ; the singular of nouns of 
the ihu class, e. g. ibuchi (honey), tbutbotu (goodness), the form 
of salute, mwatboueka or mwaihuka (how are you ?). 

11. (2) k and ch represent several varieties of sound, such as ^, 
gy, ty, dy, y, due partly to the sound, vowel or consonant, preced- 
ing or following it, partly to individual taste or habit. This variety 
of pronunciation seldom affects the meaning of words. 

12. (3) The sound n involves a series of phonetic changes, 
according to the sound, vowel or consonant, with which it is asso* 
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lo LENJE GRAMMAR 

ciated in forming words. Three important Cftses in which these 
changes occur are — 

(a) «, as prefix of nouns (§§ 36-7). 

(3) n, as prefix of first person singular of verba (§§ no, tii). 

(c) n, as representing ni, which is largely used in Bantu as a 
copula, * is, are \ and also as a prefix (of emphasis or predica- 
tive) of demonstrative and other adjectives (§ 125). 

18. As a rule, the principal changes are as follows :— 

n is represented by m (inclining to /w, not um) before /, ^,/, v, 
m\ hy ng before a^ o^u; by nj or ny before e and /. It is 
often dropped before >&, j, /. 

n with / forms nd; n with «/, mb. 

14. The key to these changes is ease of pronunciatloni regard 
being had to the exact character of the sounds affected by n^ especi- 
ally the initial vowelf of verb-roots (§ in). 

16. Accent and intonation can only be learnt accurately by ear. 
The general rule is, that the chief accent falls on the last syllable 
but one. But prominence is often given to another syllable, which 
(for whatever reason) to the native mind requires it, by a distinct 
stress, which affects but does not annul the usual accent. In some 
cases the gain is obvious in clearness of meaning. The addition of 
an enclitic syllable, such as -ko^ -mo^ -wo at the end of a verb, is 
another cause of change, by drawing the regular accent forward. 
Moreover, in ordinary rapid speech, the final vowel of a verb often 
contracts with a vowel following, and this contraction takes the 
accent. 

16. Unlike many dialects, Lenje admits of many monosyllabic 
words, e. g. ma^ ta, no^ pte^ we, te, ndo, ku, &c. 

CHAPTER II 

NOUNS 

17. Nouns in Lenje, as in other Bantu dialects, have distinctive 
prefixes, i. e. letters or syllables placed before the root. 

18. These prefixes (i) divide all nouns into groups or classes, 
(2) show the number (singular or plural) of most nouns, (3) require 
the same or a corresponding prefix in all adjectives and verbs used 
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NOUNS It 

to qualify a noun. They are called Classifiers or Class-prefixes, 
and the corresponding syllables marking grammatical concord are 
called Concord-prefixes. Gender and case are not indicated by 
any change of form in the noun itself. 

19. The classifiers are thirteen in number : — 

Sing, mu^ chi^ ka^ /', lu^ ihu^ ku, 
Plur. iba^ mi, shi, tu, ma. 
Sing, and plur. n, 

20. Nouns may be arranged in the following classes, distinguished 
by the pair of prefixes marking the singular and plural, with an 
additional class of expressions used as nouns, formed with the 
prefixes, commonly locative in meaning, kuy mu, a {or pa). 



Class. 


Prefixes. 


21. I. 


Mu, Jp'a. 


2, 


Mu, Mi, 


3- 


Chi, Shi, 


4- 


Ka, Tu, 


h- 


N,N{Shi), 


6. 


Lu,N{Ma\ 


7- 


Jpu, Ma {N). 


8. 


Li, Ma, 


9- 


Ku, Ma, 


ID. 


Ku, Mu, A (h 



Example. 




Sing, mu-ntu (person). Plur. ita-ntu, 
mu-shi (village). mi-shi. 
chi-ntu (thing). shi-ntu. 
ka-tnbo (saying). tw-ambo. 
ng'anda (house, houses). 
lU'imbo (song). ny-imbo, 
iJbu-ta (bow). ma-ta. 


li-se (hoe). 
ku-twi (ear). 


ma-se. 
mortwi. 



22. These classes (with some variations and disguises) are trace- 
able in Bantu dialects generally, and also in some of them a' dis- 
tinctive general meaning. (See Notes on Classes, §§ 26-53.) As the 
order is arbitrary, it is convenient to refer to them as the mu-tjua 
class, chi-shi class, and so on. 

28. The class-prefixes are also in Lenje the concord-prefixes, 
i. e. they form the first syllable of all adjectives and verbs agreeing 
with nouns, and also of the important variable preposition -a (of), 
with the foUowing exceptions : — 

(i) mm a class-prefix is dropped in the concord-prefix, i.e. mu, 
mi, ma become u, i, a, except only in adjectives proper (§ 59). 

(2) N (Class 5) is represented by / in the singular, shi in the 
plural. 

24. In both exceptions, it is a nasal {m, n) sound which dis- 
appears. Mu in Class 10 is not strictly a class-prefix (§ 50), and is 
not subject to the above change. 
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12 LENJE GRAMMAR 

26. In all the prefixes, the vowel is liable to changes when 
followed by another vowel. The general rule for these changes, 
and for the A^ of Class 5, is given (§§ 7, 13), and examples of each 
class of nouns will be found in the Vocabulary (Lenje-English) 
under the prefix of the singular. Examples of concord are contained 
in the Tables (§§ loo-ioi). Certain exceptions are mentioned in 
the following notes. 



Notes on the Classes. 

26. Class i. Prefixes. Class : Sing. Mu-. Plur. iP'a. 

Concord : Mu, «. Wa, 

Mu-ntu (person) u-lya (that) u-li (is) mu-nene (big). 
IVa-ntu iha'lya tjba-li iba-nene. 
Of these prefixes, mu is not distinctive as a class-prefix. It is 
not always used in Class i, and belongs also to Class 2. 

27. It is characteristic of Class i that it includes objects highest 
in natural order, i. e. persons. Hence most nouns denoting per- 
sons, whatever their prefix in the singular, take the plural and 
concord-prefixes of this class, and also many other nouns denot- 
ing living creatures and even some inanimate objects, such objects 
being in a degree (for whatever reason) * personified ' or raised in 
the scale of dignity and importance. Thus the plural iha is some- 
times used with nouns of other classes to express unusual size or 
quantity. 

28. Personal pronouns take the concord-prefixes of Class i, and 
nouns beginning with ski-, mushi-y and »^-, when denoting persons. 

29. Class 2. Prefixes. Class : Sing. Mu. Plur. Mu 

Concord : Mu^ u, Mi^ i. 

Mu-shi (village) u-lya (that) u-li (is) mu-nene (big). 
Mi'shi i-lya i-li mi-nene, 

30. This class includes characteristically objects of the second 
rank in natural order, such as trees and plants generally, but also 
many others. And many nouns of other classes, by taking the pre- 
fixes of this class instead of their own, gain an idea of size, quantity, 
or importance. Thus these prefixes are often augmentative. 
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81. Class 3. Prefixes. Class : Sing. Chu Plur. Shi. 

Concord : (the same). 
Chi-niu (thing) chi-lya (that) chi-li (is) chi-nene (big). 
Shi-^tu ski'lya shi-li skv-nene. 
The ^:^-sound in chi is variously pronounced (see § 11), and often 
k is used. 

32. This may be called the class of the particular or concrete (as 
compared with Class 7 of the general or abstract), and peculiar. 
It includes a laige range of objects, which possess or acquire a 
distinctive character in this class, — ^particular places, instruments, 
actions, things peculiar in kind, quality, or condition, e. g. specially 
large, small, strange, familiar, pleasmg, disgusting, and so on. (See 
Vocabulary, nouns beginning with ch-^ 

38. With this general idea may be connected the use of chi- 
(i) occasionally as a prefix of verbs, when the subject is of another 
class, e.g. ibantu chayoboloka, people assembled — of a large or 
special meeting ; (2) often with a descriptive and adverbial meaning. 
Thus chi-lenje means {a) something (especially language) of the 
Lenje kind, e. g. nchi chilenje^ this is Lenje style ; or (b) in the 
Lenje way, e. g. kuamba chilenje, to speak like a Lenje ; (3) prefixed 
to a verb-root, to form an adverb (cf. § 231). 
84. Class 4. Prefixes. Class : Sing. ka. Plur. Tu. 

Concord : (the same). 
Ka-mbo (saying) ka-lya (that) ka-^li (is) ka-nene (great). 
Tw-ambo tu-lya tu-li tu-nene. 

86. The general meaning attached to these prefixes is diminutive, 
and nouns of other classes taking these instead of, or in addition to, 
their own become diminutives, i. e. express smallness in size, quality, 
or importance. Ka is one of the prefixes used with adjectival roots 
to form adverbs (§ 231). 

36. Class 5. Prefix. Class : Sing, and Plur. N. 
Concord : Sing. /. Plur. ski, 
N^^anda (house) i-lya (that) /-// (is) i-nene (big). 
N^-anda shi-lya shi-li shi-nene, 

87. The rules for changes connected with « (§ 13) account for 
some nouns in this class beginning with w, nj\ ng, ny, nd^ mb^ i. e. 
varying according to the first letter of the root-syllable. Some also 
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begin with k,s,i\ n being dropped before these consonants^ and 
sometimes before /and p, 

38. When it is important to distinguish the number, shi is some- 
times used as the plural prefix^ or tna (to express size or quantity), 
and lu as the singular. 

89. Class 6. Prefixes. Class : Sing. Lu. Plur. N (or Ma), 
Concord : Lu, Shi (or A), 

Lu'imbo (song) lu-lya (that) lu-U (is) lu-lhotu (good). 
Ny-imbo shi-lya shi-li shi-lbotu, 

40. The plural prefix ma is used occasionally with this class 
as well as Classes 7 and 5, and regularly with Classes 8 and 9. 
Thus it is the prefix most generally used as plural. 

41. Class 7. Prefixes. Class : Sing. Wu, Plur. Ma (or N), 

Concord: Wu, A {ox Sht), 

l4^U'ta (bow) ihu-lya (that) ibu-li (is) tbu-nene (big). 
Ma-ta a-lya a-li a-nene, 

42. This class includes many words with abstract meaning and 
no plural (cf. Class 3, § 32). 

43. l^u is the prefix used to describe a country, e. g. l^ulenje^ 
the Lenje district ; JVutwa, the marsh region in which the Ivatwa 
live. 

44. Wu is also used (i) like cht^ with adjectival roots and verbs, 
as an adverbial prefix, and especially with pronouns, e. g. ibuihotu^ 
rightly, tbulila, crying, tjbuwOy thus (§ 231) ; (2) as a conjunction, 
as, if, &c. (§ 241). Thus it indicates sort, kind, manner, func- 
tion, &c. 

46. Class 8. Prefixes. Class : Sing. Li, Plur. Ma. 
Concord: Li, A, 

Li'Se (hoe) li-lya (that) //-// (is) li-nene (big). 
Ma-se a-lya a-li, a-nene, 

46. The i of the prefix li is always long, and preserved as / or^ 
before vowels. Li is often dropped, and the root then appears as 
the singular form of this class, especially with nouns beginning with 
py Sy and /. 

47. Li is the prefix of lisua, sun, day, and is used in Lenje and 
other dialects in particles denoting time (§§ 95, 231). 
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48. Class 9. Prefixes. Class ; Sing. Ku. Plur. Ma, 

Concord: Ku, A. 

Ku'twi (ear) ku-lya (that) ku^i (is) ku-nene (big). 
Ma-twi a-lya a-li a^nene, 

49. This class in any dialect appears to contain only a few special 
words, in addition to the infinitive, or verb-nouns, which have no 
plural form. 

Kutwiy ear ; maiwi, 
Kwapay armpit ; mapa, 

60. Class 10. Ku^ Mu^ A {Wa, Pa). 

This class includes expressions formed with the prefixes Ku, Mu, 
A, often equivalent to nouns, and adjectives and verbs qualifying 
such expressions take Ku, Mu, and A as corresponding prefixes 
of concord. These prefixes aie widely used in Bantu dialects. 
They are not strictly classifiers, but prefixed to them, i. e. to 
nouns in their class-forms, not to roots except in a few common 
adverbial expressions (§ 229). Either as separate words, or in com- 
bination, they serve as pronouns, adverbs, conjunctions, and pre- 
positions. 

61. Though commonly called locative, they are not limited to 
place, but are descriptive, being used also of time and circum- 
stances generally, but with a broad distinction of meaning through- 
out. All may be commonly translated by, at, to, from, but are 
used — 

(i) ku, as indicating circumstances, surroundings, environment : 
i.e. 'about.' 

(2) mu, internal position : in, within. 

(3) a, actual position or place : at. 

Thus, used with the word mushi, village, kumushi would com- 
monly refer to the village as a whole, its neighbourhood, surround- 
ings, and condition ; mumuski to the interior of the village ; antushi 
to the village itself as a place. And such expressions are 
common, as 
kumushi uku kuli kwibotu, this village is a nice one, in general 
condition, surroundings, circumstances, gardens, inhabi- 
tants, &c. 
mung^anda mulya mwashiya^ the inside of that house is dark. 
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52. These prefixes are not so closely attached to nouns, that the 
nouns themselves lose all grammatical independence. Thus, 
mwana a munganda imbi^ the child of (in) another house, can be 
used as well as a munganda mumbi. 

53. Though a is common, pa is also often used for clearness (a 
representing other meanings besides place, see Vocabulary), and 
also wa. Thus when a nasal (m) precedes, the form is mpa (n^a) 
or mda (n-wa). 

Formation of Nouns. 

64. Lenje does not appear to draw largely on the abundant 
resources of Bantu speech, available for the formation of nouns of 
different form and meaning from a common root. The Vocabulary 
will supply instances of some of them, as (e. g.) follows. 

55. (i) Noun-roots used in different classes (and particularly in 
Classes 2, 3, 4, and 6, which are especially Descriptive Classes) 
with corresponding difference of meaning, e.g.-^ 

chisamOy musamOy kasamo, 

fikuku, munkukUy kankukUy iJbunkuku, 

mutwiy chitwiy kutwi, 

luweshi, muweshiy chiweshi, kaweshu 

56. (2) Adjective-roots used with prefixes ka and ibu^ to form 
adverbs or abstract nouns, e. g. — 

muibotUy a good person. 
katjbotu, a good thing. 
ibuibotUy goodness. 

67. (3) Verb-roots, each of the various stems used to supply 
nouns denoting 

{a) persons, with (i) mu- prefix, and -a, -/, or --shi as ending ; 

or (2) U" (sing.), iba- (plur.), e.g. mulema, mulimi, mufashi^ 

mwembeshi, wishi {ibeshi), utepu 
(6) actions, things, instruments, places, with prislfixes cht^ or 

chakuy and as endings -<?, -^, -shi^ sho, e.g. chelo, chifuniko, 

chisambilOy chilyOy chakuliay ckakulapwita mulilOy chilanga, 

chinunka. 

68. The prefixes shi-^ mushi-, na- are also used to distinguish 
(chiefly) persons, and as such supply nouns of Class i, whether 
formed from other nouns, or from infinitives, or infinitival expres- 
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sions. Hence nouns such as shing'angay a doctor, mushimpongo, 
a goatherd, and even tnushikundelelako mwana^ i. e. a person to 
nurse my child for me. 
{c) the simple idea of the verb, with the infinitive prefix ku-y e.g. 
. kusuna, loving, love. 
kupata^ hating, hate. 
kuswa, departure. 
kulwanay fighting, quarrel. 
kona^ sleeping, sleep, lying down. 

CHAPTER III 

ADJECTIVES AND NUMERALS 

69. Adjectives may be classed as (i) Proper, (2) Numeral, 
(3) Pronominal (§ TJ), Adjectives proper, i. e. words only used as 
such, are not numerous. They consist of a root-syllable or syllables, 
with the concord-prefix required by the noun which they qualify. 
This prefix is the same as the class-prefix, except (i) in the N- class, 
in which / is the concord-prefix singular, and shi plural (§ 23) ; 
(2) in a few important adjectives noted below (§ (>i), 

60. Thus an adjective with the root -nene may occur in any of 
the following forms : — 

mu-nene, iba-nene, mi-nene, chi-nene, shinene, ka^nen^, tu-nene, 
i-nenef lu-nene^ ttu-nene, fna-nene, kunene, anene, 

61. As a rule, the adjective follows* the noun which it quali- 
fies, e.g. 

ibantu ibanency big men. 
ng*anda inene^ a large house. 

62. The following are some common adjectives : — 
-neney big. -ngi^ -nji, many, 

-niniy little, few. -lamfu, long, high, distant. 

'kuluy old, powerful. -fwifwiy short, low, near. 

'pia^ 'pya, new. -umiy living, sound. 

'Chey young, weak. -fuy dead. 

'ibotUy good, nice. -kaliy fierce, severe. 

'iney good, true. -inuy fat, sleek. 



"ihiy 'tbitbiy bad, ugly. 
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63. The following adjectives take the same concord-prefixes as 
pronouns and verbs (§ 23), and are often used as pronouns, i.e. 
without a noun, when it is easily understood : — 

'Ons£y all. 

-mwii one, some, another (of same sort). 
-mbi^ another (different). 
-enkay alone, single, exceptional. 
-eche^ self, actual, very. 
'ine^ self, very (cf. -ine^ above). 
For examples of adjectival Concords, see Table, § 100. 

64. Used as predicates, i. e. in making a statement, adjectives 
proper are used (i) alone, or (2) with a connecting word meaning 
* is, are *. This word may be (i) a tense-form of the verb //, * be,* 
(§ 220), or (2) niy * is, are,' sometimes in the form j, commonly as 
n only, prefixed (with the usual changes, § 13) to the adjective. 

Thus, * the oxen are big * may be expressed by ng'ombe shinene^ 
shili shinene, nshinene^ i shinene, ni shinene. 

66. Degrees of comparison (-er, -esty more, most) are not dis- 
tinguished by change in the adjective, but by mode of expression. 
Mere emphasis is sufficient to add the idea of ^ more, most ', or the 
second of two things compared may be preceded by a negative, or 
by kuli, * compared with, rather than,' or by kuyinda^ * exceeding, 
more than.' 
Thus, * he is taller than I, the tallest,' may be translated by 
ngu mulamfuy he is the tall (taller, tallest) one. 
ngu mulamfUy neiho too, he is tall, not I. 

kuli neibOy compared with me. 
kuyinda neiboy more than I. 

66. A high degree may be expressed by doubling the adjective 
or root, ngu mulamfu'lamfu^ or by adding kuyinda shonse^ * more 
than all.' 

67. The place of adjectives is filled by using— 

(i) The preposition -a * of, with the proper concord-prefix of the 
noun preceding, and followed by a noun or Infinitive Mood. Thus — 
linga lya shisamo, a wooden palisade. 
kembe ka chela^ an iron axe. 
muntu wa kufula^ a blacksmith. 
mwaka wa kutanguna^ the first year. 
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68. (2) Verbs. In general, any tense-form of the indicative mood 
can be as a relative expression, i.e. as if preceded by * who, which ', 
and so as equivalent to an adjective. As there are many tenses 
(Table, § 125), there is a great variety of possible adjectives, each 
conveying a different shade of meaning according to the tense used. 
(§ I37» for notes on the meaning of the tenses). 

69. The most common verb-forms used adjectivally are the 
aorist tenses, i. e. the root, simple or modified, (nreceded by person- 
prefix only, or with the tense-signs -«- or -/^jj-, or -// (see Tenses, 
§§ 127-155)- 

70. Thus, *a heavy load' may be rendered by an adjective, 
mukuli mulemUy or by the verb-forms, ulema, ulemene, walema^ 
ulcUemay ulilemene. And another series of expressions for ' light, 
not heavy' may be formed by using corresponding negative forms 
of the verb. Other examples are as follows :— 

muntu utalimiy an idle man ; utambi^ a dumb man, mute. 

A man of intelligence may be described as muntu wishi^ weshi, 
ulishiy uchishi\ a dead man as, mufuy ufwa (mortal), wafwa^ 
ulafwa^ ufwite (dead for some time), ulifwite (dead a long time), 
wakafwa (who has died). 

A mastery of such varied resources can of course only be acquired 
by experience. 

* Having, possessing' may be expressed by the adjective -ine or 
the verb //, or //' a (be with) : e. g. chinyama chili (or, chili « , or 
child) iboya^ a small furry animaL 



Numerals. 

71. Numeral adjectives take the concord-prefixes of the pronouns 
and verbs (§ 23). 

72. The only common numeral adjectives are : — 

"omwe (with stress on last syllable), one. 

'OwilOy two. 

-otatwcy three. 

-onney four (with a stress on ne\ 

'Osanwe^ fiv^. 

B2 
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Counting being done on the fingers, passage to the second hand 
is marked by 

mwaya (or way a) munwe (or omwe)y six. 

'Owiloy or iwili (i. e. minwe) seven. 
'Otatwe, or itatwe, eight, 
'Onney or inne, nine. 
(mwaya munwe means, * you pass to (another) finger/ and the 
initial o of these adjectives points to their composition of the pre- 
position -« * of *, and abstract nouns of the Wu (or U) class, i.e. 
muntu omwe^ for muntu wa umwe^ or umu) 
kumiy ten, is a noun (for likumi\ plur. makumt)^ used as a noun 

or adjective. 
makumi owilOy twenty. 
mwanda^ or makumi na makumi, a. hundred. 

73. The series (common in other dialects, with '•mo, -mosi for 
-mwi), -mwiy 'Wtli, -tatu^ -nne, -sanu, appears to be also used when 
number is mentioned incidentally and without special importance. 
In abstract counting, one, two, three may be represented by 
komwe, towilOy totatwe, &c. 

74. Ordinal Adjectives. 

-a kutanguna, -a kuyamba, ^a kutalika, -tanshi, first. 
-a kowilo, or -a kuckaliia (* following '), second. 
-a kotatwe, third, 
-a konne, fourth, 
-a kosanwe, fifth. 
'a kuya munwe (or omwe), sixth. 
„ „ yowilo, seventh (and so on). 
"a kwela, *a kumana, chela, last. 



75. Interrogative Adjective, -ongaye ? how many ? 



76. Numeral Adverbs. 

komwe, once. 

iowilo, a second time, twice, again. 
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tuwiliy twice, two times, again, often« 
iotatwe, thrice, a third time. 
tutatu^ three times, 
and so on. 

For Tables of Concords, see §§ loo, loi. 



CHAPTER IV 

PRONOUNS 

77. Under Pronouns are here included those known as Personal, 
Possessive, Demonstrative, Interrogative, Relative, and Reflexive — 
that is. Pronouns, and Pronominal Adjectives and Adverbs. 

I. Personal. 

78. The chief independent form is : — 

Sing. I. nelbo^ I. Plur. I. sweibo, 

2. we^Oy you. 2. mweibo. 

3. welhoy he, she. 3. ihatho. 

79. A shorter form is also used :— 

Sing. I. me^ I. Plur. I. swe^ we. 

2. we^ you. 2. mwe^ you. 

3. we^ he, she. 3. ihe^ they. 

80. Oy nOf are vocative forms of second person sing, and plur., 
e. g. no ibanangUy you my children. 

81. The plural of these pronouns is always used for the singular 
in courteous address or reference, i.e. to a chief, superior, or stranger. 
They all take the concord-prefixes of Class I, e.g. nelho muneney 
I am big ; we wathotay he is good. 

82. Both forms of pronoun are used also in various combinations, 
meiJbo taking the place of nelJbo in the first person sing. 

(i) With ndiy or n: — 

Sing. I. ndimCy ndimetbo, Plur. l. ndiswey ndisweiho. 

2. ndiwcy mbe, 2. ndimwe. 

3. ndiwCy ngwe, 3. ndiibOy mbalbo. 
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83. These forms are (a) emphatic— (it is) I, you, &c. ; (d) used of 
the agent with a verb in the passive voice, ndi being also used as 
a preposition in this case ; e.g. shyaletwa ndime, they were brought 
by me. 

84. (2) With a, meaning *and, also' (conjunction) or *with' 
(preposition), e.g. ante, *and I, with me.' 

Sing. I. amCy anieibo, Plur. i. aswe^ asweibo. 

2. awe^ awelbo, 2. amwe, anwe^ anweiho, 

3. awcy awetjbo, 3. atjbe, aweijbo, 

85. (3) As enclitics prefixed to adjectives and verbs : — 
Sing. I. ne-mwine^l my s^M. Plur. i. suibene {soibene), 

2. 'We-mwine, 2. noibene, 

3. we-mwime^ 3. ibaibene. 

86. *To, from, near,' with a personal pronoun, is expressed by 
kuH or kwa^ e.g. kuli me^ to me ; kwa welbOy near you ; or by 
a tense of iba^ * be,* with ku prefixed. 

Sing. I. kumbete, i.e. kun-ibetey Plur. I. kututbete. 

where I am. 

2. kuibete, 2. kumwdfete, 

3. kutbefe. 3. kulbaibete^ 
corresponding negative forms being kushilbete^ kutoibete, &c 

87. The pronouns corresponding to me, we, &c., in the other 
classes, 2-10, meaning * it, they ', are given in Table § loi, in two 
series, one simple, viz. we, ye, che, she, &c. , and another emphatic, 
combined with n, viz. mbe, nje, nshe, &c. 

88. To these must be added two other series of pronouns formed 
by combining the concord-prefixes with the syllables ala , , • , o, 
a . . . . alo, e.g. alalo, alacho, aibalo, which may be translated * and 
it (they) ', * it (they) also,* but can often be left untranslated, e. g. 
tbantu aibo aibalo wesa, those people came ; ni mpaya yalo, it is 
a skin. (The initial a- in these forms appears to be the connective 
conjunction,) Sec Table, § loi. 

89. 2. Possessive (Adjectives). 
Sing. I. -angu, my. Plur. l. -esu, our. 

2. 'akoy your. 2. ^anu, your. 

3. 'okwe, his, her, its. 3. a'ibo, their. 
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80. With reference to persons, especially relations, the following 
are also used : — 

Sing. 2. -noko, Plur. 2. -nokwenu. 

3. -na^ -nina. 3. -nokwalho, 

3. Demonstrative (Adjectives). 

91. There are four series of Demonstrative Adjectives meaning 
* this ' or * that *, each series with twenty-one forms corresponding 
to different classes of Nouns, and most of these are also used in ' 
combination with ni (n), either (i) to express emphasis, or (2) to 
convey a statement. 

92. All are founded on the class-prefixes in their concord-forms 
(§ 23), and are formed by (a) prefixing its own vowel to each prefix, 
(d) altering the vowel of the prefix to -^, or {c) affixing -no or (d) 
'fya, with the following general difference of meaning : — 

(a) ' this *, of what is near, in fact or in thought, to the speaker ; 
(^) * this ' or * that ', of what is comparatively near, or in middle 

distance, near a person addressed, or lately referred to and 

still in mind ; 

(c) ' this ' or * that ', as (a) or (d) ; 

(d) * that ', of what is remote from both, distant, distinct. 

The various forms are given in the Table, § loi, and also some 
of the pronouns, of which two series often represent the Definite 
Article * the '. The nasalized («-) forms seem less used in Lenje 
than in neighbouring dialects. 

93. As a simple example, the demonstratives corresponding to 
a noun of the Chi- Class (3) in the singular may be given, e. g. 
chMu (thing). 

(chef it, pronoun referring to chiniu, 
[Hcke, also (with the adjective -ecAe) ncheche, emphatic,^ 
(it is) it, the very thing. 

cko, it, of something referred to or under notice. 

ncho, it. 
iichi, this. 
\njicht, (it is) this. 
{tcho, this, that. 
\njiehOy (it is) this, that. 
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(chinOf this, that. 
nchinOf (it is) this, that 
ichilya^ that. 
nchifya, (it is) that 
(achalOy it, and it, it alsa 
alacho, „ „ „ 

94. These demonstratives are common and important, and often 
used in such combinations as : — 

ko kulya nko kuli thata nkweche, that there it is there that my 
father is, the very place. 

mbo mbata mbeche^ that is my father himself. 

Those corresponding to Class 7, sing. {ihu\ and Class lo (ku^ 
muy a) are especially common as adverbs, locative and general 

96. 4. Interrogative (Adverbs and Adjectives). 

Who ? want? (sing.), ibani ? (plur.). Who is it ? ngani f Who 
are you ? ndiwanif 

What ? chinshi f What is it ? nchinshi, tnbuyani f 

Where ? kuli {mult, alt) f Also, ku^ mu, (p)a ? 

When? ///// At what time? lisua lilif On what day? lisua 
Unship shikunshi f 

How ? tbuyaniy mbuyani^ chinshi^ -ski (affixed to verbs) ? How 
do you do ? mwaiboneka ? mwaibuka ? ibuyani f 

Why? chinshi f nchinshi? cheibo chinshi f cheibonshif 

Which? (adj.)-^^z.? 

What, of what sort? -shi^ 'nyantanshif -a ibuyani t 

Whose? -a wanif 

Of what tribe (clan) ? mwinenshif plur. ibenenshif 

How many . . . ? -ongaye f 

5. Relative. 

96. No separate form of pronoun is used. Any verb-form (indi- 
cative mood) can be regarded as a relative clause, i.e. as having 
* who', * which,* preceding it, e.g. muntu uli munanda^ a man is in 
the house, or, who is in the house ? wajana ng^ombe shyafwa^ he 
found the oxen (they were) dead, (which) had died. 
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07. Sometimes a demonstrative is inserted for distinctness before 
a verb-form so used, and if * who *, * which ' would refer to the 
object of the verb, then the concord-prefix of the object is some- 
times transferred to the beginning of the verb from its usual place, 
e.g. these are the things which he brought, njishi shintu washileta, 
or shiwaleta. (Cf. §§ 129, 133, 135, and for further examples § 242.) 

98. After -// Uy meaning * have ', the concord-prefix is affixed to 
a, and the vowel changed to ^, e. g. shintu uli asAo, the things 
(which) you have (§ 222). 

6. Reflexive. 

99. The reflexive pronoun (self, selves, as the object of a verb) 
is //, placed immediately before the root, e.g. walijaya, he killed 
himself. 
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100. Table of 
Adjectives (Proper). 



Class. 

I. Mu, l^a 
tnuntu 
'djantu 




Con- Prefix 
cord- with 
prefix, niy n 

mu- (nt) mu- 
iba- mba- 


2. Mu, Mi 
tnushi 
mishi 




mu- 
mi- 


(nt) mu- 
{nt) mi- 


3. Chi, Shi 
chintu 
shintu 




chi- 
shi- 


(n)chi- 
(n)shi' 


4. Ka, Tu 

kambo 
twambo 




ka- 
tu- 


nka- 
ntu- 


n^anda 
n^anda 




i- 

shi- 


nji- 
(n)shi- 


6,Lu,Ni,Ma) 
luimbo 
nyitnbo 


lu- 
shi- 


ndu- 
{n)shi- 


7. ^u, Ma 
wuta 
mata 


W 


iSiu- 
ma- 


mbu- 
(ni) ma- 


8. Li, Ma 

Use 




li- 


ndi- 


tnase 




ma- 


(ni) ma- 


9. Ku, Ma 

kutwi 
matwi 




ku- 
tna- 


nku- 
(ni) tna- 


ID. Ku, Mu, 
ku- 


{F)a 


ku- 


nku- 


mu- 




mu- 
(P)a. 


mu- 
mpa- 



-nene, -ibotu, -ngi, -ine, 

great good many right 

munene mudfotu mwine 

ibanetu itfawotu 'dfangi ibene 



mutune mwdfotu mivine 

minene miibotu min^ mine 



chittette chiibotu chine 

shituru shiibotu shingi shitu 



katietie kaibotu kene 

tuttette tuwotu tungi twitu 



inene iwotu ine 

shinene shiibotu shingi shine 



luttene luibotu Iwitie 

shinetie shiibotu shingi shitu 



ihunetu ibuibotu ibutu 

tnatutte maibotu mangi mette 

linene liibotu line 

manene maibotu mangi mene 

kutune kuibotu kwiru 

tnattette maibotu mangi mette 



kututie ktdtotu kungi kwine 
muttette muibotu mungi mwitu 
(J>)anetu (p)atbotu {p)angi (f)ene 
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Concords. (For Pronouns, see Table, § loi.) 

Adjectives (Pronominal; $ 63). 



Preposition, Verb, 



Con- 
cord- 
prefix. 


Prefix 
with 
nif n 


iba- 


mba- 


u- 




i- 


nju 


Chi- 

shi- 


{n)chi- 
{n)shi- 


tu- 


nka- 
ntu- 


i- 

shi- 


nji^ 
{n)shi' 


lu- 
shi" 


ndu' 
{n)shi' 


ibu- 


tnbU' 


a- 


nga- 


li- 


ndi- 


a- 


nga- 


ku- 


nku' 


a- 


nga- 


kU' 


nku- 


mu- 
(J)a- 


mpa- 



-a, of 



-attfOtOf 'ine, 'Onse, -eche, -mbi, 
be good self all very other 



wa, mba wcrdbota wine onse weche umhi 
iba^ mba iifcptbota ibene iJbonse ibeche ibambi 



wa, mba watbota wine onse weche umbi 
yoy nja yaibota yene yonse yeche imbi 



cha, ncha cha'dfota chine chonse cheche chimbi 
shay nsha shaibota shine shonse sheche shimbi 



ka, nka ka'&ota kene konse keche kambi 
tway ntwa twa;tboia twine ionse tweche tumbi 



yay nja yaibota ine yonse yeche imbi 
shay nsha shaibota shine shonse sheche shimbi 



Iwa, ndwa Iwaibota Iwine Ionse Iweche lumbi 
sha, nsha shaibota shine shonse sheche shimbi 



ibay mba ibaibota ibine ibonse ibueche ibumbi 

ay nga oftbota ene onse eche ambi 

lya, ndya lyaribota line lyonse lyeche Umbi 

ay nga aibota ene onse eche ambi 

kway nhwa kwcetbota kwine konse kweche kumbi 

ay nga adbota ene onse eche ambi 



kwa, nhwa kwadfota kwine- konse kweche kumbi 
mway mwa mwcptbota mwine monse mweche mumbi 
(/)a, mpa {p)atbota (J)ene (J>)onse {p)eche (J>)ambi 
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§ 101. Table of Concords. 



Class. 

I. Mu, li^a 
muntu 
ijbantu 

a. Muy Mi 
mushi 
- mishi 

3. Chi, Shi 
chifitu 
shintu 

4. JCa, Tu 
kambo 
twambo 

n^anda 
nganda 

6. Z«, N{Ma) 
luimbo 
nyimbo 

7. #«, Ma (N) 
ibuta 

mata 

8. Zj, Ma 
Use 
mase 

9. Ku, Ma 
kuiwi 
maiwi 

10. Ku,Mu,{F)a 
hi 

, mu 

\ wa 



Con- 
cord- 
prefix. 

u 

•dba 



chi 
shi 



ka 
tu 



t 

shi 



lu 
shi 



ibu 
a 

li 
a 

ku 

a 



ku 
mu 

wa 





'he (she, it)' 




I 


this' 




^)^^ 










we 


ngwe 


wo 


ngo 


uyu 


f^yu 


iJbe 


mbe 


ibo 


mbo 


aiJba 


mbawa 


we 


ngwe 
nje 


yo 


ngo 
njo 


uu 

a 


nguu 
njii 


che 
she 


nche 
nshe 


cho 
sho 


ncho 
nsho 


ichi 
ishi 


njichi 
njishi 


ke 


nke 


ko 


nko 


oka 


ngaka 


twe 


ntwe 


to 


nto 


uiu 


ntuiu 


she 


nshe 


yo 
sho 


njo 
nsho 


ii 

ishi 


njii 
njishi 


Iwe 
she 


ndwe 
nshe 


Kw)o 
sho 


ndo 
nsho 


ulu 
ishi 


ndulu 
njishi 



fye 
e 



kwe 
e 



kwe 
mwe 

( we 



mbe ito mbo uibu mbuibu 

nge ngo aya ngaya 

ndye lyo ndyo Hi ndili 

nge ngo aya ngaya 



nkwe ko 
nge 



nko uku nku 
ngo aya ngaya 



nkwe ko nko uku nku(hi\ 

mwe mo mmo umu mu{mu) 

mpe I (/> I mpo J apa j mpa (pa) 

mbe \ wo \ mbo { awa \ mba i^wa) 
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Demonstrative Pronouns and Adjectives. 



'this, that' 



'thaf 



*and he (she, it),' 
* he (she, it) too, also* 



uvo ^S^^ ^^^ nguno ulya ngulya awalo alawo 

adfo mbatbo Hbano mbano ibaiya mbalya adfalo ala^o 



uo 
to 


tnbtM 
njio 


uno 
ino 


nguno 
njino 


ulya 
ilya 


ngulya 
njilya 


awalo 
ayalo 


alawo 
alayo 


icho 
isho 


njicho 
njisho 


chino 
shino 


nchino 
nshino 


chilya 
shilya 


nchilya 
nshilya 


achalo 
ashalo 


alacho 
alasho 


oka 


ngako 


kano 


nkano 


kalya 


nkalya 


akalo 


alako 


uto 


\ ntuto 
\ntoto 


tuno 


ntuno 


tulya 


ntulya 


atwalo 


alato 


to 
isho 


njio 
njisho 


ino 
shino 


njino 
nshino 


ilya 
shilya 


njilya 
nshilya 


ayalo 
ashalo 


alayo 
alasho 



ulo ndulo luno nduno lulya ndulya alwalo alal{w)o 
isho njisho shino nshino shilya nshilya ashalo alasho 



tedbo mhuibo ibuno nibuno ibulya mbulya aiJbalo alaiSbo 
ayo ngayo ano ngano alya ngalya alo alao 



Uo ndilo lino ndino Ulya ndilya alalo alalo 

ayo ngayo ano ngano alya ngalya alo alao 

uko nkoko kuno nkuno kulya nkulya akwalo alako 

ayo ngayo ano ngano alya ngalya alo alao 



akwalo alako 
amwalo alamo 



uko nkoko kuno nkuno kulya nkulya 
umo momo muno muno mulya mulya 

iapo J mpapo ( (J>)ano J mpano J {p)alya J {mp)alya ( apalo ( alapo 
awo \ mbawo \ wano \ mbano \ walya \ mbalya^ \ awalo \ alawo 
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CHAPTER V 

VERBS 
I. Introduction. 

102. Verbs in Lenje, as in other Bantu dialects, can be con- 
veniently treated under the terms commonly used in grammars. 

103. Each verb has a Root^ i.e. one or more letters or syllables 
which appear or are traceable in every verb-form based on it. 
Every root has normally a number of Stems, representing various 
modifications of the root meaning. Each stem has (so far as its 
meaning allows) an Active, Passive, and Neuter Voice, Each 
voice has a more or less complete form of Affirmative and Negative 
Conjugation, with a set of Moods (Indicative, Imperative, Sub- 
junctive, and Infinitive) and Tenses, Each tense has singular and 
plural forms, and in each of these three persons — first, second, and 
third. 

104. In general, these distinctions are marked by prefixes, 
syllables placed before the root, and affixes placed after it, in 
a certain order, viz. prefixes of person first, then those of tense, 
then the root, with affixes showing stem and voice. Mood and 
conjugation are shown partly at the beginning, partly at the end of 
each verb-form. 

106. The general plan of a verb is shown in the following 
Table :— 
Root. ANG', bind. 
Stems, (i) Simple, ang'-a, bind. 

(2) Applied, ang'ila, bind for (with, &c). 



^^H Intensive} ^^S'^^^y^^^ "^^® ^^^^> ^^^^ ^^5*- 
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(4) Reciprocal, ang-atta, bind each other. 

(5) Reversive, ang-ula, unbind. 
(And others.) 

Voices. (i) Active, ang-a^ bind. 

(2) Passive, ang-wa, be bound. 

(3) Neuter, ang-ika, be bound. 
Conjugations, (i) Affirmative, ndi-anga^ I bind. 

(2) Negative, shi-ang-i^ I do not bind. 
Moods, (i) Indicative, ndi-anga, I bind. 

(2) Imperative, anga, bind. 

(3) Subjunctive, ng-ang-e^ (that) I may bind. 

(4) Infinitive, ku-anga, to bind. 
Tenses, (Indicative, see Table, § 125.) 

Persons. (Class i) Sing. i. ndi-anga, Plur. i. tu-anga, 

2. U'Unga, 2. mu-anga, 

3. u-^inga, 3. iha-anga. 

106. In order to distinguish the root of a verb, it is necessary to 
be familiar with the prefixes of person and tense. When these are 
recognized, the root-syllable can be foimd immediately following 
them. These are therefore taken first. 



2, Person-Prefixes. 

107. All verb-forms of the indicative and subjunctive moods, 
affirmative conjugation, i.e. all that occur most commonly, begin 
with a person-prefix. This prefix is also the concord-prefix, 
i. e. it makes the verb agree grammatically with its subject, and it 
defines the subject of the verb as to (i) person — first, second, or 
third ; (2) number — singular or plural ; (3) Class. (Chap. 11.) 

108. Only in the n^ative conjugation the characteristic negative 
prefix ta- (or in first person sing, shi^ nshi) precedes the person- 
prefix. 

109. A second person-prefix, similarly defining the object oi the 
verb, is inserted (if at all) after the tense-prefix and immediately 
before the root. 
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110. Table of Person-Prefixes, 

Singular, Affirmative. Negative. 

Class i. i. », ndif (of the object) ». i. shi, nshi, 

2, u f, ku. 2. tau, to. 

3. «, a „ mu, 3. tauj ta. 

Class 2-10. «, chi, ka, i, /», lu, ibu^ tau, tachi^ taka, tai^ taU^ talu^ 

kUf mu, a, " taibUf taku, tamu^ ta. 

Plural. 

Class i. j. tu. i. tatu, 

2. mu. 2. tamu, 

3. t&« 3. tailba. 

Class 2-10. i, shi, tu, a, ku, mu, a. tat, tashi, tatu, ta, taku,tamu, 

ta. 

IIL In all these prefixes the vowel-sound is liable to be affected 
by a vowel following, according to the general rule given, § 7. 
These and the many changes connected with n in first person sing, 
(see § 13) are complicated by the different character of the initial 
vowels in various verb-roots, some avoiding contraction by inter- 
posing a J'- or w- sound before the vowel. The First Person Sub- 
junctive supplies examples of the changes of «, e.g. : — 

ngume {ng-ume^ strike), ngambe {ng-ambe, speak), ngocke {ng- 
oche, bake), nyambe (n'{y)ambe, begin), ndembe {n-lembe; carve; 
also nembe), mbone (n-tjbone^ see), nyembele {ny-embele^ tend cattle), 
nyinde {n-yinde^ pass), tume (n-iume^ send), ndeke (n-leke^ allow), 
nje {n-yey go), ndie, ndye {n-liey t,^.\),futne {n-fume), 

112. In the third person' sing. (Class i) ^z is used regularly in the 
subjunctive mood, but when the vowel a precedes or follows u in 
the indicative mood, the u (w) is often faint or disappears, e.g. in 
words like tapi, taambiy talalemay taioya, 

113. The prefix ku- (or mu-) is used (like * there ' in English) in 
place of the subject-prefix of all classes and numbers in a generalizing 
sense, e.g. kwesa muniUy there came a man ; mwinjila kachembele, 
an old woman went in. And -ko {-mo, -o, or -wo) is similarly often 
affixed to a verb as a general affix of the object, e.g. /eta nshimay 
tulie-ko, bring porridge, let us eat it ; wajatako lipepCy he laid hold 
of (it) the feather. 

114. Chi" is also used in place of other prefixes in describing 
something remarkable or special, e.g. ijbantu ibanji chayoboloka, 
there was a great gathering of people. 
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3. Tenses. 

115. Distinctions of tense are found only in the indicative mood. 
The distinctive prefixes of tense come next to the person-prefix, 
with two exceptions. One tense has person-prefixes only, in one 
other the tense-prefix (ka-) comes first. 

116. The following tense-prefixes (and possibly others) are used 
in Lenje, combined with either (i) the verb-stem ; (2) the stem in 
a modified form, often called * perfect ' ; or (3) the infinitive form 
of the verb, i.e. the stem with prefix Jtu-, 

Tense-Signs : a, la, (a)chi\ It, alt, ka, aka, te, na, kana, 

117. Of these, te, na, kana are always combined with the infini- 
tive, and often contracted with it, thus te-ku or to, na-ku or no, 
kanaku or kano are the full tense signs. The infinitive is also used 
with a, la. It, ali, and with the * perfect * stem with chi. It, all, and 
with the tense with person-prefixes only. Thus the whole number 
of the above tense-signs is seventeen. (See Table, § 125.) 

118. The modified or ' perfect ' stem differs from the ordinary 
stem by substituting for the final -a, as a general rule : 

(i) after a, /, u in the root-syllable preceding, -ite ; 

(2) after e, o preceding, ^ete. 

In verb-stems of more than two syllables : 

(3) final -ana, -atna are changed to -ene, -erne, final -ula to -wiie, 
'Ola to 'wete. 

Thus : chala (follow), -chalite, 

tinta (draw tight), -tintite, 
. ihula (lack), -ihulite* 
uma (strike), -umite. 
suna (love), -sunite, 
tola (take), -tolete, 
leka (leave), -lekete, 
nana (anoint oneself), ^nantte, 
ambana (converse), ^ambene, 
lulatna (be straight), -luleme. 
tontola (be cold), 'tontwete, 
timbula (cut up), -timbwite. 

119. Only the above general rule can be given here. Some verbs 
can be used with -He, -ele for -ite, -etc ; some have two forms, e. g. 

LEN. H.B. C 
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kivata (marry), -kwatite and -kwete ; some are irregular, e.g. ibona 
{stt),''tjbene ; and kala (remain, stay), -shite ; chata (bear fruit), -chite. 

120. In Lenje it appears that this * perfect ' form of the verb- 
stem is used chiefly to express a settled state or condition resulting 
from an action, i.e. something that ' is ', rather than an action simply 
past or completed (as commonly in other dialects), i.e. something 
that * has been, is done '. Hence it is used chiefly with intransitive 
verbs, i.e. verbs in which the action does not pass on to an object, 
and can be translated, like the simple verb-stem in such cases, by 
an adjective, e.g. 

nshila iluleme, or ililuleme, the path is straight. 
ihantu ibalemete, the men are tired. 

121. The infinitive form, i.e. ku^ as an element in tense-formation, 
expresses generally occupation or sphere of action, or continuing 
condition, e.g. 

twa-kulima, tuli-kulima, we are (engaged in, continue) digging. 

122. But the seventeen tense-forms above-mentioned are not for 
the most part so clearly distinguished in meaning as to admit of any 
one mode of translation in all cases. The time, for instance, i.e. 
past, present, or future, of an action is mainly determined by the 
context, or general meaning of the speaker, conveyed with the aids 
of look, tone, and gesture. None of the tenses signify only and 
always future time, and only two (ka-, -aka-) are confined to past 
time. For the rest, a leading use or uses may be traced in some, 
and others can only be regarded, for ordinary purposes of transla- 
tion into English, as having no difference of meaning. 

123. But just as a native instinctively selects the suitable class 
for any noun he uses, so with the tenses of verbs, used as the means 
of giving colour and perspective to his meaning. Only actual 
experience and familiarity can produce a similar sense of tense- 
differences, appearing as they do (i) to vary with the meaning of 
the verb itself, i.e. as indicating action, process, or attribute; 
(2) to suggest such ideas as particular or general, near or distant, 
single or repeated or continuous ; (3) to involve associations, local, 
personal, social and other, e.g. degrees of courtesy or familiarity. 

124. Meanwhile tenses may be roughly classified as 
I. Aorists, much used as adjectives. 
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2. Presents, representing mostly aspects or kinds of action. 

3. Past and Narrative Tenses. 

These are shown in the following Table, and notes on the different 
tenses in detail are* added : — 

125. Table of Tenses. 

Indicative Mood. Affirmative CoDjugation. 

Tense-sign. Example. General meaning. 

Aorisis, — I (a) tu-limay we dig, are diggers. 

Iff) 'limite „ „ 

-a- 2 (a^ tw-a-limay we dig, have dug. 

\bS -a-kulima „ „ 

'la- 3 la) tu-Ia-lima, we dig, will dig. 

(Jb) 'id-kulima „ „ 

Presents, 'te-ku-C'to-) 4 tu-te-kuliniay we dig, are digging. 

-na-ku'l'-no') 5 (a) iu-na-kuHma „ „ 

-ka-na-ku-^'ka-nO') lb) -ka-na-kulima „ ,, 

-chi-^ 'Ochi' 6 \a) iu-chi-limay we are (still) digging. 

U>\ -chi'limite „ 

-li- 7 \a) tU'ii-iimite, we are digging. 

{b) 'H'kulima „ 

Pasts, -oka- 8 tw-aka-limay we dug. 

ka- 9 ka-tU'lima „ 

-alt' 10 {a) tw-ali'limite „ 

\b) -ali-kulima, we were digging. 

126. As a general guide in the use of these tenses, it may be 
remembered that 

(i) Tense 2 (a) (tense-sign -a-) is the common tense of action, 
past, present, or future, e.g. 

waya^ he goes, he went, he has gone, he will go. 

(2) Tense 8 (tense-sign -aka-) marks an action simply past, e.g. 

wakaya^ he went. 

(3) Tense 4 (tense-sigh -teku-^ -to-) is a simple expression of 
definite present, e.g. 

atoya, he goes, he is going. 

(4) Tense 3 {a) and {b) (tense-sign -la- and -Id-ku^ with a stress 
on Id) are most commonly used as future, e.g. 

alaya, aldkuya, he will go. 
The infinitive form is commonly used as a narrative tense for all 
persons and numbers, often with a-, mu-y or -amu as additional prefix 
(a)kuUmay (and) he (they, &c.) dug. 
{a)mukulimay „ „ 

The subjunctivb mood is often used as a future tense. 

C2 
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Notes on the Tenses. 
I. A oris is, 

127. These three important tenses are contrasted with the others 
as lending themselves more readily to adjectival use (§ 69). Though 
not strictly defining time, Tense 2 {-a-) is more connected with the 
past, and Tense 3 (-/a-) with the future, than the other two aorists. 

Tense i {a) (d), tu/ima, tulimite, 

128. This tense has no tense-sign; the person-prefix of the 
subject is followed by the verb-stem, with sometimes a prefix of the 
object between, and the verb-stem is used in either form, simple or 
modified. 

129. Thus the relation of the act, process, or state denoted by 
the verb is connected with a subject in the simplest and most direct 
way, and the commonest use of the tense is as an adjective or rela- 
tive clause, e.g. 

muntu uteleka^ or uteleka alone, a man (who) cooks, a cook. 
mwana ulilay a child (who) is always crying. 
utambi, a dumb person, a mute. 

130. The use of the 'perfect' form seems to indicate a more 
settled condition, state, or quality. The tense might be described 
as the attributive aorist. 

Tense 2 (a), (-^-), twaUma, 

131. This is the aorist of simple fact, used (i) As the most 
common tense of narrative, e.g. wafwa^ he dies, he died. 

132. (2) Of a fact completed and done with, e-g. wafwa^ he has 
died, is dead ; waya, he is actually gone. In this sense a stress 
may be heard on the tense-sign, or the meaning is made clearer by 
using mana (finish), e.g. wamana kufwa^ he has finished dying, is 
quite dead. 

133. (3) As a relative or adjectival clause, as Tense i, stating 
a fact about a person or thing, e.g. muntu wafwa, one (who) is dead, 
a dead man ; not (it seems) stating it as a quality or condition, as 
Tense i. 

134. In 2 (b) the infinitive form appears to add an idea of occu- 
pation or continued action, as in Tenses 7 (b), 10 {b). 
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Tense 3 (d)^ (-/«-), tulalima. 

136. The tense-sign -la- implies generally what is repeated, 
continues, or occurs regularly. Hence its use to denote 

(i) Habit, characteristic, custom, what is lawful, e.g. tulalia 
nshimuy porridge is our staple food ; mulenda^ custom allows you 
to go ; ulaiba^ he is a professional thief. Hence its frequent use as 
an adjective, like Tenses i and 2. 

136. (2) What is future, or past,— the idea of continuance readily 
suggesting the moment preceding or following the present. Hence 
this tense, and still more Tense 3 (^), is commonly used as a near- 
future tense, e.g. tuldlima^ tuldkuHmay we are going on to dig, we 
will dig. (The stress laid on Id in -Idku- points to contraction, 
perhaps of la-ya ku,) 

137. The employment as adjectives of these and other forms 
(Tense 6 (a) (d), Tense 7 (a)), each having its characteristic uses, 
associations and colour, gives a wide choice in the exact mode 
of describing a feature or attribute. Thus the series {muntu) 
muihotUy wd/otay wd/otele^ waijuota^ ulalbota^ uchiiijotay ulilhotele may 
throughout be translated * a good man ', but the goodness may be 
(however vaguely) indicated as a mere quality, a settled character- 
istic, a fact, a habit, passive or active. Or again {muntu), mwifi, 
wipay epUy uhpa may indicate thieving as a disposition, a profession 
or practice, or simply as fact. (Cf. §§ 68, 69.) 

2. Presents. 

138. These tenses may be broadly contrasted with the aorists, as 
describing the idea of the verb as activity and process rather than 
quality or condition. Hence they are less regularly used as adjec- 
tives, and are somewhat more definite in indicating time. 

139. Tenses 4, and 5 (a) and (b) may be grouped together, as 
always formed with the Infinitive Mood, i.e. -teku- (-to-), -naku- 
(-no), 'kanakU' {-kano-), 

140. Tense 4 (te-ku-, -to-), e.g. tutolima, supplies the common 
present, * we dig, we are digging,' though also used of future and 
past, and in this respect Tense 5 {a) seems only to differ by asso- 
ciations, i.e. tunakulima or tunolima, while 5 (^), tukanakulima 
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tukanolimoy appears to be suited to express past or future, ka 
suggesting distance or difference in perspective. 

141. But Tense 5 {a) is also used with the form na'fui-ku, e.g. 
tuna-nakulima^ and both {a) and {b) as an imperative, or rather 
permissive, like Tense 3 (a) {-la-), e.g. munakulima^ you may dig, 
go and dig ; tukanosamba^ let us go and bathe. 

142. In the negative form also Tense 5 (a) has peculiarities, 
(i) If the negative particle -ta- is placed after the person-prefix, it 
is a negative imperative, e.g. mutanakulimaydo ^ot dig (cf. § 166) ; 
but {b) if the ' ta * is placed first and a stress laid on nd, it is a tense 
of * deferred ' time, meaning * not yet ', at the same time implying 
that what is * not yet ' done is in course of being done, or will be 
done, e.g. ta-iha-nd-kulitna^ they are not yet digging, but are going 
to (§ 158). 

143. -naku' is also used in one form of the infinitive mood (§ 181 ). 

144. Tense 6 {a) and {b) {-chi-, sometimes -achi), e.g. tu-chi- 
lima^ regularly implies continuance, of something begun and still 
being done, but is not used to indicate the future. It may often be 
translated by * still *, e.g. tuchilima^ we are still digging, going on 
digging ; or when following another verb, by the present participle, 
e.g. twamujana uchiliiay we found him crying. 

For the difference of the simple and modified stem, cf. Tense i , 
notes, § 130. 

Tense 7 W (^) (-/^-). 

145. This tense-sign is not used with the ordinary verb-stem, 
rarely with transitive verbs, and indicates the present only. With 
the modified stem it expresses (i) a settled condition, e-g. iuli- 
pengetey we are in a state of misery ; (2) result of a relatively distant 
past. Thus (Tense 2) wafwa^ he has died, is dead ; ulifwitey he is 
dead, has been some time dead. Cf. Tense lo (a). 

146. 7 (b) forms a present imperfect, e.g. tulikulimay we are 
engaged in digging. Cf. Tense lo {b), 

3. Pasts, 

147. Most of the tenses classed as aorists and presents may also 
require (owing to the general connexion of meaning) to be trans- 
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lated as pasts, but Tenses 8, 9, and 10 only seem always to require 
it, e.g. wakaya^ he went, has gone ; kaiulima^ we dug. 

148. In Tense 9 only, the tense-sign (ka-) is placed before the 
person-prefix. 

149. Tense 10 (a) seems rarely used in Lenje ; 10 (^) may be 
called a past-imperfect, e.g. twali-kulima^ we were (engaged in) 
digging. 

150. The infinitive form (as mentioned § 126) is commonly used 
as a narrative tense. (Cf. § 181.) 

4. Futures. 

151. The tenses most commonly used of future time are Tense 3 
(a) (d) (-la-, Id'kU'), Tense 4 {-ta-ku-, -fo-), and Tense 5 (a) {b). 
Of these it seems that Tense 3 {b) (-Id-ku) most clearly indicates 
a near, and Tense 5 {b) ("ka-na-ku-) a distant future, e.g. 

tuldkulima, we are going to (will soon) dig. 
tukanolima, we will (some time or other) dig. 

152. The subjunctive mood, as expressing what is in the mind as 
an intention, wish, or idea, is often used as a future tense, e. g. 

tulime, tukalimey we will (propose to, intend to, are ready to) 
dig (§ 173). 

4. Negative Conjugation. 

153. The distinctive sign of the negative in verbs is the syllable 
ta, or in the first person sing, shu 

154. In the indicative mood, the only actual negative tense-forms 
are those corresponding to Tenses i, 4, and 9. In these, shi takes 
the place of the person-prefix in first person sing, and ta- is placed 
before the person-prefix in all other persons. In Tense i (and 4) 
only, the final vowel, if -«, is changed to -/. E. g. Tense i : 

Sing. I. shi'limi. Plur. I. ta-tulimi, 

2. ta^ulimi, tolimi, 2. ta-mulimi, 

3. ta^ulimi or tolimi. 3. ta-lhalifni. 
Similarly Tense 9, ka-shilitni, ka-tatulimi, &c., but Tense 4, 

shitolima, tatutolima, &c. 

155. In Tense i, if the clause is relative, i. e. equivalent to a 
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noun or adjective, then (as in the imperative, § i66, and subjunc- 
tive, § 176, moods) ta is placed after the person-prefix, e.g. 

tatulimiy we do not dig. 

ttitaiimiy we who are not diggers, non-diggers. 

tambi {ia^wambi), he does not speak. 

utambiy he who is dumb, a silent person. 

156. A negative form for any of the other tenses consists of the 
infinitive mood, preceded by : — 

Sing. I. shikwe, or shishi. 

2. taukwe, tokwe, tawishi. 

3. taukwe^ takwe^ teshi. 
Plur. I. tatukwe, tatuishu 

2. tamukwe^ tamuishi, 

3. taihakwey taibeshu 

157. 'kwe sometimes contracts with the infinitive prefix -ku^ 
forming -ko^ for -kwe ku-^ e. g. tatukwe kulima^ or tatu-kolima, 

(It appears that -kwe may be connected with kwaia or kwete^ 
which in some dialects denotes ' have, possess *, and -ishi with the 
common verb ishiy ishiwa^ * know.') 

158. In Tense 5 («), the negative form is used with a special 
meaning, as already noticed (§ 142), ta-na-ku- forming a deferred 
(or, not-yet) tense. 

159. A common general negative, used both in an indicative and 
imperative sense, is supplied by using tao (* not so ') before or after 
the infinitive, e. g. kulima tao^ digging no, i. e. there is no digging, 
or, let there be no digging. 

160. Te can be placed as an independent negative particle, before 
any indicative or subjunctive form, in the sense, * It is not the case 
that, it is denied that,* e. g. te twaka-lima, we did not dig. Te 
mukamutjbone tuwili, you will not see him again. 

For negative forms in other moods, see §§ 166, 176, 184. 

5. Imperative Mood. 

161. A simple direct order, addressed to one person or many, is 
conveyed by using the verb-stem alone, or with a prefix or -ko 
indicating the object, e. g. 

lima, dig. 

ilia or liako^ eat it (i. e. nshima). 
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162. A common but less peremptory form consists of ka-' followed 
by a person-prefix with the verb-stem, e. g. 

kanja (ka^n-ya), let me go. 
koya (ka-u-yd)^ kamuya^ go, 

163. Tenses 3 (tf), $ (a) and (b) are also used as imperatives, or 
permissives, e. g. mulenda, you may go ; tunakwiya^ let us go. 

164. Imperative forms are often preceded by a-^ seemingly con- 
nective or invitatory : — 

atunolimay then (so, and) let us dig. 

165. The subjunctive mood is regularly used as a mild impera- 
tive, expressive of request, or wish (see § 173). 

166. A negative imperative is supplied by two forms already 
mentioned as used in the indicative mood (§§ 142, 155), viz. the 
person-prefixes followed by ta, with either (i) the verb-stem with 
final -a changed to -/, (2) na and the infinitive ; e. g. 

mutalimiy do not dig. 
mutanakulima^ mutanolima. 
But in both cases, the person-prefix is dropped in the first person 
sing. :— 

talimif tanolima^ let me not dig. 

167. As mentioned in § 159, the infinitive with too (before or 
after) is a sufficient general negative for practical purposes, e. g. 

too kulimay or kulima too. 

6. Subjunctive Mood. 

168. The characteristic of the subjunctive mood is -^, as the final 
vowel of the verb-stem. 

169. The mood has two forms, viz. : — 

(i) The verb-stem with prefixes of person only. 

Sing. I. ndime, Plur. i. tulime, 

2. ulime. 2. mulinte, 

3. alime. . 3. ibalime. 

170. (2) The same as (i) with -ka- after the prefix, i. e. nkalime, 
ukalime^ &c. -ka- appears to be connective (as in many dialects), 
implying a further step or proceeding, whether the first step is 
stated or not. It may be often rendered *and, then \ e. g. 

katuya tukalimey let us go and dig. 
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171. A'f which is also connective (' and '), is sometimes prefixed 
to both tenses. 

172. For examples of various forms of the first person sing, prefix 
«-, see § III. The person-prefix of third sing. (Class i) U always 
«-(§ 112). 

173. The subjunctive mood is used 

(i) Independently, of what is thought of, wished, intended, 
probable, possible ; e. g. iulitne^ we may (might, should, would, 
wish to, intend to) dig. 

Hence its use as {a) a future, i.e. tulime, we propose to (ait 
going to, will) dig (§ 152) ; and {b) a mild imperative, i.e. tulimi^ 
let us dig, suppose we dig (§ 165). 

174. (2) In grammatical dependence on a principal verb, usually 
either {a) to express purpose or object, e. g. ay oka isumo amujaye 
mwana, she heated a spear in order to kill the child ; or {b) as a 
qualifying adjunct, often introductory to a clause. 

175. This {b) use of the subjunctive is very common in narrative, 
when it often begins a clause by recalling or repeating a preceding 
statement in connexion with and as qualifying a statement follow- 
ing. In this use it may often be translated by a participle, present 
or past. When the principal verb is an unimportant one or easily 
supplied by the hearer, it is sometimes omitted, and the verb in 
the subjunctive practically takes its place, as if a narrative tense of 
the indicative, e. g. 

atola mwanay she took the child. Atole mwana^ amujaya, 
having taken the child she killed it. Muntu kwakekala (ku wake- 
kala), a man was living there. Ekale (a-ikale), washala ihaana^ 
living (there), he had children. A shale tjbaana^ waamba^ &c., 
having got children, he said (to them, &c.). 

176. In the negative form of the subjunctive, the person-prefix is 
followed by -/a-, and the final vowel is -/ not -^, as in one form of 
the negative imperative, e. g. 

Sing. I. {n)taltmi, Plur. i. tutalimi, 

2. uialimi, 2. mutalimi, 

3. atalimi, 3. ibatalimi, 

Mumfie musamo, atafwi, give him medicine, that he may not 
(lest he, let him not) die. 
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177. Te is also used with the subjunctive as an independent 
negative particle (§ i6o), c. g. 

tenjoshima (te ndye-Oy or n-lie-Oy nshima), I will not eat the 

porridge. 
te nkayekOf may I not go there ? 
te nskiijbekOi I know nothing about it. 

7. Infinitive Mood. 

178. The characteristic of the infinitive mood is ku- prefixed to 
the verb-stem, with or without an object-prefix between, e. g. 

kuibonay to see ; kumbona (ku-mu-'ijbona), to see him. 

179. The infinitive is regularly used : — 

(a) As in English, after and as a complement of another verb, 
e.g. 

twayamba kulima, we began to dig ; 
or to express purpose after a verb implying motion, often with mu- 
prefixed, e. g. 

waya mukutema teme, he went to make a clearing. 

180. {b) As a verbal noun, ku- being also the concord-prefix of 
all verbs and adjectives qualifying it, e. g. 

kuona tulo nkuibotu^ sleeping is good. 
kulia kwakondeshay eating is pleasant. 

181. {c) As a historic or narrative tense, not defining tense or 
person, often with an additional prefix, e. g. a- (connective, * and '), 
mu' or amU'y also kuna-^ akunu'^ e. g. 

amukuyala nyama^ and he went hunting. 
wajata akuilia, he took and ate it. 

182. (f£) To carry on and emphasize the idea of a verb by repeat- 
ing it, e. g. 

asensela akusensela^ he hurried on and on. 
188. The infinitive mood forms a part of several tenses of the 
indicative (see Table, § 125). 

184. A negative infinitive is formed by inserting -ta- between the 
prefix ku- and the verb-stem, e. g. 

kutaliay not to eat, to abstain. 

kutandetela mwana^ not to bring me the child. 
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Or a verb implying a negative may be used, e. g. kuleka (leave, 
not do), kukaka (refuse), kuibula (fail, neglect), i. e. 

kuleka (kukaka^ kuihula) kuyuy not to go. 

186. IVu' and chi-^ as well as ku-^ are sometimes prefixed to 

a verb-stem, to supply an adverbial form of the verb (cf. § 231), 

e. g. 

wayinda ibuimba^ he went along singing. 

wekala chilila, she sat crying. 

ntoya chiyanda^ I am going in search of. 

186. These adverbs supply the place of a present participle, as 
also do Tense 6 (-M-) (§ 144), and the subjunctive mood (§ 175). 

8. Voices. 

187. I. Passive. The characteristic is -w- before the final vowel 
of any active verb-form, e.g. 

wajanwa, he is found. 
wakautnwa^ he was beaten. 
uKkondetwe^ he is pleased. 

188. The passive is not often used, an active construction being 
preferred, e. g. 

ijbakamjaya, they killed him (for, he was killed). 
taHbeleshyay they forbid it (for, it is forbidden). 

189. After a verb in the passive voice, the preposition ku is used 
of the instrument, * with, by,' and ku or kuli of the agent, or ndi 
combined with a personal pronoun, e. g. ndime, rtdiwe (§ 235). 

190. 2. Neuter, The general characteristic is -ikay after an a^ 
/, u in the preceding syllable, or -eka, after ^, 0, 

191. The neuter termination indicates what is {a) done, but 
without implying reference (as in the passive) to an agent; 
(b) possible, practicable, advisable, e. g. nshila yayindika^ the road 
is passable ; mushi wa-iboneka^ the village is in sight (visible). 

192. But if a verb is itself neuter or intransitive in meaning, 
then these terminations are often used to make it active or transi- 
tive, e.g. nana^ use oil, anoint oneself, nanika, anoint (another) ; or 
with a causal meaning, e. g. tantay go up, iantikay set up, ikalika^ 
place, set. 

For the neuter -ka^ cf. sanguka (change into), oloka (be straight). 
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9. Verb-Stems. 

193. A verb-root becomes a verb- stem by affixing -a to the root- 
syllable, e. g. root lily expressing the idea * crying ', stem lil-a^ cry. 
Between the root and final -^i, certain letters or syllables are often 
inserted, which in different ways modify the idea conveyed by the 
root. The verb-forms thus produced are called verb- stems. Many 
such letters or syllables seem to have lost special significance, e. g. 
in many verbs ending with -ta (-ala), -ya (-aya), -la {-ala), -nga 
{anga')y -nda (-anda). Those which commonly retain it appear in 
the following classification of verb-stems. 

194. The number of stems formed from any particular root depends 
partly on the meaning of the root itself, which sometimes does not 
admit of many modifications, partly on usage, and the degree of 
development of a dialect. 

(i) Primary or Simple, 
196. The root is followed by -<j, with very few exceptions, such as 
the defective verbs // (say), // (be), and ishi (know), shite (stay, 
remain), chite (own, possess). 

(2) Applied. 

196. The characteristic letter is /", or (as in Ila and many Bantu 
dialects) /, or its euphonic substitute n, (In Tonga generally the 
sound appears to be d) 

197. The root is followed by (i) -ila^ -ita if the preceding syllable 
has the vowel «, /, or «, -ina^ if it has also w or « ; (2) -^/^, -eta^ if 
the vowel e or ^, and 'ena» In the case of verbs of more than 
two syllables, ending with -ula^ -ola^ these are changed to -witay 
'Weta. 

These are the only general rules that can be given here. It will 
be noticed that they resemble those for forming the modified or 

* perfect' stem used in some tenses (§ 118). 

198. The meaning of this stem may be best described as equiva- 
lent to the use of a preposition after a verb in English, such as * to * 

* for,' ' in,' * from,' * at,' * by,' * with,' * against.' Wide and indefinite 
as such a range of meanings would be in a written or literary 
language, it can be usefully employed in a language only spoken. 
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i. e. addressed to an intelligent hearer, with the aid of expressive 
looks, tones, and gestures. 

199. Often there is a peculiar expressiveness in this stem, diffi- 
cult to render in English, and especially when used in the passive 
form; e.g. 

chatumanina (from mana^ finish), * it is finished to us,' that is, * to 

our loss, we have lost it all.' 
chalimba kutulita (from lia^ eat) skintUy it is constantly eating up 

things for us. 
nkalamu wandita mwanay the lion has eaten up my child {wa-n- 

lita^ from lia^ eat). 
kuletewtty to have (something) brought to one, to be brought (a 
thing), as contrasted with kuletwa^ to be brought (oneself). 
, kufwitwa, also kufwilwa, to lose a relation or friend by death, to 
be died to (literally), to be bereaved, iiomfiva, die. 

200. Examples of the above rules : — 

tola (take), tolela, tontola (be cold), tontwela. 
ula (buy), ulila, iimbula (cut up), timbuita, 
atnba (speak), ambila^ speak for, to, about, &c. 
tema (cut), temena^ cut for, with, from, &c. 
isa (come), shita^ come to, for. 
>'^ feo)j il<^i il^i go for> to, &c. 

201. In some verbs the applied form is directed by usage to special 
meanings; e. g. yw^/ZAa: (from /w^/^i, to wear clothes), to dress in 
fine clothes. 

(3) Intensive and Causative, 

202. The characteristic is sh, shy, and the verb-root is followed 
by (i) 'isha^ if the preceding vowel is -a, /, u\ (2) ^eshay if by e 
or ^ ; e. g. 

jata (seize), jatisha, 
lema (be heavy), lemesha, 

208. Verbs ending in -ka, -lay -nga, -mba^ -ya in many cases 
drop this syllable in forming the causative stem, especially if these 
endings are formative additions to the root, or the whole verb has 
more than two syllables ; e. g. 
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leka^ lishya, also lekeshya, 

katala^ kaiashya* 

samba^ sanshya^ and sambishya, 

isula, isuliskya* 

njila, njishya. 

204. This stem implies the application of force or energy to 
what the verb expresses, either (i) giving it emphasis or intensity 
(i. e. intensive) ; or (2) causing (aiding, or allowing) it to take place 
(i.e. causative). As in the case of the applied stem, usage and 
the context generally decide the particular meaning in each case. 
The intensive can generally be translated by a suitable adverb, 
much, very, quite, greatly, thoroughly, well, &c. The causative 
often requires a different or additional verb ; e. g. 

leka^ leave off, leshya, forbid. 

^ji^i^i go in, njishya^ admit, allow to enter, thrust in. 

wa, fall, wisha^ cause to fall, fell (a tree). 

enda^ go, endeskya^ (i) go fast ; (2) make go, dispatch. 

205. This stem is used to describe the use of an instrument, 
rather than the applied stem ; e. g. 

chembe cha kutemeshya, an axe to cut with. 

206. Another characteristic of the causative (not intensive) is /, 
i. e. 'iydy -eya, or -ya after the root ; e. g. 

kumanyay cause to meet, bring together. 
fwitnpya^ shorten, ixomfwimpa^ be short. 
shimya^ destroy, from shima, 

(4) Reversive. 

207. The characteristic is -«/-, i. e. -ula is aflfixed to the verb- 
root, sometimes -un- after a preceding mor n\ e. g. 

angulUf unfasten, from anga, fasten. 
j alula ^ open, from jala^ shut (a door). 
tninuna, throw up, from mina^ swallow. 

208. It can often be translated by the English prefix re- or ««-, 
and as in English the simple and reversive stems are sometimes 
used of the same action (e. g. loose and unloose). 

fundayfundulay strip (a tree of bark). 
sansa^ sansula^ kick at (off, away). 
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(5) Reciprocal, 

209. The characteristic is -««-, -ana being affixed to the verb- 
root. It implies a reciprocal, joint, or mutual process or action, e. g. 

umana^ beat each other {uma^ beat). 
shitana^ barter, buy of each other. 
'd/ungana, gather together, assemble. 
konkana^ go with, accompany. 

210. The above stems are those most commonly formed from 
any root allowing of their distinctive meanings. Other stems less 
commonly used may be distinguished, as 

(6) Stativey with characteristic -am-y marking a condition, state, 
position ; e. g. 

lulamay be straight. 
fukamay kneel, crouch. 
elama^ lie in ambush. 

211. (7) Extensive^ in which the terminations ula^ uka^ ila^ ika, 
follow or are combined with another stem-form (not only a root). 
Thus the root-syllable is followed by 

-atila or -ola^ -auka or -oka, 
-aila or -ela^ -aika or -eka, 

212. These terminations imply generally action on a large scale, 
over a wide area, and so can often be translated by such adverbs as 
* largely ', * generally,* * everywhere,' * much,' &c. 

temauluy make a clearing (temay cut trees). 

umaulay give a sound beating to, lay about on all sides (uma, 

beat). 
kuwailay mourn much (kuway cry). 
tuntuihuka^ come in full view (cf. tuntukay come in sight). 
samaikay dress up finely. 

213. Other similar stems may be noticed ; e. g. 'Ololay -ululay as 
well as (a)tay -(aj/ay -{a)kay '(a)ngay (a)mbay which for the most part 
have lost distinctive meaning, and may often be displaced by other 
stem-endings. 

214. It must be remembered that each of the usual stems may. 
itself furnish a root, from which (when the meaning allows it) 
another group of the same stem-forms may be reproduced, with 
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corresponding variety and richness of possible meanings. Hence 

such forms as 

a:fnbilila^ from amba, ambila, 
umanishyay „ uma, umana, 
kumailila, „ kuwa, kuwaila, 

lo. Roots. 

216. Here it need only be no^ed that roots of a single syllable 
seem as clearly traceable in Lenje as in other Bantu dialects, as the 
basis of all word-forms. On the other hand, as compared with 
neighbouring dialects to the East and North, many roots are 
strangely disguised by alteration or omission of important conso- 
nants, when the identity of the root itself is unquestionable ; e. g. 
ela elsewhere pela 



yowa 
shika 


I) 


opa, oga 
fika 


ona 
kaka 


II 


gona 
kana 


jata 
jaya 
mana 


II 


kata 
paya 
mala 



and many more, yinda seems to be the same as pinda^ pinta, or 
pita. In the Vocabulary (Lenje-English) some aids are furnished 
to recognizing the common root in different forms. 

II. To BE, To HAVE. 

216. Various uses of the verb * to be ' are represented in Lenje by 

(1) The regular verb iha, * be.' 

(2) The defective verb //, ' be.' 

(3) The invariable verb-particle ni, (it) is, (they) are. 

(4) See § 64. 

217. * To have ' is commonly expressed by the verb //, followed 
by the preposition a^ i. e. be with, have, possess (§ 220). 

218. I. KuiJba, to be (become, exist). This verb has the usual 
moods and tenses of the active voice. A few examples are here 
given. 
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Aorisis : mha (n-ihd), I am, tulJba^ we are. 
ndaiba (n-a-iba)^ twaiha. 
„ {n-la^lhd)^ tulatba. 
With the ' perfect ' stem (§ Ii8). 

Sing. I. mbete (n-lbete), Plur. i. tuihete. 

2. utjbete, 2. mulhete, 

3. wdfete, 3. tbatjbete. 

This form is often used with ku prefixed to express *to me^ ' to 
you/ &c., e. g, kumbwetey koihete^ &c. 

Presents : ntolJbay I am, tutoUba, we are. 
nchilhay I (still) am, tuchilba, 
ndililhete^ tuliiJbete, 
Pasts : ndakalJba^ I was, twakaiba^ we were. 

katnba (ka-n-ihd)^ kolJbay I was, you were, he was. 
Imperative and subjunctive forms : — 

kamba^ let me be, kumuiha^ be (you). 
mbe^ ulJbe^ atjbe, let me (you, he) be, &c. 
nkatjbey ukalbe^ akait/e, &c. 

219. The corresponding negative forms are regular, or skishi, 
tawishif teski, &c. (§ 156), are used alone, i.e. I am not, you are 
not, &c. 

220. 2. //, * be.' This is a defective verb, used in some tenses 
of the indicative mood only, such as aorists and presents : — 

ndi^ ndili (I am), uli^ uii, tuli^ muliy ihali^ 
ndaliy ibali^ wali^ twali^ mwaliy ihali^ 
nchili, uchili^ &c 

Pasts : ndakali (I was), wakaliy &c. 
kandili^ koli^ kali, katuli, &c. 

221. An affix often used with // is -ngay with the idea of continu- 
ance; e.g. 

ko kutwalinga, where we were (staying, going). 
wakalinga kunchengaika, they were (went on, kept on) deceiv- 
ing me. 

222. Li in all its tenses followed by a (with) is used to express 
* have ', * possess,' or * having,' e. g. 

ndi a nanda, I have, I who have, I owning (owner of), a house. 

uli a nanday you (he) have (has) ; e. g. 

twaihajana ihali a nanda, we found the owners of the houses. 
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223. The negative forms of the above tenses are as usual 
(§§ i53-6)> and, in general, the form used for *I have not', *I do 
not possess ' is 

Sing. I. {n)shikwe. Plur. i. tatukwe, 

2. taukwe, tokwe. 2. tamukwe, 

3. taukwe^ takwe, 3. talhakwe. 

224. kuli^ muliy alt are used (i ) like ku, mu, ay as prepositions, 
but usually of persons only (§ 235) ; (2) as interrogative pronouns 
(§ 9S)i *• C' * where ? ' ; (3) as conjunctions (§ 241), e. g. uli midamfu 
kuli netjbo, you are taller than I, i. e. as compared with (literally, 
where I am). 

225. 3. niy * (it) is, (they) are,' is used {a) in the full form rarely, 
e.g. ni ng'ombe ilya^ it is an ox yonder ; (^) in the form /, n being 
dropped, e.g. / ihasimbiy they are girls ; (c) in combination with 
pronouns, adjectives, and verb-forms, with the meaning of a copula 
as above, or merely with added emphasis (§ 91). In these cases 
the / is dropped, and n causes the usual changes (§ 13). 

226. The verb // (say, do), common in other dialects, seems 
little used in Lenje, except as the invariable verb-form ai{aH), often 
used (i) to introduce the actual words of a speaker ; (2) as a mere 
connective of clauses in narrative. In' both cases it b often pre- 
ceded by, and even combined with, the verb amba (speak, say), e.g. 
waatnba aiy he said as follows, he spoke saying ; kwamba aiy 
akwambaiy then, next, and so. 

CHAPTER VI 

ADVERBS, PREPOSITIONS, CONJUNCTIONS, &c. 

227. The place of prepositions is largely supplied by the use of 
the applied stem of verbs (§ 198), and that of adverbs by the inten- 
sive and other stems (§ 204), as already explained. 

228. kuy mu, a, while preserving their general characteristic 
differences (§ 51), are all used (i) as prepositions (see § 235); (2) as 
adverbs, mostly of time and place, i.e. * here,' * there,* * now,' * then ' ; 
and (3) as corresponding conjunctions, * where,' * whence,* 'whither,' 
* when,' * while,' in forms given in the Table of Concords (§§ 100 
and 241). 

D 2 
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Thus, as an adverb, ku occurs in the forms ku^ uku, nkUy ko, uko, 
okoy nkOy kukay kuko, hokoy kuno^ kulya^—dixA mu, a, in many 
corresponding forms. 

229. Prefixed to various other words and roots, ku, mu, and a 
form a large class of compound adverbs, and these followed by the 
preposition -a are used as compound prepositions, e. g. 

ku-nshi^ below, down ; kunshi ya (or kwd), below, at the bottom 

of, beneath. Similarly munshi^ anshi, 
kU'kati, within, inside ; kukati ka (or kwa), inside of ; and so 

mukatiy akati. 

230. Other adverbs are kwesu, to (near, about, &c.) our (village), 
homeward, home (and so kwanu, kwatjbo) ; kunini, a little ; kwine, 
truly, well ; {p)anene, much ; kumbi, elseivhere. 

(i) Adverbs. 

231. Besides ku, mu, {p)a, the following prefixes are used to 
form adverbs from roots of adjectives and (in some cases) verbs : — 

ka-, e. g. kalSjoiu (well), kambi (otherwise), komwi (once, one). 
'&U' (of manner), ^,g, ijbuwotu (well), 7vu/yo (sLnyhow), il/umbi 

(otherwise), tt/wd^o, ihoibo (thus), Ibu^imba (singing). 
chi* (of sort, kind), e. g. chilamfu, a long way, chilila, crying, chi- 

lenje, like Lenje, Lenje-wise. 
//- (of time), e. g. lyonse, always, limbic at another time, lino, 

now. 

232. There is also in Lenje (as in other dialects) an important 
class of words, more definite in meaning than interjections, yet only 
in part capable of grammatical relation to other words, though most 
commonly connected with verbs both in form and meaning. They 
may be called descriptive adverbs, but in fact have not arrived at 
the stage of being, in the full sense, words. 

233. Thus tU'tU'tu can add clearness and force to a word meaning 
whiteness ; bya-bya-bya is used of brightness, bi-bi-bi of darkness. 
Thus:— 

kwashiya bi-bi-bi, it grew quite dark. 
awila wa'wa-wa, of boiling water. 
kupila ti'O'O-o, of a plunge into water. 
pumpaula mpu-mpu-nipuy of a violent beating. . 
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Others are more fully formed ; e. g. 

pukutU'Pukutu, of completely finishing a job (as of pounding and 
siftmg grain). 

kunkulu-kunkulu (with similar meaning). 
fwalike-fwalike^ in full dress, dressed up. 

234. Some nouns, especially of time or manner, are used as 
adverbs without change of form ; e.g. 

luijuilof at full speed, quickly. 
chunsay chilo, to-morrow. 
chindiy long ago. 



(2) Prepositions. 

236. As prepositions, ku^ mu, {p)a are much used, often inter- 
changeably, but preserving the general distinction already explained, 
and covering nearly the whole range of English simple prepositions, 
such as * to,' * from,' * in,' * at,' * near,' * about,' * by,' * for,' * with,' 
&c. ku is the usual preposition used after a passive verb, to express 
instrument and also agent (except with personal pronouns, when 
ndi' is used, §§ 82-3). kuli, and sometimes kwa, is used with 
nouns denoting persons (§ 86). 

236. The only other simple prepositions are the important 
variable -«, * of,' which takes the concord-prefixes of pronouns and 
verbs (§ 100), and a, * with, in company with, by,' which is also used 
as a conjunction. 

237. Compound prepositions, formed with -a, have been noticed 
in § 229. 

(3) Conjunctions. 

238. Conjunctions in Lenje, like the prepositions, are few in 
number and indefinite in meaning. Words and clauses are placed 
side by side, and their connexion is left largely to the sympathetic 
intelligence of the hearer. Thus ibalSjola^ kwashiya^ ijbona, may 
simply state facts, 'they returned (and) it got dark (and) they lay 
down,* or may mean * (supposing, if, when) they return, (when, in 
case) it is dark, they (will, are sure to) stop for the night '. 
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239. I. Words used merely to connect parallel words or sentences 
are:— - 

a (in other dialects nd)^ meaning * and ', * also,' and if repeated 
* both . . . and *, * either . . . or/ and with a negative preceding, 
'neither . . . nor,' e.g. 

a mulilo kamuleta, and fire also bring. 

tnusale a chechi a chechiy choose this or that. 

mpeche^ mbo^ * then, so,' and such expressions as (a) kwambai 
(ku-amba at), * saying that,' or at alone, or kunyufwa, * hearing 
(this)/ meaning * thereupon \ * and so,' * next ' in a narrative. 

240. 2. When a sentence qualifies another, and (logically) 
depends upon another, as principal sentence or verb, this depend- 
ence maybe indicated grammatically, (i) by placing them side by 
side without change or connecting word (as in the first example 
above, § 238) ; (2) by using the subjunctive mood, as explained 
in § 174, in the dependent verb; or (3) by such words as the 
following : — 

241. ku, mUy a (see § 228), in such meanings as * when ', * where,' 
* while,' e.g. ndayoko (ndaya uko) ku ndaswa, I will go where 
I came from. 

ktili, as compared with, than (§ 65). 

//, * when,' of time only, e. g. It wesa, umwite, when he comes, 
call him. 

at, * that,' introducing the words of a speaker. 

ibu^ mbu^ mbo, *as,' 'if,' *in case,' 'supposing,* 'seeing that,' 
' so that,' ' since,' ' although * ; e. g. ndakuchita mbo wanchita 
nelSjo, I will treat you as you treat me. 

anga (i), 'that,' introducing a clause as object of a verb, e.g. 
twanyufwa anga wafwa, we heard that he was dead; (2) * as,* 
' as if,* ' as though.' 

ansha, ' if,' ' on condition that,' of a preliminary condition, e. g. 
mulaswa, ansha nduite sheibo shanu, you may go, if, on con- 
dition that, (first) you tell me your business. 

kuti, and other parts of the verb // are seldom used. 

242. A few examples of dependent clauses are here given. 
Others will be found in Ch. VII. 
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Adjectival Sentences, 

(i) Relative: * who/ * which/ &c. 

muntu waleta wisu, the man who brought gjrass. 

kambo kako kandeshita kuno, your matter about which I came 

here {kandeshita for ka-nda-ishita^ or ishila^ isila^ applied 

form of isa^ v. come). 
we uli mu ng^anda^ you who are in the house. 
koya kuli iJbamama^ go to (where there is) your mother. 
musu uwakampa ivamana^ the flour which you gave me is 

finished. 

Adverbial Sentences. 

243. (2) Local, temporal : 'when/ 'where/ 'until/ 'since.' 
ndaya uko ku ndaswa, I will go where I came from. 
lindilila ku njisa^ wait till I come. 

244. (3) Conditional : ' if/ * unless/ ' except/ &c. 

muntu ulia wanga ulafwa, if a man eats poison he will die- 
literally, a man who eats. The same might be rendered 
muntu alie (suppose he eat), child akalie (suppose he eat), 
'd/u walia (in case he eats). 

mwamulanga mulamuijbona, (if) you look for him you will And 
him. 

245. (4) Final : * to/ ' in order to/ * that,' 'lest.' 

ayoka lisumo^ amujaye mwana, she made the spear hot, intending 

to kill the child. 
ijbaya mu kulima^ they went to dig. 

umjate mwanike, wawa, hold the child lest he (or, he will) fall. 
utampi mukuli munene, ndeme^ do not give me a heavy load, 

(lest, or) I should be tired. 

246. (5) Causal : * because/ * since.' 

ndakamuma kambo waihija^ I beat him because he did wrong. 
mbo watjbajaya ijbanyoko, kosunga^ since you have killed your 

mother, tie (her) up. 
ulila angomwa {anga aumwa)^ he cries because he is beaten. 
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247. (6) Concessive : * although/ * even if.* 

Tafakwe kuchalawo naibe uli yomwi^ there was no one left there, 
though it were but one person ; i. e. not even one. 

248. (7) Consecutive : ' so that, so as to.' 

Thismay be expressed by »«^,»i^^(§ 24i),i.e. ntbuibo wafwa, 
thus (and so, so that) he died. 

249. (8) Comparative : * as, just as.' 

ndakuchita mbo wanchita nelho^ I did to you as you did to nae. 
utulekele tnbulbo twakulekele^ forgive us as we forgive you. 

Substantival Sentences, 
260. (9) *that.' 

ndakanyufwa anga wafwa^ I heard that he was dead. 
waamba ai ndakwisa, he said that he would come (lit. that ' I 
will come '). 

CHAPTER VII 

APPENDIX 

As a practical introdoction to speaking Lenje, some extracts from 
native stories are here given, with translation and notes. They 
should be studied with the help of the Vocabularies and Grammar, 
and read over to a native in order to get proper pronunciation. 
The numbers refer to paragraphs in the preceding chapters. 

For the same purpose, a small collection of words, phrases, and 
short sentences is also added. 

I. 

The Stories from which the following extracts are taken were 
obtained by the Rev. Father Torrend with the phonograph, from 
natives of the Lenje and neighbouring districts. To suit the 
present purpose, they have been altered as to spelling, and also 
by omissions and various minor changes both of arrangement and 
text. 

A general translation of each extract is given, followed in some 
of them by a closer one with explanations. But it is not always 
possible from a written record of spoken words to be certain of the 
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exact meaning conveyed by the narrator to his audience, gram- 
matical distinctions being often vague and not as yet fully under- 
Stood. Moreover, the transcription of a phonographic record is 
not always certain. 

These extracts should be read consecutively, explanations given 
in the first not being repeated afterwards. 



(i) ^apela masu, ^aya mu kutema shisamo. Nku ^akaya mu 
kutema, ^e ^ye ^ateme, ^atema ^atema ^atema shisamo, ai * Ono 
mu'^ole muye mukalupule mulilo ku musumba ku twaswa.* 

(2) Mpechi wajane mwenjila kachembele. ' Ndiwani we uli mu 
ng'anda yangu ? ' ' Ndime Tembwe, ndime Tembwe, . . . .* Waunka, 
wat^ola. 

(3) Aye a^ole uko ku waya, * Ino, nd6, mulilo woshiya kuli ? * 
Ai, * Nkwali muntu utokashya mulilo.' 

(4) Limwi ^amwi, * Koya awe^o.' Aye ashike, * Tupe mulilo, 
uuli mu ng'anda umo? ndiwani uli mo?' * Ndime Tembwe.* 
Waunka, wa^ola. 

(5) We washike, ^alimba kutema. Walia masu onse, ^amana 
^asu ^onse pukutu pukutu. 

(6) Alimwi ^anyamuka ^afulwe. We Washike, ^e, 'Ndiwani 
uli mu ng'anda umo ? * * Ndime Tembwe,' * Tufumine-mo. Tufumine 
mu ng 'anda yesu.' * Ndime Tembwe.' 

(7) Mpechi wenjila mu ng'anda. Aye enjile, wamwijata ngo 
muntu uwakajana-mo. Wamwesa wamuwala ansengwe wamujaya. 

(8) A mulilo wanyamuna, watola kuya ku <^enshinina. Kulya ku 
^a^e ku akaya, 'Wauleta mulilo?' *Ndauleta.' *A mushi 
twende.' 

(9) Wonse ^anyamuka kwlsa ku musumba wa^o. We Washike 
^ajana O ! chafwa, chatandawala. * Echi nchalimba kutulila shintu. 
Mpechi chatumanina shintu, nchechi echi.' 

Translation, 

(i) They ground meal, and went to cut down trees. When they 
had gone to cut them, having gone to cut, they cut and cut and cut 
down trees, (till at last) they said (to one of them), * Now go back 
and go and bring fire from the cottage we came from.' 
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(2) Then they found there was an old woman inside. * Who are 
you in my house ? ' * It is I, Tembwe ! It is I, Tembwe ! ' (The 
messenger) made off and went back. 

(3) He went and returned to the place he went to. * Well, mate, 
where have you left the fire ? ' Says he, * There 's some one there 
who refuses (to give us) fire.' 

(4) After a time some said, * Now you go.' (So another) went and 
got to the place, and said, * Give us fire, you inside the house there. 
Who are you inside ? * * It is I, Tembwe * (was the answer). 
And he (too) made off and went back. 

(5) When he got back they worked hard at cutting. They ate 
up all their meal, the whole lot of meal was finished to the last 
grain. 

(6) Then the Tortoise went off. When he got there, he said, 

* Who are you inside the house there ? ' * It is I, Tembwe.* 

* Come out of that ; we want you to come out of our house.' * It is 
I, Tembwe.' 

(7) On this he went into the house. When he got inside, he 
seized the person he found inside. He took her and threw her out 
and killed her. 

(8) And he took fire and carried it to his companions. When 
he got to where his friends were (they cried), * Have you brought 
the fire ? ' ' Yes, I have it.' * Let us go to the village.' 

(9) They all started off to come to their cottage. When they 
got there they found the creature was dead, stretched put on the 
ground. * That 's the creature that kept on eating up our things ! 
There 's what used up all our things, there *s the very creature ! ' 

Notes, 

(i) ibapela^ 'they ground,* ixovapela^ v. grind (grain) on a stone. 
The tense is the common aorist of narrative, recurring throughout 
these extracts (131-133). It appears from the mention of the 
tortoise below, that the actors in this scene are animals, as so often 
in African stories, masu^ plur. of ibusu^ * meal,* a noun of Class7 
(41). ibaya^ * they' went,' from ya^ v. go. ww, prep. * in,' ' into,* 
often forming practically one word with an infinitive, and then 
expressing purpose or occupation (179). kutetna^ infinitive mood 
of tema^ v. cut. nku may be translated by * there ', * then/ * where,' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX 59 

or 'when*, ibakaya is the past tense of ya^ v. go (147). ttfe, 
personal or demonstrative pronoun of third person plur. in concord 
with a noun of Class i, * they.' 'U/ayef subjunctive of ya, v. go. 
For its very common use in this and other places see 174-5. 
ibateme^ from tetna^ v. cut, may here express purpose, or possibly 
be parallel with the subjunctive of aye preceding it. skisamo, 
plur. oichisamOy tree. Class 3 (31, 32). 

At introduces the words of a speaker, 'some one said.' It 
represents <?//, from //, v. say, a verb which supplies several common 
conjunctions in other dialects (226, 241). ono, a kind of expletive, 
connected with the -no series of pronouns (92, loi). muihole^ and 
following words, are subjunctives from ibola^ ya^ lupula^ used in an 
invitatory sense (173). muliloy fire, i. e. an ember, or lighted stick, 
noun of Class 2 (29, 30), like musumba following, ku twaswa^ 
there (where) we came from, swa, v. come or go out. 

(2) mpechiy or mpeche, also pronounced pechi and peki^ an 
emphatic adverbial form from -echei -eki (see Vocab.), * then, there.' 
wajane^ iromjana, v. find, subjunctive used as explained in 174-5. 
Here it may be translated * they found (and said) ', or * (on) finding, 
they said.' The plural is often used, as here, with a kind of vague 
courtesy of a single individual. mzvenjila, for mu-a-in/t'la, lit. 
there had gone in, there was inside, from (i) njila, v., Piu being 
here a prefix denoting interior position, kachembele^ little old 
woman, noun jof Class 4 (34). ndiwani, for ndiwe-ani or ndi want, 
you are who, or, it is who. we, pers. pronoun * you ' (sing.), uli, 
you (who) are, from //, v. be (220). mUy prep. * in.* nganda, noun 
of Class 5, with which yangUy from -angUy my, is in concord. 
ndime (82). In the original, Tembwe utters (in another dialect) 
a series of threats, which frighten the messenger. Hence waunkdy 
from v. unkay depart. 

(3) The preceding notes explain most of this section, woshiyay 
for wa-u-shiyay from shiyuy v. leave, you left it. nkwaliy i. e. nku 
aliy there (he) is. muntUy person, noun of Class i (26-7). uto- 
kashyay for U'te^ku-kashyay from kashya or kashdy an intensive 
form of kakay v. refuse. For the tense, see 140. 

(4) limwi ihamwiy at some (other) time, some (others) said. 
Both from -mwiy limwi forming an adverb (in agreement with 
lisuay sun, day, time), Ihatnwi implying tjbantu, Koyuy i. e. ka-u- 
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ya, imperat. of ya^ go. awelSbo^ i. c. a (or nd) weibo, you as well, 
you too, i. e. in addition to the first messenger, ashike, from shika^ 
V. arrive, tupe, imperative (subjunctive) of pa, v. give, for u-tu- 
pe, mu ng'anda umo, lit. in the house in there. So mo following 

(lOl). 

(5) we, here pronom. demonstrative of third person * he *. masu, 
plur. of ihusu. Class 7 (41). Each had his own portion of the meal. 
onse, ibonse, from "Onse, all, for a'onse, ibu-onse, pukutu-pukutu, 
see 232-3. 

(6) alimwi, or na litnwi, and again, and next, ibafulwe, plur. 
oifulwe, but not implying more than one. ibe, they (he), with aiy 
says, understood after the second ibe, tufumine-mo, subjunctive 
of applied stem oifuma, v. come out. In Lenje proper swa is used 
in this sense, 2Sidifuma confined to the meaning * rise early '. ~mo 
is an adverbial affix * from in there '. 

(7) wenjila, enjiley for wa-injila, a^injile, uwakajana-mo ; u 
here represents the relative of the object of the verb januy * him 
whom he found in there.' *He found him in there* would be 
wakamujana-mo, ansengwe, adverb, as kunsengwe, 

(8) Ay or na, and. ibenshinina, for iha-inshinina, sing, mwin- 
shinina. kulya ku ibaibye ku, lit. there at their friends where. 

(9) chafwa, chi- may be used in concord with a contemptuous 
chintu, * thing,' understood. But it is also regularly used of any 
remarkable object or occurrence (33). echi, for /V^j„ seems to add 
emphasis, as does n in nchalimba, it is this which kept on. kuiu- 
lila, or kutulita, lit to eat up for us, or to our loss, the applied 
stem of lia^ v. eat. So chatumanina, from mana, v. finish. 



(i) Shyachita mwana. Waya mu munda kuya mukuteya tosi. 
Ku ateya tosi uko, kankuti nko kajatishya. (Kankuti kajatishya ai) 
* Koya kuli ^amama, nkakujane-mo, ^antelekele-ko, mbenje nsima.' 

(2) Uko kuli ^anyina, takakwe kuya-ko, kalanga ^lyo mumbi 
akalo kayuni. A^ole ku mushi kuli ^anyina, * Kayuni kangu, ma, 
kesa kuno ? ' Ai, * nshikwe kuka^ona.' Ai, * Ndiwe uakalia ^lyo, 
uukala-wo mama.' 

(3) A-a ! ^anyina mpechi ^achu ! ntempo, pa lifumo wa^ayasa, 
waka^ajaya ^anyina. 
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Translation, 

(i) This is what ?i boy did. He went into the garden to go and 
set snares. When he had set his snares, he caught a bird called 
*kankuti*. And the bird he caught said to him, *Go to your 
mother, and let me find you there, and she can cook me to eat with 
the porridge.' 

(2) But to where the boy's mother was that bird never went, it 
simply took itself off in quite another direction. When the boy got 
back to the village to his mother, he said, * My bird, mother, has 
it come here ? ' * No,' she replied, ' I have not seen it.' Said he, 
' It 's you who have just gone and eaten it, you who are my mother 
there ! ' 

(3) Ah, poor mother ! in a moment (came) a spear ; he stabbed 
her through and killed his mother. 

Notes. 

(i) Shyachita^ i.e. shintu ski-achita, the things which he did, an 
abrupt introduction to the narrative, toshiy or tooshiy plur. of 
koshiy i. e. ka-oshi, Class 4, a diminutive of loshi {lu'0shi)y a strip 
of bark used as cord, kajatishya^ perhaps for akajatishya, in 
which aka- might be the Past Tense 8 (147), or the Aorist 2 (131-3), 
with ka as object-prefix referring to kankuti. The speaker repeated 
the phrase twice, kuli^ for kUy as usually of persons, ijuamama 
is the common plural of respect, nkakujane-mo^ subjunctive with 
ka of janay v. meet, find, tbanteiekele-ko, * let her cook me,' or 
perhaps *for me ', the bird proposing to share the meal. Similarly 
the word transcribed mbenje, subjunctive of ibenga^ v. may represent 
n-lhenjey that I may have something to season the porridge, or 
tnU'ihenjey that you may, &c. nsima, noun of Class 5. 

(2) Uko kuliy there where is, tbanyina^ his mother, takakwe 
kuyakOy see 156. kalanga, from langa^ v., here meaning go after, 
go with an object, mumbi, from -mbi, the mu- implying a place to 
hide in. For akalOy see 89. kayuni, bird, noun of Class 4. ma, 
or mamay mother. Here the sing, is abrupt and disrespectful. 
kesay i.e. ka-isa^ from isay v. come. For nshikwcy see 156. 
uakaliay from Hay v. cat, the ka being object-prefix, referring to 
kayuni. uukala-wOy from kalay v. be, and -wo the locative-suffix, 
you who are here. 
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(3) A broken ejaculatory clause, lit. Ah ! mother on the spot 
alas ! a spear, &c. Note the use of aorist {watjbayasa) and past 
tense (wakaihajayd) together, from the vtxti^yasa ^xiAjaya, 

3- 

(i) Mpechi muntu kwakekala. Ekale, washala ^ana. Ashale 
^ana, kafu^a nkanga shenka. 

(2) Waamba, * Ishi nkanga shangu, no ^ana ^angu, no mutochala 
wano, kushilia tawo. It6 mukanakushilia, o manto, mulakumbona 
(a)che^o.' 

(3) Nku ^achala ^antu a^o. Wachu, ^ana nku ^achala uko, 
mwine wachiyindana kuya mu tosi twakwe. Mwechi uko mu tosi 
twakwe muwakachala wambai, mbole. Ajane ^ana ^akwe imwi 
nkanga ^alia-wo. 

(4) Uko nku ^akailia, ai *No <^ana wangu nonse, mwe^o 
amuyo^oloke, ne^o ndye nkembe *. 

(5) Uko ku akaya mu kutantika losi a mulonga, nku akatantika 
losi a mulonga, a umwi waya-wo. *Kalungu, kalungu, tu^one 
ualia makanga.' 

(6) Wasu^uka umwi, a umwi washika. * Kalungu, kalungu (&c.).' 
Nde kwambai, akanoshika pakati, waswa mwine, a luine losi kaluya 
mu kumuntuka. 

(7) Wachu ! mpechi a ene masumo, ^a^ngania-wo ^antu, 
mpechi ^amujaya. 

Translation, 

(i) Now there lived a man, and he had a family, and besides his 
family his only possession was guinea-fowls. 

(2) (One day) he said, * These guinea-fowls of mine ; my children, 
you remain here, but do not eat them. If you eat them, ah ! my 
young friends, you will find me concerned in the matter.' 

(3) So these young people stayed at home. Well, while they 
stayed at home, the father went his way to attend to his traps, and 
being there engaged with his traps, while he stopped there, he said 
to himself, suppose I go back. And he found his children had eaten 
a guinea-fowl. 

(4) Finding they had eaten it, he said, *A11 you children of mine, 
gather together, and I will go and sing a little song.' 
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(5) So he went off to fix up a cord in the river, and where he 
fixed it in the river, one of his children went there ; and he sang, 
* Little bead, little bead, let us see the one who ate the guinea- 
fowl.' 

(6) One got across, and another arrived. 'Little bead, little 
bead ' (he sang again as before). Then it happened, as he got in 
mid-stream, the father came out, and the cord itself strained as if it 
would break. 

(7) Well, then it was a matter of real spears. People gathered 
on the spot, and killed (the thief) there and then. 

Notes, 

( 1 ) kwakekala^ i. e. ku-aka-ikala^ from {i)kaia, v. ekaie {a-ikale) 
is merely resumptive, 'living there, he begot children.' kafuiha 
may represent akafuibay pronounced carelessly, or Tense 9 (148). 

(2) Noy pron. of second person plur. * you '. mutochala, the tone 
of the speaker would give the present an imperative force, if 
intended, as in the translation. wano, here, also anoy pano, 
kushilia tawo. For this form of negative imperative see 159, 167. 
Itdy also chitd or kitdy expresses uncertainty, here 'supposing, if*. 
mukanakushiliay from /w, v. eat, with shiy objective prefix referring* 
to nkanga. For the tense see 141. mantOy plural (as pronounced) 
of nddy friend, mulakumbona, from ibonay v. see, with «, * me,' 
for mulaku-n-ibona (136). a cheibOy 'in the matter,' a hint of 
taking serious proceedings against them. The a is not separately 
pronounced after the -a preceding. 

(3) mwiney (the man) himself, used of a householder, head of 
family, or master, wachiyindana probably represents waya achi- 
yindanay or chiyindana (144, 185). mwechiy not mpechiy harmoniz- 
ing with the mUy mu following. wambaiy for waamba aiy he 
spoke saying. mboUy for n-iholey as -mbona above, imwi is 
indefinite, one or other of them. 

(4) ndyey from ya^ v. go. nkembey for n-ka-imbey from imbuy v. 
sing, referring to the incantation following. 

(5) kutantika is the causal form of tantay v. go up. losiy the 
cord is used as a kind of magic trap to detect the thief as he crosses 
the stream. kalungUy a charm used in connexion with the incan- 
tation, which is longer in the original and in another dialect. 
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(6) ndcy for «-/<?, used as an emphatic adverb of time, Mt was 
then.* kwambai is a common connective, 'as the story goes,* 
•next,' *so,* from ku-amba au akanoshika^ Tense 5 (b) (140). 
kaluya mu kumuntuka, went into breaking, was on the point of 
snapping, perhaps with the struggles of the thief entrapped. 

(7) a ene masumo^ lit. with actual spears, the crisis being intro- 
duced with a vivid ellipse of the verb. 



(i) Nshiachita mwanakashi, achite ^0^0. Waamba kuyoka 
lisumo mu chiko, ajaye mwana a shikufwa, mwana a mukashi- 
nyina. Mwanalume waya kusambala. 

(2) Elyo lisumo aliyoke mwanakashi, mwana akwe waambila 
mwenshinyina, mwana a shikufwa, uti ' O mwensuma, ^alakujaya 
mba mama.* 

(3) Kuashiya, ^ona. Wone ^0^0, mashiku mwana a shikufwa 
wa^uka, waya kuona akati, mwana a mu ng'anda waona mwisule. 
Lisumo lili mu chiko. 

(4) Akati ka i^usiku wa'^uka mwanakashi, wawesa lisumo, elyo 
nko kuyasa mwana akwe ku matako, wamuwika mu nongo. 

(5) Mwana a shikufwa wachija, waya kutanta mu mukuyu. 
Atante kujulu uko, wakanka kuita wisi. Wisi waya kusambala. 
Elyo mujulu ulaimba, * Tata, nku wakaya kwakalampa.* 

(6) Elyo ngo mulongo wa Watonga. Washika wati, * Tua^^ile 
nkuyu, o wimba mujulu.' Wa^a^ila nkujru, mulongo wayinda. 

(7) Washika umwi mulongo, uli a wisi. Wisi wanyufwila, ai 
*U^a anga mwanangu uimba kujulu.' Waamba kuita mwana 
akwe. Elyo wamui^ona ulikotele, wamunanika mufuta. 

(8) Washika ku mushi, wamwipusha, * Namwiza, ^ana ^angu 
iirali kuli ? ' Uti, * Waya kusobana na ^ananyina.' Uti, * Wa^ole, 
ndye nka^one.' Uti, *Walashika, ^ala^ola.' Uti, *A ^a^ole. 
Nchinshi chinunka mu ng'anda muno?' Uti, 'Nshishi kwafwa 
nkoswe.* Uti, * Tawo. Koya kavunune mu nongo.' Uti, * Tamo 
chilimo.' Uti, *Koya kaivunune, koya.' Waivununa. Uti, 
* Mukati mo wa^ka mwana angu. .Koya kui^ika a chiko.' 

(9) Nko kui^ika nongo a chiko. lipe nongo, uti, * Koyumuna.' 
Uti, 'Ndapya.' Uti, * Koyumuna.' Wawesa wamutwika. Amu- 
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twike ^0^0, uya ^uimbula 'Siamwiza, ntule ano.' *Tatulwa.* 
Washika ku mulonga, watimbana, wapila. 

Translation, 

(i) This is what a woman did, doing thus. She began heating 
a spear in the fireplace, meaning to kill the child of another woman 
who had died. Her husband had gone away on business. 

(2) While the woman was heating the spear, her own child spoke 
to its playmate, the child of the dead woman, and said, ' Dearest, 
mother here is going to kill you.' 

(3) Night came on, and they lay down to sleep. As they slept, 
in the night the child of the dead woman got up and went to lie 
down in the middle, so the child of the house lay beyond her. The 
spear was in the fire. 

(4) In the middle of the night the woman got up, and took the 
spear. Then she speared her own child in the back, and put her 
in a cooking-pot. 

(5) The motherless child ran away, and went and climbed up 
into a wild fig-tree. Climbing up there, she cried out to call her 
father, who was away on business. Then she kept singing up in 
the tree, * Father, you are gone far, far away.' 

(6) Then a party of Tongas came up, and said, * Give us some 
figs, you who are singing up there,' She gave^them some figs and 
they passed on. 

(7) Another party came up, with her father. The father listened, 
and thought, * You are like my child, you who are singing up there.' 
He began to call his child. Then he saw her, thin and starved, and 
rubbed oil over her. 

(8) He came to the village and asked (his wife), ' Namwisa, where 
are the children ? ' She said, * They are gone to play with their 
friends.' * Let them come back, so that I may see them.' * They 
will come, they will soon be back.' < Then let them come back. 
What is it that smells so in the house ? ' 'I don't know if there is 
a dead rat there.' ' That 's not it. Go and take the lid off the pot.' 
' No, no, it 's not in there.' * Go and take the lid off, go.* She took 
the lid oflf. * That 's what you put my child in. Go and put it on 
the fire.' 

(9) So she put the pot on the fire. When the pot was hot, he 
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said, * Take it up.' * But it bums me/ said she. * Take it up ' was 
the reply. He took it and put it on her head. When he had done 
so she began to wail, ' Siamwiza, let me put it down here.' * There 's 
no putting it down.' She came to a river, the water rose round her, 
and she sank. 

Notes, 

(i) iboiboy thus, an adverb, like iJuwdju^ mbuiho, mwana a, for 
mwana wa. For shikufwa^ a dead person, see § 58. 

(2) ElyOy then, an adverb of time, like //, ////. «//, here and 
elsewhere in this extract, is not so usual in Lenje as at. The original 
story was told by a native of the Ila (Shukulumbwe). tribe, and 
a few Ila words are retained, mba mama should perhaps be 
written as one word, mbamama^ for n-ibamamay it is (my) mother 
(who) will kill you. 

(3) ibonay i. e. iba-onay from onay v. lie down, sleep. 

(4) mwana akwSy or mwanakwcy for mwana wakwe, 

(5) kwakalampay from lampa, v. be distant. 

(6) tuaibiUy applied stem of alhay v. divide. wimbay i. e. pro- 
noun vocative sing. Oy you, and uimbay who sing. 

(7) wanyufwilay applied stem of nyufway v. hear, uihay from 
ihay V. be, Aorist Tense l. anga, conjunction, as, as if. ulikotelcy 
modified stem of kotay v. be thin (145). 

(8) Tjbanay the plur. is used, as often, in reference to a single 
person, kusobanay to play. This word is not commonly used in 
Lenje. kavununcy for more usual ukavunune, 

(9) lipey from piay pyay v. be hot, burn, the root being shortened 
to -pe iox pye, tatulway the stress laid on the negative prefix /«, 
seems sometimes to cause the person-prefix following to drop out in 
pronunciation, here either -/-, referring to the nongOy or -a- to the 
child's body in it. 

This last paragraph is much shortened. In the original the 
woman keeps on appealing pathetically to her husband, who always 
replies sternly, * Tatulwa,' and finally compels her to walk with the 
pot into the river, in which she is finally drowned. 

5. 
(i) Mbwakachita muntu uyo; aye ku bwalo, waya kushimika, 
wakaya mu kushimika, ai, ' Ne^oku ndalinga oku, ndajana chisoka 
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<±inene. No ^ame, kuchileta muno chisi, ^onse ^ai^yanu ka^ar 
yoii'oloka, kwisa mu kuchi^ona.' 

(2) Alakwe uyo mwame, alakwe, ' Ntekuyo^olola (a)chisi.' Ayo- 
^olole chisi ^antu, kwisa mu ku^a^unganya, ai, * Ne^o mwame, 
amundetele cbintu chiliko oku. A ne^o mwine nkanakwisa mu 
kue^ela mu ng*anda.' 

(3) We ^aye ^antu a^o, ^aye ^ashike, ^a^ungana ansengwe 
akunakwiya kusondelamo, mpeche ^ajane chaona kale, 

(4) Mpechi a^alo ^antu t^achinyamuna, ^e wachinyamune 
vVachikwenkwenshya. Mpechi ^achitola ku bwalo icho chintu. 
Nko wachitole ku bwalo, ^e ^ashike, * No, ^amaka angu nonse, 
amuye mukateke manshi, mushi^ulule ng'anda.' We ^aya muku- 
teka manshi, ^esa ka^ashi^ulula ng'anda. 

(5) Nko ^akamana kushi^ulula ng'anda, a chine mpo pakuchi- 
njishya, ^ame ka^eindilila kuya kue^ela a bwalo. Mpechi, ' No, 
^ene kwangu, kamumwayika, mumane kwiya. Onono ne^o tenshi- 
^eko ne mwine, mwandetelako chisoka.* 

Translation, 

(i) This is how the man acted. Going to the chief, he went to 
make a report (and he went to make a report), and said, * I have 
seen a big snake at a place I went to yonder. You, Sir, get all 
your people to gather together to fetch it here to the village, and' 
conie and see it.' 

(2) The chief on his part said, ' I will get them together at the 
village.* So he got the people together at the village, and came 
and assembled them, and said, * I as chief (say), bring me the thing 
which is yonder, and I myself will come to inspect it in the house.' 

(3) They went, these people, they went and arrived, and assem- 
bled outside (the village) and went to reconnoitre the spot, and there 
they found it fast asleep. 

• (4) Thereupon the men took it up, and taking it up they jogged 
it along. So they took the thing to the chief, and bringing it to the 
chief, when they arrived, he said, * All you old women of mine, go 
and draw water and smarten up the house.' They went to draw 
water and came and smartened up the house. 

(5) When they had finished smartening up the house, and put 
the creature itself inside, the chief passed along to go and inspect 
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it himself. Then he said, * You people of my village, disperse your- 
selves and get you gone. This time I know nothing about it myself. 
You have brought me a snake.' 

Notes, 

(1) mbwakachita^ i. e. mbu wakachifa^ it was thus he did. bwalo 
seems to mean the place (usually an open shed) where a chief hears 
cases, and also often the chief himself, ndalingay see 221. oku^ 
same as uku, chisi in Lenje means a country or district. In this 
extract it is used like mushi, kashiy i. e. village, and here as adverb, 
at the village. thaiSbyanu^ for ibaibye (plur. of tnuibye) and tbanu, 

(2) kwisay infin. of isa^ v. used as a narrative tense (181). chiliko^ 
from //, V. be, and affix ko^ there. 

(3) akunakwiya, see 181. chaona kale^ it had long ago gone to 
sleep. 

(4) ibamaka includes elder female relations. shUbulula^ make 
the plaster smooth of walls or floor by watering and rubbing. 

(5) katheindilila^ for kawayindilila^ applied stem of yinda^ v. 
pass. Ibene^ plur. of mwine^ occupant of village, owner of house. 
kwangUy 'my place,' often denotes a man's home or country. 
mumana^ from mana, v. finish, tenshiiheko, i.e. te nshitbe kOy 
from {i)shiway v. know (177). 

II. 

Short Sentences. 

(Common Greetings.) 

IVanay ibuyani f how are you ? {ti/anaf plur. of mwana, used in 

address both to men and women). 
(On meeting) tnwaihoneka f is that you ? (do I see you, are you 

seen ?). Reply, ndaoneka, it is I. IVaibuka kaibotu f are you 

quite well ? Reply, kaibotu^ quite well. 
(On parting) To one going, kamushikcy amushike, koya koshike, 

good-bye (may you arrive safe, get to your journey's end). To 

one remaining, chala katbotu, kamuchalay amuchaley good-bye. 
nshishiy I do not know, I do not understand. 
nshiyandiy nshikwe^ I do not want to, I will not. 
ambishya tuke-tuke, speak slowly, pronounce distinctly. 
ngu muntu waamba ihuyanif what does this man say ? 
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che'ibonshiy kambo kanshi ? why, what is the reason, what is the 

matter ? 
nchintunshi icho f what is that (thing) ? 
ndiwani f who are you ? 
ntoibecha^ wamba manga^ you are telling a lie, you are speaking 

falsely. 
nshikwe kumutbona, I have not seen him. 
washitanshi f what do you come for ? 
wakonkanshi f what are you after, what do you want ? 
alt kuli ? where is he ? 

ihana ibangu ibali kuli? where are my children ? 
alt kuf is he there ? nkwali, he is there. 
ngani utolila ihoibo f who is it crying so ? 
kamuleka kulila, leave off crying ; don't cry. 
chandalilay it is too much for me, I can't do it. 
wayumunanshi f what are you carrying ? 
ino mbo ibamujayay you are the people who killed him. 
amundetele manshi^ please bring me water. 
koibikako^ put it there. 

koesa ulie nsima njino^ come and eat this porridge. 
tupewo, give us some. 

ndiwani we nli mu ng^anda f who are you inside the house ? 
teshi ngoli a ng^anda, he is not the owner of the house (ngoliy i.e. 

ngu alt), 
nshishi ndi me ndi a ng^anda^ I am not the owner of the house. 
mbo tbakenu alba f is this your wife here ? 
kamuihola ku mwaswa, go back where you came from. 
ngu mwanike mumwenshye kaibotUy mind you train up this child 

properly. 
mwakuambilila mwine^ utakaki, when the master tells you some* 

thing (gives orders), do not refuse (disobey, contradict). 
kwali muntu kulya^ there is a man yonder. 
wesako kulya, he is coming yonder. 
uya mu kushika^ he is just arriving. 
tuye tukateme shisamo^ let us go and cut down trees. 
nji nskila iyinda tbantu f is this a path people travel by ? 
-ulasway ansha unduite shetbo shenUy you may go, if you first tell me 

about yourself {unduitCy u-n-luitey inform me of). 
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ndaiumwd kunkaiamu, I W2^shiiten by a, lion. 

ndamuma lisumo musanay I struck him on the back with a spear. 

tanakufwa, uli a moyo, utolangay he is not yet dead, he is alive, he 

is looking about. 
ndaya anwey I (will) go with you. 

kambo kako kandeshita kunoy it was on your account I came here. 
7nbey ma f is it you, mother ? 
mwanangu ngoyOy this is my child. 

ndafilwa konse, I am quite desolate, all my relations are dead. 
ndachala lyonse ne tnwiney I am left for ever all by myself. 
iJbo mbwdfOy it is just so. 

ii ng*anda tuinjile f shall we go into this house ? 
tatheleshyay nja mwinCy it is forbidden (lit. they forbid it), it is 

some one else's (njay for nji yd), 
kolijatishyay do your best, make an effort (lit. take hold of yourself). 
tanguna mwishiwiley tide mulachita kalbotUy first get accustomed 

to it, and then you will work well. 
mutekumlemyay you are giving him trouble. 
katnuya ibulyOy go just as you are. 
chtmsa the ihuchcy to-morrow morning. 
njatile kuku ndie mbenje nsimOy catch me a fowl, that I may eat it 

with my porridge. 
amunyamuke muye mu ng*anda mulyoy go along into that house. 
nji nshila tuyinde f are we to go by this path ? 
mulenday you can go. 

chali kuiJbotay it is (was) delightful, there was rejoicing. 
mpechi cheluy that is the end. 
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VOCABULARIES 

PREFACE 

These Vocabularies consist of a miscellaneous collection of words 
used, or at any rate known, in the Lenje district. Though made 
with as much care as the circumstances allowed, such first collections 
require caution in use and further verification. The meaning 
attached to a word is not always the only or even the principal 
meaning, and all words would not be equally well known in all 
parts of the district. But they may serve as a step to further 
acquaintance with the dialect, and illustrate its relation to other 
dialects in the neighbourhood. 

Where pronunciation is often itself uncertain, and within limits 
variable, and the first syllable of a word is subject to many changes, 
no arrangement (under any system of spelling) will be quite satis- 
factory. But words are here arranged as far as possible alphabeti- 
cally according to the first letter, as follows : — 

1. Nouns, under the class-prefix (singular), i.e. mu, chi^ ka, tiy It, 
lu^ iJbUy ku, 

2. Adjectives, under the root-form, without prefixes, e. g. -ibotu, 
'MM. 

3. Pronouns, under their forms in concord with nouns of Class i , 
e. g. uno^ ulya, 

4. Verbs, under their root or imperative form, e. g. ihonay yanda. 
If a word is not found under its first letter, leference should be 

made to the note given under the letter itself, or, in the case of 
nouns, under the prefix. At the risk of some confusion, a few words 
are written (as pronounced) in jnore than one way, e.g. with s or shy 
j or chy 'Sha or -shya ; and n before some nouns, / and y before 
some verbs, are sometimes omitted or enclosed in brackets. 

The plurals of nouns are indicated in brackets, and after many 
words reference is given to other words of kindred form or meaning, 
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and (with al, prefixed) to such words in other dialects, especially 
those of N.-E. Rhodesia. 

An accent (^ is written in some cases, where it falls in an unusual 
place. 

The English-Lenje Vocabulary may be regarded as an English 
index to the Lenje-English, and reference should always be made 
from it to the latter for fuller information about a word. 



ABBREVIATIONS 



n. 


■a noun. 


a. 


= adjective. 


pron 


. « pronoun. 


V. 


= verb. 


adv. 


= adverb. 


prp. 


» preposition. 


conj. 


« conjunction. 


int. 


« interjection. 


inter. 


. == interrogative pronoun. 


Various Verb-forms are indicated by 


Act. 


« Active Voice (or meaning). 


Ps. 


= Passive „ „ 


Nt. 


= Neuter „ „ 


Md. 


= Modified stem. 


Ap. 


= Applied „ 


Cs. 


= Causal „ 


Int. 


= Intensive „ 


Rp. 


= Reciprocal „ 


Rv. 


« Reversive „ 



Reference is made by — 

follg. to words following. 

prec. to words preceding. 

Cf. or See, to words given elsewhere. 

Al. to words in other dialects. 
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A, adv. There. (Cf. ku, mu.) 

JLf conj. (i) And, also; (2) 
where (cf. ku^ mu, pa), A , . . a, 
both . . . and, either ... or, — 
with negative preceding, neither . . . 
nor. (Sometimes na, as Al.) 

A, prp. (i) With, in company 
with (Al. na); (a) at, to, from, 
Sec, — of place and time (Al. pa) ; 
(3) of, i. e. the form of the prp. -a, 
of, corresponding to the noan-prefix 
ma-, and sometimes for wa, of, 
when the vowel a precedes, e.g. 
mwana a muntu, a man's child. 
{A, in a locative sense, is also pro- 
nomiced wa and /a.) 

A-, concord-prefix corresponding 
to noun-prefixes ma- and a-, also a 
prefix of verbs in imperative, sub- 
junctive, and infinitive moods, and of 
adverbs. (See Grammar.) 

-a, prp. Of, used in the forms 
way iba, ya, cha^ sha, ka, twa, lya, 
a, Iwa, kwa, mwa, in concord with 
the various classes of nouns. 

a . . ale. These syllables form 
the base of a series of demonstrative 
pronouns. And he (she, it, &c.), 
he (she, it, &c.) also, too. (See 
Grammar, and cf. ala . . 0,) • 

afwifwi, adv. Near, close, soon. 
Af. a, near to. (Ct -fwi-fwi,) 

Ai, conj. (i) So, then; (2) (say- 
ing) that, — introducing the words 
of a statement. (Cf. ti, akwambai, 
and Al. ati, kuti, &c.) 

Ajulu, adv. Also ejulu. On 
(to, from) the top, up, above, on 
high, over. As n., top, upper part. 
Aj. Cy on the top of. upon, &c. (So 
kujulu, mujulu, and cf. Juiu, Al. 
mulu, iulut juu.) 

Akati, adv. In (to, from) the 
middle, inside, within, between. 



AMBANA 

among. As n., middle, centre, space 
between, e.g. akati ka ibushiku, 
midnight, or, at midnight. Ak, ka, 
or a, inside of, in. (So kukati, mU" 
kail, and ct >6a/i.) 

-ako, a. pron. Your, yours 
(sing.) 

-akwe, a. pron. His, her (hers), 
its. 

Ala, V. Overcome, be too much 
for, be hard (difficult, puzzling, 
heavy). Md. -alite, Ap. alila^ e. g. 
mukuli wa-ngalila, the load is too 
much for me. (Al. aivya, afya, ) 

Ala . . . o, the invariable part 
of a demonstrative pronoun, and he, 
he also, &c. (Cf. a .. , ah.) 

Alale, adv. At (to, from) the 
extremity, — top, bottom, farthest 
part. (Cf. kulaU.) 

AU, inter. Where? (Cf. kuli, 
muli.) 

Alimwi, adv. And again, and 
then, so, next. (Cf. a and ^mwi, 
another, It.) 

Ama, V. Shout, make a noise. 
Ap. amina, e.g. shout at (scare 
birds, &c). 

Amba, v. (i) Speak, say, talk 
of. A p. 'Hia, speak to, &c., also 
ambilila, e.g. give orders about 
Int. -bisha, speak loud, clearly, &c. 
Wambanshi ? what are you saying ? 
what is the matter? Tawo chin- 
damba, I am saying nothing, there 
is nothing the matter. Rp. -bana, 
speak to each other, speak all to- 
gether, &c. (Cf. ambana, ambaula, 
chambo, kwambai, ambulula, and 
dist. {y)amba, wamba,) (2) Also 
yamba, begin, start, proceed (with, 
to do, &c.). 'A ku{y)ambaj first. 

Ambana, v. (i) (See Amba.) 
Converse, talk to each other; (2) 
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BA 



touch each other, be close together, 
stand ill line (abreast). 

Ambaitia, t. Have a talk, con- 
verse, gossip. Also atnbola^ atnbo- 
iana, (Cf. amba, kanana, andika.) 

Ambika, v. Prepare porridge 
(put meal and water in cooking-pot. 
CLponda), 

Ambukila, v. Be infections, 
contagious. 

Ambulula, v. Unsay, retract. 
(Cf. amba.) 

Amenso, adv. Openly, publicly. 
A. -a, in front of, in presence of, 
before. (Cf. iinsot anembo,) 

Andika, v. Talk together. {Qt 
amba, kanana.) 

Anembo, adv. Before, in front, 
to the front, forward. (Cf. amenso, 
idngilay ktinembo.) 

Anga, V. Tie, fasten, bind. Ps. 
angwa, Md. 'an^ilwe, Rp. anguna, 
Md. 'angene, Rv. angula, undo, 
loose ; — also angulula, A. iJbuta, 
string a bow. Cs. angika (see 
below). 

Anga, conj. (i) Like, as, as if, 
e.g. chintu anga ndise («(/) Use), 
a thing like a hoe ; (2) that, saying 
that, because, e.g. ulila angomwa 
{anga aumwa\ he cries because he 
is beaten. (Cf. ansha.) 

Angika, v. Hang up, hang on, 
fasten in place. (Cf. anga, ko- 
ibeka.) 

-angu, a. pron. My, mine. 

Angiila, V. Unfasten, undo. 
(Cf. anga.) 

-ani, inter. (See want, ibuyani.) 

Anika, v. Expose to sun (air, 
vdnd), air (clothes, &c.), dry (grain, 
&c.). 

Ano, adv. Here, now, on the 
spot, at once. As int., there now ! 
look! (Also anu, wano, and cf. 
kuno, wunOy -no.) 

Anse, Ansengwe, adv. Outside. 
(Cf. kunsengwe, kunse.) 

Ansha, conj. If, on condition 
that. (Cf. anga,) 

Anshi, adv. At (to, from) the 



bottona, down, below, beneath. (CP. 
kunshi, sA$.) 

Antomwd, adv. In one- place, 
at one time, together. So, Kunto- 
mwi. (Cf. -omwe.) 

Ann, adv. See Ano. 

-anu, a. pron. Your, yours (plur.). 

Apnla, V. Borrow. Md. -a- 
pwite, Ap. apwiia, Cs. apwisha, 
lend. (Cf. lapula.) 

Ata, V. Get (be) close together, 
crowd together, be closely packed. 
Md. -atUe, 

Atamina, v. Settle do¥m, get 
quiet, (of wind) drop, cease. 

Ati. See Ai. 

Awa, adv. Here. Also "Wawa. 
(CC awo, uku.) 

A'^a, V. Divide up, make shares 
or portions. Ap. atSbila, give a share 
to, allot, assign; Rp. a-^ana, go 
shares, divide. (Al. gawa.) 

JL-^TB., A'^o, a. These (persons). 

Awe, A we, with him. 

Awe, adv. Heie, now, there, 
then. (Cf. awa,) 

-a^o, a. pron. Their, theirs. 

Words beginning with B, with a 
few exceptions, may be looked for 
under >^. The ^-sound seems 
clear in Tonga generally and in Ila 
(Shukulumbwe), while Lenje (Chine 
Mukuni) inclines to the modified 
ze^sound common in Lala, Lamba, 
Wisa, and Wemba. (See Grammar.) 
But b is heard after a nasal (m), in 
some descriptive adverbs, e. p. bi-bi- 
bi (of blackness), bya^bya-bya (of 
brightness), and in some words more 
regularly than others, e. g. — 

Ba, V. (also Iba, Ipa). Steal. 
(Ap. bila, Ps. bilwa, bidwa.) 

Words not found under Oh may 
be looked for under J and K, pro- 
nunciation varying between these 
sounds, though seldom with change 
of meaning. Oh is also often pro- 
nounced as chy, i. e. with a faint y- 
sound following. 
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CHI 



Clia-, Ohya, v. Used of the 
change of night to day (as shia^ of 
night from £iy), i.e. of daybreak, 
dawn, morning. Usually iJbushiku 
(night) is understood). Hence such 
expressions as ibacha^ it has dawned, 
it is morning— even used as adv. 
in the morning; ibu ibuche, when 
it was morning; a iJbine iJbuacha 
kale, and as soon as ever it had 
dawned. Ap. chela, dawn upon, 
Ps. chelwaj be dawned upon, (and 
so) be behind time, be late. (Cf. 
imtika,) 

Oha, prp. Of. See -a. 

Ohafwa, y. Help, assist, aid. 
Rp. chafwana, (Al. avwa.) 

Chakulya, n. {sha^). Food, 
something to eat, eatable. (Cf. 
chilyOf lia.) 

Ohala, Jala, v. Be left behind, 
stay, remain. Cs. chasha, leave, 
abandon, cast off. (Al. skyala, 
shala. Cf. Jala, shia,) 

Chala, V. Follow, come next. 
Md. -chalite, Ap. chalila, (Cf. 
ckanana, konka,) 

Chamba, n. {ska-). Chest, 
breast. (Cf. liwele.) 

Ohambo, n. {sha-). Mode of 
speaking, expression. (Cf. amba, 
kambo, mwambOf cheibo, tnula- 
ka,) 

Ohanana, v. Follow, accom- 
pany. (Cf. chala.) 

Changa, n. {sha-), A (kind of) 
monkey. 

Chata, Jata, v. (i) See Jata; 
(2) of trees &c., bear (frnit), pro- 
duce. Md. 'chite. (Cf. shala.) 

Oha^anda, n. {sha-). Back 
tooth, molar. (Cf. lino.) 

Ohx^m, n. {sha-). Landing- 
place (of canoes &c., on the bank 
of a river). (Ci. Ivtbu.) 

-ohe, -ke, a. Small, little, weak, 
few, thin. (Cf. cheya, mwanike.) 
' Ohea, V. See Cheya. 

Chekula, v. Be old, worn out 
— of persons and things. Md. 
'chekwite. (Cf. chembela.) 



Chela» n. {shela)» Piece of iron, 
iron. 

Ohela, V. Pluck, gather (flowers, 
fruit, &c.). 

Ohelo, n. (shelo). End, tip, 
point, extremity. (Cf. ela.) 

Chelwa, n. Earthen blast-pipe 
in native forge. (Cf. mashimbi, 
mufushi.) 

Chembe, n. {shembe). Axe. 
(Cf. kembct mbeso.) 

Ohembela, n. Be old, worn 
out. Md. -chembeU. (Cf. chekula^ 
kachembele^ 

Ohenama, v. Open mouth wide, 
stand agape. Md. -chenetne. (Cf. 
lakama^ 

Chenga, Ohenja, v. (i) Cut, 
pare, as with chisel (cf. chengo) ; 
(2) deceive, cheat, show cleverness 
or cunning. Md. 'Chenjete, clever, 
artful, deceitful; Int. chenjeshya. 
Also chengaika, chenjeka, deceive, 
play tricks upon. 

Chengo, n. {she-). Chisel. 

^henjeslii, -ohenjete, a. Clever, 
cunning, deceitful, &c. (Cf. 
chengo^ 

Chesa, v. Cut (by drawing, 
slicing movement), saw, slice, crop 
(hair), mow (grass), reap (grain), 
&c. (Cf. iema.) 

Cheshya^ v. Make less, reduce. 
See Cheya. 

Che^o. n. (sheibo). Utterance, 
word, business, affair, matter, sub- 
ject, debate, dispute, reason. Cheibo 
chaf because of, on account of, for 
the sake of. ChetJbo chakwe, there- 
fore, the reason is. (Cf. kamboy 
mulandu.) 

Cheya, Jeya, v. Be little (small, 
few), be deficient (lacking, too little, 
not enough), get less, diminish, 
decrease, abate. Int. and Cs. che- 
shyoy e. g. lessen, reduce. (Cf. 'Che, 
and contr. kula, fula» Al. chepa.) 

Chi, ki-. (i ) One of the class- 
prefixes or classifiers of nouns, with 
plur. shi- ; (2) adverbial prefix of 
adjectival and verb- roots, e. g. way a 
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chiimba, he "went singinpf. Chi- 
is used to describe especially the 
language of a people, e. g. chilcnje^ 
the Lenje dialect 

Chibwe, n. {shibwe)» A big 
stone, rock. (Cf. libwe.) 

Chioha, v. See Ohija. 

Chifa, n. {shifu), A falling 
trap. 

Cbifofa, n. {shi-). Pile, heap 
(e. g. of grain, sticks, &c.). 

Chifuka, n. {shi-), Roosting- 
place of fowl, nest. 

Clufalamabwe, n. (shi-). Hail- 
storm. {Ci. fula, lidwe,) 

Ohifulilo, n. (ski-). Smithy, 
smith*s work. (Cf. fula, mu/u- 
shi.) 

Cbifmno, n. Early morning. 
{<Z{, fuma^ cha.) 

Chifunda, n. {shi-). Patch of 
maize, maize- plot (garden, field). 
(Cf. chipoka,) 

Ohiftindo, n. (shi-). Knot. (Cf. 
fundikila.) 

Chifiiniko, n. {shi-). Lid, cover, 
covering, top. (Cf. funika, chi- 
fiveko, chifuo.) 

Ohifuntwa, n. {shi-). Bird's 
crop. 

Ohifao, n. {shi'\ Sheath (of 
knife, &c., case, cover. 

Cbifosbi, n. {shi-). Shoulder. 
Also Lifushi, 

Chifuwa, n. {shi-). Bone, large 
bone, skull. (Al. fupa^ and cf. 
lifuwa.) 

Chifweko, n. {shi-). Lid, cover, 
top. {QLfwekaf chifuniko.) • 

Ohiindi. See Chindi. 

Ohija, Chicba, v. Run, run 
away, go quickly. Int. chishya, 
Ap. chichila, chichilila, {CL ende- 
shya, luibilo.) 

Cbikai, n. {shi-). Broken pot- 
tery, sherd. 

Obikalo, n. {shi-). Water-well. 
Also Mukalo. 

Chikanda, n. {shi-^, (i) Skin, 
hide, leather, rind, peel, shell, outer 
integument (cf. Tnpaya)\ (2) hole 



in which clay is trampled and 
kneaded. (Cf. kanda.) 

Obiko, n. {shi-). Cooking-place, 
kitchen, fireplace, hearth, fire. (Cf. 
mulilOf lifwa, teUkaJ) 

Obikoma, n. {shi-). Smith's 
hammer. 

Cbikono, n« Inheritance, de- 
ceased person's property. (Cf. konUt 
chipiano.) 

Cbikosbi, Obinkosbi, n. {shi-\ 
Nape of neck. (Cf. nkoshif shingo.) 

Obikoti, n. {shi-). Strip of thick 
hide, used as a stick. 

ebikoye,n. (j^i-). Eyelid. (Cf. 
nkoyey Al. hope,) 

Cbikulukulu, n. {shi-). A very 
old (ancient, antiquated, worn-out) 
person or thing. (Cf. -kulUf chekula^ 
-chembele,) 

Obikumbi, n. {shi-), A cloud, 
cloud-patch. (Cf. likumbi^ liyowa.) 

Cbikumbwi, n. {shi-). Eye- 
brow. 

Cbiktuno, n. {shi-). Thumb, 
great toe. (Cf. kakumOf munwe,) 

Obikuni, n. {shi-). Stick of 
firewood. (Cf. iukuni,) 

Cbikwangala, n. {shi-). A 
(kind of) crow. 

Obilaka, n. {shi-). Obstruction 
in throat, impediment in speech, 
parched tongue. (C£ mulaka, shi- 
kaiaka,) 

Obilala, n. {shi-). Cultivated 
ground disused, deserted, left fallow. 
(Cf. matongo,) 

Obilanga, n. {shi-). A cere- 
monial offering. (Cf. langa, chipa- 
yilo.) 

Ohilawila, v. Remain awake, 
not sleep at night, watch. 

Obilenje, n. Anything of the 
Lenje sort, kind, custom, the Lenje 
dialect. (Cf. Mulenje.) 

Cbilesu, n. {shi-). Chin, beard. 
(Cf. ndesu^ mulesu.) 

Cbileye, Cbilee, n. {shi-). Used 
of a number of things together, 
e. g. load, bundle, faggot (of fire- 
wood), bunch, &c. 
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Chilimo, n. (sAi-). Hoeing- 
time, spring, between the cold 
season and rains. (Cf. /ima, mu- 
limo,) 

ChiUndi, Ohilingo, n. Hole 
(in ground), pit, trench, animal^s lair. 

Ohilio, Chilyo, n. \shi-). Any- 
thing eatable, food. (Cf. /itf, cha- 
kulya^ 

Chilo, n. (i) OhiUo, Kilo, 
yesterday, to-morrow (cf. ila) ; 
(2) {shtlo) large bed, mattress (cf. 
iSmlo), 

Chilola, n. {shi'\ Glass, an 
article of glass, a mirror. 

Ohilonda, n. {shi-^ Sore, ulcer, 
wound. (Cf. chimtnga,^ 

Chilongo, n. {ski-). Piece 
(lump, mass) of earth. (Cf. itu- 
longof) 

Ohiloto, D. (ski-). Dream. 
(Cf. lota,) 

OhiluU, n. (shi-). Roof. Also 
MuluH, 

Ohilundu, u. {ski-). Hill. (Cf. 
mulunduy ii/undu, /upiii.) 

Ohima, v. Make weary, tire, 
fatigue. Ps. cAimwa, be tired. 
(Cf. leffta, katala,) 

Chimami, n. {ski-). A patch 
(on hole, tear, rent, &c Cf. 
mamikd), 

Chimbishi, n. {ibach-). Zebra. 
Also Mbishi, 

Ohimbo, Ohiimbo, n, {ski-). 
Song. (Cf. imba,) 

01iimbula» v. Cut up, cut in 
pieces. See Timbula. 

Chimbwashi, n. {ski-), A kind 
of potato. (Cf. kandolo.) 

Chimenga, n. (shi-). Wound, 
cut, stab, gunshot wound. 

Chimfali, n, {shi-). Shadow, 
shade. 

Chime, n. (sAimo)» Stature, size, 
height, volume, measure, weight, 
amount. 

Chimpanta, n. {ski-). Foot. 

Ohinane, n. (sAi-), Piece of 
meat, eaten as relish with porridge. 
Also Munane, 



Ohindi, Chiindi, Chiyindf, n. 

{ski-). Used of time, point or 
period, chiefly past time, as n. and 
adv., e. g. chc chindi^ just now, 
presently, then; chino chindi^ at 
once, in a moment, thereupon ; 
chiibe chindi chindi^ at times, again 
and again. Also chindi^ (i) then, 
one day, (2) formerly, long ago, in 
time past, -a chindi^ old. (Cf. 
kaU^ 'kuluy chekula, and Al. pindi, 
chipindiy of time.) 

Chine, adv. Truly, really, well, 
very. Also chine-chine^ and kine, 
kine-kine, (Cf. -itu.) 

Chinga, v. Cut throat, kill. 

Chini, Chiini, n. Liver. 

Chinkuku, n. (shi-). Big (fine, 
special) fowl. {Qt nkukUf mun» 
kuku,) 

Chinkuli, n. {shi-). Calabash, 
used for di:awing water &c., dipper. 
(Cf. lufulu, teka.) 

Chinono, n. (shi-). Grindstone 
for sharpening tools, &c. (Cf. 
nona^ tnpeio,) 

Chinahi, i.e. chintu chinshiy 
what, which, what sort of thing? 
(Cf. -nshu) 

Chinswa, Chiswa, n. {shi-). 
Nest of bird. (Cf. chifuka.) 

Chintanga, n. {sht-). Pen for 
cattle, goats, &c., kraal. Also 
Litanga. {Ct chipa^a, cha/a,) 

Chintu, n. (shi-). Thing, article, 
object. (Cf. muntUt kuniu.) 

Chinwe, n. (shi-). Cramp in 
hands, feet. (Cf. munwe,) 

Chinyanya, n. {shi-). Light 
rain, drizzle. (Ct fu/a,) 

Chipande, n. (shi-), (i) Piece, 
part, bit (of anything) ; (2) piece 
of bark, used for carrying, dec, 
(Cf. lupamie, and follg.) 

Cbipapu, n. (j^i-). Piece of 
bark. Also mupapu, (Cf, chi- 
pande^ chiyula.) 

Chipata, n. (shi-). Cattle-pen, 
kraal. (Cf. chatOy chitiianga.) 

Chipato, Chipatano,n. Hatred, 
dislike, feud, (Cf. pcda.) 
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Chipaya, n. {ski-). Piece of 
skin worn as a dress. (Cf. mpaya.) 

Chipayilo, n. {ski-), A cere- 
monial offering. (Cf. chilanga, 
paya.) 

Chipele, n. (shi-). Pustule, 
pimple, eruption in the skin. 

Chipembele, n. {iba-ch.) Rhi- 
noceros. 

Chipiango, n. See Chipyango. 

Chipiano, n. {ski-). Property 
(goods and persons) left by deceased 
person, inheritance. (Ct piana^ 
tnpiani^ chikono,) 

OhipiU, n. (j>iO- Adder. 

Chipingo, n. {shi-). Cross-bar, 
for securing door. (Cf. pingila^ 
pingulula.) 

Ohipoka, n. {shi-). Piece of 
ground planted with maize, maize- 
field. (Cf. chifundu.) 

Chipopwe, n. {shi-y and ma-). 
Cob of maize. (Cf. mancheweie.) 

Ohipupu, n. {shi-), (i) Gust of 
wind, breeze, puff, draught (cf. 
kaweshyay mpeyo^ luwo^ pupa) ; (2) 
tuft of hair left unshaved, crest. 

Chipyango, n. {shi-). Broom, 
besom, brush,— for floor-sweeping, 
&c. Also Chipyelo, Chipyesho, 

Chisa, V. Hurt, cause pain 
(suffering, sorrow), torment, distress, 
&c, be painful, ache. Md. -chisite. 
Ps. chiswa, be in pain, sick, ill, 
suffering. Md. -chisiiwe, 

Ohisaka, n. {shi-). Thicket, 
wood, copse, thick forest. Also 
Lusaka. 

Chisakafu, n. {shi-). Small 
intestines, tripe. 

Ohisako, n. {shi-). Stick. Also 
with prefixes, ku-, lu-^ mu-, 

Chisakulo, n. {shi-). Comb. 
(Cf sakula.) 

Chisambilo, n. {shi-). Washing- 
place. (Cf. saffiba.) 

Ohisamo, n. {shi-). Tree, pole, 
post, wood (material). (Cf. mu- 
samo^ 

Chisangala, n. {shi-). Cage for 
carrying fowls, coop. 



Chisani, n. {shi-). Dress, gar- 
ment, cloth, &c., worn as dress. 
(Cf. nsalu.) 

Obisasa, n. {shi-). Door, — 
usually a frame of grass or reeds, 
closing the doorway {fnuiiango). 

Ch^le, n. {shi-). Native 
basket. (Other kinds and sizes 
are hase/e, musele, chitundu, ka- 
tundu^ lupe, kaiupe, chilupe^ 
ntumba.) 

Chisenga, n. {shi-). Plot of 
ground planted with ground-nuts 
{nyemu), nut-patch. (Cf. chifunda, 
munda.) 

OhiaenfirOy n. {shi-). Hole, 
hollow, cleft, gorge, ravine, deep 
water channel, &c. (Cf. chilindi.) 

Ohisepo^ n. {shi-). Edible wild 
plants, roots, firuits, &c. (Cf. sepa,) 

Chishiki, n. {shi-). Standing 
stump, of tree cut down. 

Chishiko, n. Stump cut down, 
log. 

Ohishikwa, n. {shi-), A fire- 
stick. (Cf. lunya, and see Shika.) 

Chishindi, n. {shi-). Heel. 
(Cf kashishilo.) 

Ohishingo, n. {shi-). Nape of 
neck. (Cf. shingo^ nkoshi.) 

Ohishinkulo, n. {shi-). Means 
of opening, e.g. corkscrew. (Cf. 
shinkula.) 

Chishinsho, n. {shi-), Anythii^g 
that stops a hole, passage, pipe, 
channel, &c., i.e. stopper, bung, 
cork, barricade, &c. (Cf. shinka.) 

Ohishiso, n. {shi-). Place or 
means of hiding. (Cf. shisa, chi- 
yuibo.) 

Ohisi, n. {shi-). Country, region, 
land, district, village and its neigh- 
bourhood. 

Chisoka, n. {shi-). Large snake. 
(Cf. nsoka.) 

Ohisokwe, n. {shi-). Grass- 
jungle, long high rank grass. (Cf. 
chisuwa, wisu.) 

Ohisonga, n. {shi-). Cartridge. 
(Cf. limbala.) 

Chisawa, n. {shi-). Dry gras9. 
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grass country, open grassy veldt. 
(Cf. chisokwe, Hwesa, lusensa,) 

Chisu^^nko, n. {shi-). Place or 
means of crossing river, ford. (Cf. 
swbuka, chcptjbu, chito.) 

Chiswa, Chinswa, n. {shi-). 
Nest (of bird), perch. 

Ohita, V. (i) Do, act, work at; 
(2) express by act, show (feeling, 
character, thought), display, feel. 
Chita ukali {sont), show (feel) 
anger (shame). Ap. chitila. Int. 
chitishya, Rp. chitana — of mutual 
action, feeling. 

Ghitaa. See Ohitoo. 

Chitako, n. {shi-). Lower or 
bottom part, batt-end, buttock. 
(Cf. litdko,^ 

Ohitale, n. Crocodile. Also 
Ntale (and Ngwen(i}% 

Chitantilo, n. {shi-\ Place or 
means of ascending, steps, ladder, 
&c. (Cf. tanta.) 

Chite, V. Possess, own. Twa- 
yanda kuchite ndalama^ we like to 
have money. (Cf. li a, and for 
irreg. final -^, shite.) 

Chitipa, n. {shi-). Dirt, rubbish, 
sweepings. (Cf. matipa.) 

Chito, n. {shi-). Ford, crossing 
of river. (Cf. chisuibuko, cha- 
ibu,) 

Chitoo, Ghit6, Kit6 ; also It6, 
Chitd, adv. Perhaps, possibly, it 
may be, supposing that. (Cf. lino.) 

Chittilusho, n, {shi-), A boring- 
tool, auger. (Cf. tulula.) 

Cliitiimba, n. {shi-). Under- 
ground nest, hole of rat. 

Chitumpa, n. {shi-). Dead body 
(human), corpse. 

Chitungilo, n. {shi-). Skewer. 
(Cf. tunga.) 

Chitungu, n. {shi-). An inferior 
kind of house {nganda), hut. (Cf. 
kunka, musumba.) 

Chitwi, n. {shi-). Head, head 
detached from body. (Cf. mutwi, 
kutwi,) 

Chiulilo, n. {shi-). Place of 
trading, shop, market. (Cf. ula,) 



Ohiume-ume, adv. Of thorough 
beating. (Cf. uma.) 

Ohiuna, Chuna, n. {shi-). Seat, 
stool, chair. (Al. chipuna.) 

Chiwa, n. {ibach., also of numbers 
or size, shichiwa, machiwa). Dove. 
(Cf. nku-limba, kunda.) 

Chiwanda, n. {shi-). Grave. 
(Cf. chumhwi,) 

Ohi^a^ala, n. {ihach.) Bush- 
buck. 

Chiwesbi, n. {shi-). Knife. 
Also ^dth prefixes mu-, /u-, ha-, 

Chi'^kilo, n. Place to put a 
thing. (Cf. tifika,) 

Ghi'^ila, n. Rock-rabbit, coney. 

Ohi^^, n. {shi-). Fallen trees, 
pile of sticks, branches, firewood, &c. 
Adv. badly, wrongly. (Cf. -ixfiibi,) 

Chi'^omba, n. {shi-). Some- 
thing soft, soft part, crumb (of 
bread). (Cf. ibomba.) 

Chi'^iile, n. An animal that 
eats honey. 

Ohi^hunbilo, n. {shi-). Thresh- 
old. (Cf.foUg.) 

Chi^nmbu, n. {shi-). Mud wall 
of hut. 

Ohi^Timbwa, n. {shi-). Any- 
thing made of clay,, moulded, made 
by a potter. (Cf. ibumbay mwtbu- 
nshi.) 

Chiy6ye,n. {shi-). Tail of bird. 
(Cf. lipepe^ muchila,) 

Chiyingn, Ohiingu, n. {shi-). 
Fetter, collar. (Al. chipingu.) 

Chiyuni, n. {shi-). Bird (of any 
kind). Also Muyuni^ Kayuni, 

Chiyu'^o, n. {shi-\ Place or 
means of hiding, concealment, dis- 
guise. {Ci.yu^a.) 

Chokola, V. Poke, prod. Int. 
chokosha, (Cf. chomiya, tunka.) 

Choleshya, n. ( — ) Evening, 
sunset. Ch, shiku shyonse, every 
evening. 

Cholwe, n. Success, good for- 
tune, luck, prosperity, (Cf. shuka, 
lishuko,) 

Chomiya, Chomya, v. Poke, 
prod. (Cf. chokola^ 
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Chomw6, n. and adv. The same 
(thing, kind, way), just the same, 
all one, similar, like. (C£ -mwi.) 

Chona, n. {shona). Place to 
sleep in, — ^mat, bed, &c (Cf. 
ona, ibulo.) 

Chondo, n. (shando). Toe (man 
or animal), claw (animal or bird). 
(Cf. ffialaj kakumo.) 

Chonaa. See ChimBa. 

Cho'^ola, V. Be uncivil, annoy- 
ing, insulting. 

Chulu, n. (sAu/u), Ant-hill. 
(Cf. ijulu.julu,) 

Chuma, n. {shuma). Property, 
money, belongings, wealth. (Cf. 
ibuiJbonif ibuwili^ malt.) 

Chumbwi, n. {shu-). Grave. 
(Cf. shikuy chiwanda.) 

Chiina. See Ohiuna. 

Chunsa, Chonaa, n. and adv. 
Morning, one morning, next morn- 
ing, to-morrow morning, in the 
morning. Chunsa-chunsa^ early 
morning. (Cf. mumene, ibuacha, 
fuma.) 

ChutangataBga, n. {shu-), A 
(kind of) spider. 

Chyua, n. {shyua). Likeness, 
picture, model. 



D is common as an initial sound 
in Ila (Shukulumbwe) and Tonga 
generally, but in Lenje seems seldom 
clearly heard except (like B) after 
a nasal {N), being represented by 
7" or Z. 



E often represents a contraction 
of the vowels A and /. 

E, is used (i) to signify assent, 
i. e. Cf e-Cy e-e-e, sometimes eya, for 
* yes, I agree, that is so ', in contrast 
to taOf shikwCf *no* (cf. Al. ndgy 
inya) ; (2) as an exclamation, e. g. 
E manto ! Well, my friends ! 

-e, forms the base of series of 
demonstrative Pronouns, we^ i^e, ye^ 
che, &c. (See Table in Grammar.) 



-eohe, a. Actual, very. Mpuke, 
(it is) the very place (time), then, 
on the spot. (Cf. -inc.) 

ZSla, V. (i) End, come to end. 
be finished (completed, exhausted, 
used up &C. -ela^ -a kwela, last, 
final (cf. chelOy tnana^ and Al. 
peld)\ (2) bear fruit, produce (cf. 
mtuhehf and Al. ch/ia, in same 
sense); (3) lay out flat (smooth, 
even) ; (4) compare, measure, match, 
weigh, be like (cf. koshana); (5) 
test, try, prove, endeavour. Some 
Stems are eUla, Cs. eUka^ e. g. 
level a gun, aim, elekeshyay eU- 
shya, elana^ elanya. Used as 
(4), and (5), elana^ Md. -eUfu, 
sometimes means 'be matched, 
equal*, eleshya, 'try hard,* while 
eshya has the meaning also of (i) 
■get equal with, overtake, reach; (2) 
exchange goods, barter, selL 

Elimwi, adv. Then, again, next, 
and EI70, adv. then. These in 
Lenje are more common in the 
forms alimwit limwij ilyo. 

Embela, v. Act as herdsman, 
tend cattle, sheep, goats, &c. (Cf. 
mwembeshi^ 

Bnda, v. Go, move, proceed, 
walk. Int. endeskya, go fast Also 
enshyOy e.g. bring up, educate, 
train ; Ap. endela. (C£ mwetido^ 
yay yinda^ unka^ nyamuka,) 

-enka, -eka, a. Alone, sole, 
solitary, unique, only, nothing but, 
simple, bare. 

-ense, a. Sometimes for -onse, 
alL 

Spa, V, Clear ground of weeds, 
weed. 

-esu, a. pron. Our, ours. 

Esule, adv. Behind, at the back, 
(Cf. isuU,) 

E^a, V. (i) Look, gaze, ob- 
serve; (2) inspect, scrutinize, 
examine, search ; (5) admire. Ap. 
eibelaf Int. edbtshya, Nt. edbeka^ be 
looked at, admired, attractive. Li- 
etba^ look at oneself, be complacent, 
satisfied* (Cf. ianga,) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8i 



Fin^A 



F is seldom followed by any 
vowel but ^(^, 0\ 

-fa, a. Dead. (Cf. lufu, fwa.) 

Fuohilwa, Fukilwa, v. Be 
naked. 

Fuela» v. See Fwela. 

Ftdma^ v. Hunt. (Cf. mufuimi, 
yala,), 

Fukama, v. Crouch down, bend 
up arms and legs, kneel. Ap. 
-mina, kneel to (on, &c.) ; of a hen, 
sit (on eggs). 

Fukana, v. Play (as children). 

Fukatila, v. Grasp with both 
hands, clutch, clasp. 

Fuko, n. (-^) Field-rat. Also 
M6ewa, 

Fukula, V. (i) Doze, slumber, 
be drowsy ; Int. fukusha (cf. ski- 
nshila, ona tulo) ; (2) dig up, dig 
out, scrape up together, scoop up 
(out), ^ofukulula, (Cf. follg. and 
fumbula.) 

Fukuluku, adv. With a sweep, 
— of thorough, prompt, wholesale 
action. {CL/uku/a,) 

Fukuta, V. Blow bellows, make 
a blast,— at blacksmith's forge. 

Fula, V. (i) Be (become) full, 
abound, be numerous (plentiful, 
abundant), increase, multiply. Cs. 
fulishyat fushya, fill, increase, add, 
pile up; Md. -fulite (cf. kula^ 
isula, komend) ; (a) work metal, be 
a smith. (Cf. mufuthi,) 

Fula, Mfula, n. Rain. F, 
maihcy or ya maibe^ hail. (Cf. 
loka^ mainsa) 

Fulama, v. Be face downwards, 
bend down. (Ctfuluniana.) 

FuUta, V. Kindle (fire) by 
blowing, blow up. 

Falmnana, v. Lie on the face, 
face downwards. {Qi. fulama.) 

Fuma, V. Rise early in the morning. 

Fumba, v. (i) ? Dig with hands, 
paws, &c. Ap. fumbila (cf. fum- 
bula^ fukula^ kadbd) ; dig at (for, 
&c.) ; (2) put on thatch, cover roof 
or walls with grass, &c. ; Ap. 
fumbila* 



Fumbatila, v. Close fist, grasp. 

Fmnbila, v. Cover up, cover 
over (in hole, earth, &c.). (Cf. 
fumba, ) 

Fumbula, v. Uncover, draw out 
(from under), release, rescue, save, 
{Ctfumbatfunaf pulusha, ) 

Fumpula, v. Lift up, raise, 
expose to view, bring to the surface. 
Nt. fumpuka^ e. g. appear above 
water. {CL pola^ tuniuka,) 

Fiimnna, v. Remove grass from 
.walls or roof, unthatch. {Ci, fumba. ) 

Funa, V. Cover, protect, screen, 
save. iCtfunika^fununa,) 

Funda, v. (i) Strip off (bark 
strips from tree, skin from carcass, 
&c*). "R^.fundula (same meaning), 
(cf. sukula^yuyula)\ (a) be (become) 
rotten, putrefy, sour (cf. sasa, ibola) ; 
(3) instruct, teach ; Int. fundisha. 

Fundikila, V. Tie a knot (Cf. 
cAifundo,) 

FundiUla, v. Be quite full, 
have abundance (of), be brimful, 
be loaded up, have enough and 
more. 

Fiinga, v. Bend up, fold (e.g. 
arm, leg, finger), roll up, make a 
bundle (of). 

Fiinika, v. Cover, put cover on. 
(Cf./««fl, chifuniko.) 

FuBta, V. Be mad, crazy, an 
idiot. Md. 'funtite. (Cf. ^shilu, 
konya.) 

Funtula, v. Push, thrust, jostle. 

Fununa, v. Uncover, take lid 
off. {Cf. fufta.) 

Fu^ha, Fusa, v. Discharge a 
missile, throw (spear, stone, arrow). 
(Cf. wala,) 

Futi, Nfuti, n. (— ) Gun. (Cf. 
soia^ eleka^ lila.) 

Futula, V. Turn inside out, tie 
hands behind the back. (Cf. 
ftUusha.) 

Futumuna, v. Unfold, unroll, 
open out. 

Futusha, V. Cure, heal. (Cf. 
ibuka.) 

Fu^a, V. (I) Be raw, unripe, 
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not cooked enough ; (2) be not full- 
grown, undeveloped, foolish, in- 
experienced. 

Fuwa, V. (i) Keep live stock 
(fowls, goats, &c.) ; (a) be well off, 
rich. Int. fuwisha. (Cf. wiliif 
sambala^ and A\./u£U.) 

Fu^u, n. {ibc^uHfu), Hippo- 
potamus. 

Fu^aka, v. Peel oflf (neut.). 
Q,^ fwdbusha, 

Fwa, V. Die, cease to exist, 
come to an end, be disused. Md. 
•fwt'te. Ap. fwila, Ps. fwilwa^ 
fwitway e.g. lose by death, be 
bereaved, Income widow, orphan, 
&c. 

Fwaka, n. Tobacco (plant and 
leaf). Plur. of quantity, shifwaka^ 
mqfwaka, 

Fwala, V. Wear (clothes), put 
on (dressX Md. -fwalite\ Ap. 
fwalila^ dress finely, put on as 
additional dress or ornament; Cs. 
fwalika, dress (another), (Cf. 
fwula,) 

Fwalike-fwalike, adv. In full 
dress, finely dressed. {Ctfwala,) 

Fwanda, v. Scratch (to hurt). 
Also Fwandula, 

Fweka, v. Shut, close (eyes, 
box, &c.), cover up with lid (top, 
mat, &c). A.^. Jwekela, fwekeUla, 
shut up in. {Ci.fwekulayfuna.) 

Fwela, V. Be of a bright colour, 
be red. Md. -fwete. ^Cf. tuwa, 
shta^ salala.) 

Fwempa-fwempa, v. Bend up 
and down, jog wearily along. (Cf. 
foUg., 2\%o fwenfwtnta^ 

Fwenlawala, v. Drag oneself 
wearily along. 

Fwesho, Fweshyo, n. (— ) 
Tobacco-pipe. (Cf. tnpoli^ mbakoma, 
and follg. ) 

Fwewa,v. Smoke tobacco. (AL 
fwepa.) 

-fwifwi, a. Short, low, near. 
afwifwi^ shortly, soon, close, nearly. 
(Cf. follg. and -lamfuy Al. ^ipi^ 
-fupi) 



Fwimpa, v. Be short, low, &c. 
See -fwifwi. Int fmmpisha, 
C%,fmmpya, 

Fwoma, v. Used of low, hard 
breathing, or sound made by a 
large snake. 

Fwula, V. Undress, take off 
clothes (cap, ornaments, &c.). (Cf. 
fwcUcu) 

, H. Few, if any, words in Lenje 
appear to begin with these letters, 
k often representing g in other 
dialects. 

Words not found under I may be 
looked for under Li-, the usual 
prefix in Lenje of the Li- Ma- class 
of nouns. 

1, for Ni, (He, she it) is, (they) 
are. 

Iba, V. Steal. See Ba. 

Ijulu, Julu, n. Top, upper part, 
sky. In general used only in com- 
bination with kuy mu^ «, i. e. «-(or 
e-^julu, ku-{Qi kwi')julu. So itala^ 
isuUf nsengwe. 

Ikala, Kala, v. (i) Sit down, 
sit. Int. '{f)kalishya^ sit on the 
ground (not on heels, squatting); 
(2) stay, remain, continue to be, 
be in a condition or state, live 
(reside, dwell). Likalila, live 
quietly, peaceably, independently. 
Cs. kalikay place, settle. (The 
initial is commonly preserved, 
though not part of the root.) (C£ 
chala, shite,) 

nimwi, Iiimwi, adv. Another 
time, then, next, again. (Cf. -mwi, A'.) 

Inia, v. (i) Stand, stand up, 
stand still, be erect; (3) get up, 
rise up, make a star^ go away (cf. 
ya). ^ Md. -imite ; Ap. imina^ 
iminina, e.g. stand up for, take 
part of, protect, stand against, 
oppose, obstruct; Cs. imika, e.g. 
set up, be set fast ; imikana, e. g. 
be steep ; Rp. imana^ e. g. all stand 
(start) together. 

Ima, v. Withhold unjustly, de- 
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prive of a right, ignore a fair claim 
or demand, deny a due, e. g. 
ulanjima kulia, he does not give 
me my proper food. (Al. nyima, 
nima.^ 

Imba, V. Sing ; used of songs, 
incantations, monming. Ap. imbila^ 
e.g. sing of (about, &c.), lament; 
Rv. imbulay e.g. sing a dirge,- 
lament. (Cf. iJbulanda^ chimbo, 
lila.) 

Imita, V. Be heavy, esp. of 
pregnancy. 

£aiuka, V. Keep stopping, loiter, 
linger, delay. (Cf. ima^ 

Ina, V. Be (become) fat, sleek, 
plump. Md. 'initei -inine, (Cf. 

Inawa, n. and adv. Third day 
from to-day, before or after. (Cf. 
sunOf isona.) 

Inda, v. Pass, go. See Tinda. 

-ine, a. (i) good, true, beauti- 
ful, right, nice, actual, real; (2) 
(with pronom. prefixes) self, very, 
(Cf. tnwiney chines -itfdtu,) 

-ingi, -inji, a. Many. See 
-nji. 

Ino, adv. (i) Now, i.e. shiku 
ino (cf. Hno^ i.e. lisua lino^ ono, 
-no); (2) for nOi you (plural 
vocative). 

Insha, Isha, v. Fail to hit, 
miss, fail. 

Inshi, n. See Nshi. 

-inu, a. Fat, sleek, plump. (Cf. 
ina.) 

Ipa, lbs, V. Steal. See Ba. 

Ipusha, V. Ask, question, in- 
terrogate. Int. ipushisha^ e.g. 
question closely, cross - examine. 
Ipushana, e.g. greet each other, 
salute. 

Isa, Sa, V. Come. Ap. {t)shtta, 
come to (for, with, &c.), e.g. 
cheitonshi tamukoshita^ why did 
you not come? Tuiosa (i.e. tuie- 
^usa)fVfe are coming. A^oesa (i. e. 
ka-U'isa)^ come (imperat.). 

Ishi, n. {ibesht). (Hi», her) 
father. (Cf. iso, iota,) 



Ishi, V. Know, know how, be 
able. Negative present, e.g. 
nshishij shishi, I do not know, 
I cannot; used also as a general 
negative with verbs in the infin. 
mood, e.g. teskt kulimaf he does 
not dig. (Cf. follg.) 

Ishiwa, V. Know, understand, 
be acquainted with. Cs. ishiwisha, 
inform, cause to know, &c.; Ap. 
ishiwtla. (See follg.) 

Ishiwila, v. (i) Get accus- 
tomed, be used (to); (2) be 
domesticated, tame, broken in. 

Iso, n. (ibeso), (Your) father. 
(Cf. ishi, tata.) 

Isona, n. and adv. Day before 
yesterday, day after to-morrow. 
(Cf. chilo, suno, inawa,) 

Isula, V. Be full (of river), be 
in flood. Md. -iswite; Cs. Int. 
isusha, isuiisha, (Ct/ula,) 

Isule, Sule, n. Back, back side, 
back part. Mostly in combination 
with iu'j mu-y a-, ,e. g. &wi-{pY, 
ku')5ulef behind,- at the back, in 
rear, backwards, &c. (Cf. djulu, 
nshi, kusule, Sec, and musana.) 

Ita, V. Call, summon, invite. 
(Cf. tamba,) 

Itala, Tala, n. Side,, one of two 
sides (e.g. of river, hill, valley), 
— usually, the farther side, and in 
combination with ku-y mu-, a-, 
e.g. petahf kuiala, on the other 
side, beyond. 

Itulula, V. Pour out, pour (liquid 
from a vessel. Cf. pukuld), 

lylre, n. (ibeiSbe). Husband. Usu- 
ally in combination with possessive 
a., e.g. iibangu, my husband, 
i-dfako, iibayCy ' ibeiSbesu, 'dfttbanuy 
ihetbaibo, (Cf. mulume.) 

lya, V. Imitate, copy. Int. 
iyisha, (Al. iga,) 

A y-sound at the beginning of 
a word is often difficult to distinguish 
from Chy and Sh, but seems clear in 
the following. For others, see under 
Ch, Sh. 



Fa 
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Jala/y. (i) Shut (door), close 
(an entrance). Ap. jalila^ e.g. 
Hjalila^ shut on oneself, shut one- 
self in or out; Ps. jalitwa\ Md. 
jalitwe (cf. jalula^ shinkd) ; (2) be 
left behind, stay, remain. (See 
Chala.) A common * good-bye', 
on leaving, is kamujala. (Al. shy- 
ala, shala.) 

Jalula, V. Open (door), unclose. 
(Cf.ya/<i(i).) 

Jana, v. Find, come upon, meet 
with. {Ci. kumana.) 

Jata, V. Seize, grasp, catch, 
hold, lay hold of. Md. -j'iie ; Int. 
jatishya^ hold fast; Rp. jatana^ 
e.g. embrace, grapple. (Cf. wesa^ 
and Al. kdka^ kamata,) 

Jaya, v. Kill, put to death, 
murder. Ini, Jay is ha ^ e. g. of killing 
many. ( Al. /a , pay a.) 

(For Jeya, see Cheya ; for Jicha, 
see Chija ; for Julu, see Ijulu.) 

Nouns not Cound under K may be 
looked for under Oh or N. (See 
note on these letters.) 

Ka-. (i) A noun-prefix or clas- 
sifier, usually diminutive in meaning. 
Nouns given under other prefixes can 
in many cases substitute ka-, as in 
some of the foUov^ing instances. 
N. (e.g.) lusakoy musako, chisako^ 
as well as kasako. (2) Adverbial 
prefix of numerals, &c. 

Kabu, Ka^n, adv. Descriptive 
of the act of digging. (Cf. kaijba.) 

Kabwa, n. (Ju-bwa), Dog 
(domestic). (Cf. mubwa.) 

Kaoheche, n. (/«-). Small 
child, infant. (Cf. -che ) 

Kachembele, n. (/«-). Little old 
woman, old hag. (Cf. chembela, 
muchembele.) 

-kafu, a. (Of persons) barren, 
not fruitful, impotent. 

Kaindi, Kayindi, n. (/«-)• ^ 
short time, moment. See Chindi. 

Kaka, v. Say no, refuse, deny, 
contradict, forbid. Int. kasha, (Cf. 
Al. kana.) 



Kakatila, v. Be sticky, stick 
(to, as honey, bird-lime, &c.). 

Kakumo, n. (/«-). Toe. (Cf. 
chikumo,) 

Kala, V. See Ikala. 

Kalala, v. Be angry, severe, 
fierce. Cs. Int. kalashya^ kalalishya, 
e.g. (i) be furious, savage; (2) ex- 
•asperate, irritate, offend. (Cf. -kalL) 

Kalangulangu, n. (Ju-). A kind 
of ear-ornament. 

Kalashya, v. See Kalala. 

Kala^, n. Story (including 
songs). 

Kale, n. and adv. Past time, 
long ago, lately, already, -a kaUy 
old, ancient. 

-kali, a. Angry, severe, fierce, 
passionate. (Cf. kalala, ibukali.) 

Kalika, v. Cs. of ikala, cause 
to remain, place, settle, fix. (Cf. 
ikala.) 

Kalilo, n. (/«-). Small fire, 
e.g. candle, lamp, match. (Cf. 
muHlo,) 

Kama, v. Squeeze, milk (cow, 
goat, &c.). (Cf. kamua,) 

Kamba, v. Clap the hands 
gently. Ap. kambila, -bilila, e.g. 
approach humbly, appeal to, pay 
respects to, present request to, ask 
pardon, &c 

Kambo, n. (Jwambo), (i) Say- 
ing, expression, word; (2) affair, 
matter, business, subject ; (3) cause, 
reason, argument, plea. Shimika 
kamboy state a case. Also kambo, 
as conj. because, and kambo ka, on 
account of, because of,&c. i^oche^o^ 
mulandu. Cf. amba, makani,) 

Kambula, v. Weary, vex, annoy. 
(Cf. katashya, sauila.) 

Kamembya, n. (/»-). A kind 
of swallow. 

Kamo, n. {tumo). Razor. 

Kamiina, v. Wring out (wet 
clothes, &c.). (Cf. kamU.^ 

Kamunkidi, n. (/«-). Tobacco- 
pipe. (Cf. mpolif fweshyo, mutt" 
kuli.) 

KamwaU, n. {turn-). . A young 
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girl. (Cf. mumoye, mulindu, mu- 
simbi.) 

Kamwi, adv. One time, once. 
(Cf. 'Viwi^ komweJ) 

Kanana, v. Talk together, con- 
verse, gossip. (Cf. makanit amba- 
ula.) 

Kanchele - chele, n. (Ju-). 
Women's trilled cry of welcome, 
triumph, joy, &c. Uma iuch,y utter 
cries of welcome. 

Kanda, v. Knead, — with the 
hands, as in cooking, also shampoo ; 
with feet, e. g. trample clay, temper 
for potter's work or building. (Cf. 
toibeta.) 

Kanda, Kaanda, n. {twa-). 
Small house. (Cf. nanda.) 

-kando, a. Big, large, stout. 
(Cf. -nene, -kulu,) 

Kandolo, n. (Ju-), A kind of 
potato. (Cf. chimbwashi.) 

Kango, Kaango, n. {tzva-). Pit 
of stomach, lower part of chest. 
(Cf. chamba.) 

Kango, V. Fry. (Cf. ieleka^ 
pisha.) 

Kanike, n. {twa-). Small child. 
(Cf. kacheche, mwanat -che^ 

Kanka, v. (i) Call out, shout, 
cry. Ap. kankila (cf. ama^ kuwa, 
iia) ; (a) A'. Use, give a blow with 
hoe, dig, 

Kankama, v. Tremble, shiver, 
shake. Also Kankamana, (Cf. 
iutuffia.) 

Kankowele, n. (Ju-), Musical 
instrument, — metal tongues with 
calabash sounding-box. 

Kankuli, n. (/«-). Tobacco- 
pipe. Also Kamunkuii, (Cf. 
fives ho f mpoli,) 

Kansa, Kansha, v. Scold, re- 
buke, chide. (Cf. kanana, kaka.") 

Kanshi, Kenshi, n. {twinsht), 
A little water, a small pool, shallow 
water. (Cf. manshi, iuinshi.) 

Kantu, n. {tuntu\ Dim. of 
(i) muniUj small person ; (2) chintUy 
small thing. 

Kanwa, n. (tunwa). Mouth, — 



of animal, vessel, &c. (Cf. nwa, 
and muiomOj which is more usual 
in Lenje.) 

Kanwe, n. {tunwe). Dim. of 
tnunive, finger. K. kantenguluihya, 
little finger. Also Kanyansa, 

Kanyama, n. (/«-). Dim. ny- 
amay small animal, bit of meat. 

Kapa, Kaapa, n. {iba-k,) Grand- 
parent, — used in addressing. 

Kapambasha, n. {tu-'). Chip, 
shaving. 

Kapepe, n. (/»-)* Dim. of 
lipepe, small feather. 

Kapili, n. (/«-). Small hill, 
mound, bank, heap. (Cf. lupili.) 

Kapokoso, n. (/«-). Ankle- 
bone. 

Kapopo, n. (/«-). Small peg, pin. 

Kapowe, n. (/«-). Temple, part 
above the eye. 

Kasako, n. (/»-). Small stick, 
arrow shaft, &c. (Cf. lusako,) 

Kasala, v. Be warm, cause 
warmth, as e.g. a blanket. (Cf. 
nkasalo,) 

Kasankwa, n. (/«-). Small boy. 
Used also of lad, grown-up youth. 
(Cf. musankwa,) 

Kaseko, n. (///-). Joy, mirth, 
fun. (Cf. seka.) 

Kasensa, n. {tu-). Small stream 
in grassy flat. (Cf. (usenscu) 

Kasha, Kashya, v. Int. of 
kaka^ deny strongly, forbid. Also 
Kashika, Ps. kashikwa, be for- 
bidden. 

Kashi, n. (Jusht), Small village, 
hamlet. (Cf. mushi^ 

-kashi, a. Female. 

Kashika, v. Be bright (in 
colour), red. {Ci. fivela,) 

KashishUo, n. (tu-). Heel. 

Kasola, n. (tu-). Hip. 

Katala, v. Be tired^ weary, 
fatigued. Int. Cs. kaiashOy e.g. 
harass, annoy. (Cf. lema^ 

Katama, v. Sink to the bottom, 
be under water. (Cf. pila^ 

Katende, adv. Enda katendey 
go slowly. (Cf. tuke-tuke^ 
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Katete, n. (/«-, or of quantity 
iba-). Locust 

Kati, n. Middle, centre, interior ; 
usually as adv. witii >&«-, mu-y a-, 
i. e. a^a^i ka or a, in the middle of. 
(Cf. lisikali.) 

Katundu, n. (/«-). Basket, load. 
(Cf. chiseiey miikuli.') 

Kauka, n. {tuuka). A (kind of) 
insect. 

Ka^a, V. Dig, dig up, procure 
by diggin^^, e.g. roots, medicines. 
(Cf. limay and kabu,) 

Kaweshi, n. {iu-). Small knife. 
(Cf. luweshi,) 

Kaweshya, n. ( — ) Wind, 
breeze, gale. (Cf. mpeyOy luwo.) 

Kawili, adv. A second time, 
again, twice. (Cf. iuwili, -owih,) 

Ka^otu, adv. Well, nicely, 
rightly, &c. ^Also, that is right, 
very good, Waibuka kaibotu^ are 
you quite well? — a common greet- 
ing. (Cf. ivota, -wotu.) 

Ka^a, n. (Jitibu\ Dim. of 
liihu, reed. (Cf. chattfu.) 

Ea'^alu^iila, n. (/«-). Mos- 
quito. 

Ke, a. pronoun. It. See -e. 

-ke, -che, a. Small, weak, See. 
(See -che.) 

Kembe, n. {twembe). Axe. Also 
Chembe, (Cf. mbeso.) 

Kenshi, n. (Jwinshi). See 
Kanshi. 

Kenyu, n. (twinyu), A little 
salt, a small allowance of salt. (Cf. 
mwinyu.) 

Kimo, n. See Chimo. 

Ko, adv. There, here, then, that 
is, that is the meaning of (cf. nkoy 
mo, Oi wo). Often as affix, -ko, 
either (i) locative, there, or (2) re- 
ferring to object of verb, e. g. ulikot 
he is there; impeko, give me some 
(of it) ; ko ktitonta, that is the 
meaning of the word *kutonta*. 
Also as prefix, e.g. kwali {ko alt), 
there he is, is he there ? 

Koka, v. Be (become) thin, 
emaciated, lildi.'kokete, AlsoKota. 



Kokola, n. {tck,) Elbow-joint. 

Kokoliko, int. Imitative of 
crowing, cock-a-doodle-do. (Cf. 
follg.) 

Kokoloka, v. Crow (as cock). 

Kola, V. (i) Make drunk, — of 
beer {iSbalwa), &c Int. kohskya^ 
Ps. kolwa, be (get) drunk; Int. 
koiweshya^ Md. -koUtwe. Used also 
of severe hunger, famine, &c ; 
nshala yakola, hunger is killing (us). 
(2) Be sharp, — of a cutting edge, 
point, &c. 

Kola, Koola, v. Cough. (Cf. 
kosoka, likole.) 

Koloka, V. Be hollowed out, 
hollow. Kolola (act.), hollow out. 

Koloma, v. Snore. 

Komba, v. Beg, ask, pray, ask 
pardon (mercy, quarter), submit (to 
conqueror), surrender. Ap. kombeia, 
kombeleia, e.g. pray to, intercede 
for, do homage to. (Cf. kamba, 
senga.) 

Kombaula, v. Break up, break 
in pieces. So kombola. 

Kombe, n. (Jomhe), Net, — 
for fishing, &c. 

Kombola, v. See Kombaula. 

Kombolola, v. Settle a dispute, 
decide a case, give judgement. (Cf. 
sesa mulandu.) 

Kombwe, Kombolwe, n.(7&a->&.) 
Cock. 

Komena, v. Be much, great, 
large, abundant, full-grown, flour- 
ishing, luxuriant, &c. Fula yako- 
tnena, there is heavy rain. (Cf. 
kula, fuia,) 

Komo, n. Stick used in making 
bark-cloth, i. e. beating and softening. 
(Cf. konkola,) 

Komwe, n. ( — ) Pouch, satchel, 
pocket. Also adv., one time, once. 
(Cf. -omwe.') 

Kona, V. Inherit, receive pro- 
perty due to one as heir, &c. (Cf. 
chikono, piana,) 

Kona, n. Place (or time) for 
sleeping. (Cf. ona, chona.) 

Konda, n. {tunda). Dim. of 
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munda^ i.e. ka-unda^ small field 
(of maila), 

Konda, v. Please, gratify, satisfy, 
amuse, &c. Md. -kondeiey e. g. 
pleasant, agreeable; Int. kondeska; 
Ps. kondwa^ e. g. be pleased, happy, 
rejoice; Md. -kondetwe. (Cf. tern- 
wa, seka^ sangcUalwa^ iboielaJ) 

Kongolo, n. Rainbow. 

Konka, v. (i) Follow, go after, 
accompany, follow course of; (2) 
go after, search, look for; (3) be 
after, desire, want. Ap. konkela. 
Wakonkanshi ? What do you 
want? (Cf. chala.) 

Konka, v. Chop, knock, rap, 
thump. (Cf. kunka, and follg.) 

Konkola, v. Prepare bark-cloth 
by beating (cf. komd) ; tap, peck at. 

Konkomana, v. Be leaning, 
slanting, out of line, not straight 
(perpendicular, &c.). (Cf. sendama^ 
minama^ poiama.) 

Kono, adv. See Kuno. 

Konsha, v. Be strong, be able, 
have power, overcome, he stronger 
than, conquer. Md. -konsheie, 

Konslie, n. {iba-k^ Hartebeeste. 

Kenya, v. Be mad, insane. 
(Cf. -shilUffunta.) Md. -kottyeie. 

Kopoka, V. Be tired. (Cf. 
lemay katala.) 

Kosa, V. See Osa. 

Kosi, Kosbi, n. {tost). Snare, 
gin, trap. (Cf. loshi^ ieya.) 

Koshana, v. Be alike (similar, 
equal, corresponding), resemble. 
(Cf. chyua.) 

Kosoka, Koscla, v. Cough. 
Also Kola, 

Koswe, n. ( — ) House-rat. 

Kota, V. Be thin, lean, emaciated. 
AX^Koka. l/l6..'koUle.{Ci,nyanga^ 

Kotama, v. Be in a bending 
posture, bold down (over). 

Kotoka, V. Leave off work. 

Kowa, Koa, v. Stir, stir round, 
stirabout. {Ci. ponda.) 

Ko'^ela, V. Ward off (blow, 
weapon, &c.), parry. 

Ko'^o, n. Light wind, breeze, 



draught. (Cf. luwo, mmvo, nipeyo^ 
kaweshya,) 

Ku, adv. Here. 

Ku, prp. To, from, at, near, 
about, concerning, with, by. Used 
of agent, and instrument, after verbs 
mPs. 

Ku, conj. Where (whither, 
whence), when (since, till). (Cf. 
mu^ a.) 

Ku-, as formative prefix, used 
(i) as a noun-prefix or classifier. 



^if 



(2) with nouns and verbs to form 
locative and temporal expressions; 

(3) with adjectival roots to form 
adverbs ; (4) as sign of the infinitive 
mood. 

Kuoha, Kuohya, n. and adv. 
Dawn, morning, at dawn, &c. 
(Cf. cha,) 

Kuohwe, n. and adv. East, east- 
ward. (Cf. niulisua, cha, kumbo,) 

Kujulu, Kwijulu, adv. At the 
top, up, above, on high, over. Ku- 
julu kwa (or ya\ upon, &c. (Cf. 
julUy ajulu, mujulu,) 

Kula, V. Be (become) big (old, 
great), grow, grow up, increase, 
multiply, &c Cs. Int. kulishya, 
e. g. add, make more, increase. 
(Cf. komena, fula,) 

Kulale, adv. To (from, at) the ex- 
tremity, top, bottom, farthest part. 

Kulam^, adv. Far, a long 
way, at a distance, high up, deep 
down, far away. (Cf. -lamfu.) 

Kuli, inter. Where? whence? 
whither? as prp. before pronouns 
or nouns denoting persons, with 
same meaning as ku. In compari- 
sons : as compared with, more (less) 
than, e. g. kuli neijbo, to me, than I. 
KuliswCy to us. Kuli mbete, to 
me, where I am. (Cf. muli, alt.') 

Kulika, V. Carry a load. (Cf. 
mukuliy nyamunai yumuna, tola.) 

-kulu, a. Great, old. (Cf. 
kula, -fttne, -kando,) 

Kulula, V. Cut the hair close, 
crop the head. 
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Ku^ulyo, adv. On (to, &c.) the 
right-hand direction. (Cf. lulio^ 
lia, kulumofisho,') 

Kulumishya, v. Horry on, 
hasten, act as overseer, direct work. 

Kulomonsho, adv. To (on, 
&c.) the left-hand direction, to the 
left, leftwards. Also kamonsho, 
(Cf. kuiufyo,) 

Kulya, adv. There, yonder, at 
a distance. (Cf. -lya.) 

Kumana, v. (i) Meet, meet 
with, meet together; (a) (of two 
ends meeting) be enough, go round 
to all, extend to ; (3) (of coming to 
the end) be all used ap, exhausted, 
finished. Cs. kutnanya, 

Kumana.. Infin. of mana, used 
as adv. and prp. 'after*, e.g. 
kumana kulia^ after eating. (Cf. 
mana,') 

Eumba, v. (i) Stir (beer, in 
process of brewing) ; (2) lay (eggs) ; 
(3) file, scrape, grate. 

Eumbata, v. Clasp, embrace. 
Lik,^ clasp arms across chest. Int. 
-tishya^ Rp. -tana, 

Kumbo, n. and adv. West, 
westward. (Cf. kuchwe.) 

Eumbuka, v. Have in mind, 
recall, remember. (Cf. yeya, langa^ 
luka.) 

Kumbiila, v. Answer, reply to 
question. 

Eumena, v. See Komena. 

Kumo, n. ( — ) Forehead. 

Kamonsho, adv. See Kula- 
monsho. 

Kunama, v. Bend (incline, 
flow, move) downward. Ap. -mina, 
e. g. weigh upon, cause anxiety. 
(Cf. koiamaf Julama.) 

Kunembo, adv. Before, forward, 
in (to) the front. (Cf. kumenso^ 
ian^iia.) 

Kunga, V. Fix, stick, adjust, 
e. g. an ornament, feather in thtt 
hair, i.e. JC. lipepe mu mutwi, 

Kunka, v. (1) Thump, knock, 
beat, pound, e.g. k. lilrie, pound 
with a stone; k, kuni, chop fire^ 



wood (cf. konkay kunkiinka)\ (2) 
flow (of liquid, — river, water), 
run* 

Ktinka, n. ( — ) Native hut. 
(Cf. chitungUy naitda,) 

Kunkulu, adv. Descriptive of 
thorough, complete act or operation. 

Xunkunka, v. Keep knocking, 
rap at door. (Cf. kunka,) 

Kuno, adv. Also Kono. Here, 
on the spot, now. (Cf. iinOy suno^ 

-Ho,) 

Kunse, adv. Outside. (Cf. 
kunsengwe,) 

Kunselelo, adv. Down-stream. 

Kunsengwe, adv. Outside. 
(Cf. ansengwe, kunse,) 

Kunyufwa, infin. of nyu/wa, 
used as connective in narrative. 
Then, so, next, upon this. 

Kupa, V. Catch fish, by scoop- 
ing up in flat basket {niumba), 
(Cf. seia, lawa.) 

Kusanguna, infin. of sanguna, 
used as adv. To begin with, at 
first. (Cf. kumana, ianguna,) 

Kusha, Kushya, v. Draw out, 
take out, put out, turn out. (Cf. 
swa, susha.) 

Kushika, infin. of skika, used as 
conj. and prp. Until, up to, as far 
as. (Cf. szua, kuswa.) 

Kusule, adv. Behind, back, 
backwards, in the rear, at the back. 
Kus, kway prp., behind. Also 
Kwisule. (Cf. isule,) 

Kuswa, infin. of swa, used as 
conj. and prp. From, out of, 
from the time of, since. (Cf. 
kushika.) 

Kuta, V. To have enough of, be 
satisfied, contented, grateful. Int. 
Cs. kuHshya, e. g. be enough, satisfy, 
content. 

Kuti, infin. of ti, sometimes used 
as conj. Saying that, that. (Cf. ai.) 

Kutula, V. Rub smooth, polish. 

Kutumana, v. Shake out, give 
a shaking to. 

Kutwi, n. {matwt). Ear, organ 
of hearing. (Cf. mutwi, chitwi.) 
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Kuwa, y. Shout, bawl, cry out 
(Cf. ama^ lila, and foUg.) 

Kuwaila, v. Bewail, mourn 
loudly. 

Ku'^nkwey n. Used of elder 
relatives of wife (or husband). 

Kwa, prp. Sometimes used for 
ku, in reference to persons. (Cf. 
kulu) 

Ewale, n. A kind of partridge. . 

Kwali, i. e. ku ali. There he is, 
he is there. 

Kwambai, i. e. kuamba ai^ com- 
monly used as connective in narra- 
tive. And so, and then, next, 
thereupon. (Cf. amha^ at.) 

Kwamuna,v. Tear, make a rent. 

Kwanya, v. Scratch (for relief). 
{QUfwanda.) 

Kwashia, v., used as adv. At 
dark, when it was dark. (Cf. shia.) 

Kwapa, n. {mapd). Arm- pit 

Kwata, V. Marry (of the man). 
Ps. and Nt. kwatwa^ kivcUika^ (of 
the woman) be married. Md. 
'kwete ; Ap. kwatila, (Cf. ibukwati^ 

-kwe. Used with negative pre- 
fixes only, e. g. {n)shtkwe, I do rot, 
will not, cannot ; and so tokwe 
{taukwe\yovi do not, takwe, iatukwe, 
&c. Often followed by an infinitive 
mood. 

Kwela, V. Draw, drag, pull. 
K. ibuta, draw a bow. 

Kwempa, v. Bend up and down, 
as a hammock-pole. A p. kwempela, 
e. g. of jogging along when tired. 

Kwenkwenka, v. Drag along 
laboriously, pull at a heavy load. 

Kwiohwe, Ewijulu, adv. See 
Kuohwe, KujultL 

L as an initial sound is sometimes 
pronounced as D, e. g. danga^ for 
langa, look here ! diso for liso, eye ; 
and often as B. 

Iiakama, v. Open the mouth 
wide, stand agape. Md. 'lekeme, 
(Cf. chenama,) 

-lale, a. Distant, far, long. (Cf. 
'lamfu, kulaU,^ 



Lamba, v. Same as kamba. 

-lamfa, a. Long, tall, high, 
deep, distant, far. (Cf. -Idle^ lampa, 
-fufifwi.) 

Iiamika, v. Put close to- 
gether, apply (one thing to another), 
affix. 

Iiampa, v. Be long, high, tall, 
deep, distant, far oCF. Md. -lampite, 
Cs. lampa^ lampya^ lengthen, make 
long, &c. {CUfwimpa.) 

Landa, v. 'lake, get hold of, 
seize, make give up. 

Iianga, v. (i) Look, look at, 
look about, e.g. as showing life, 
return to consciousness; (2) look 
for, go after, move away, go off; 
(3) want, desire, wish, intend, ex- 
pect. Ap. langila. Int. Cs. langi- 
shyajansha^ e.g. mundanshe nshila, 
show me the road ; also langilisha, 
Rp. langanay look at each other. 
Imperat. (sometimes) danga, look 
here! (Cf. ^a, konkay yanda, 
siina.) 

Langalnka, v. Think, ponder, 
be in perplexity, be melancholy, 
doubt, be thoughtful. (Cf. yeya^ 
UlangalukOy kumbuka^ 

IjMigaxila, Iiangola, v. Look 
all about, search everywhere. (Cf. 
langa.) 

Iiapula, V. (i) Burst out (in 
fright, anger, fury, e. g. a man, hen, 
lion). Int. lapusha ; (2) scrape up 
(earth, ashes, embers); (3) borrow 
fire (lighted stick, ember, &c.). 
Ap. lapwita. (Cp. apula,) 

Iiasha, V. Bid farewell (to). 
Rp. lashana. Common farewells 
are : to one leaving, mukashike ; 
to one remaining, kamujala, (N. 
iasha, ianshay for langishya. See 
Iianga and follg.) 

Iiaula, V. lAy open, open (e. g. 
a box), expose to view, show in- 
side (of), &c. Nt lauka, Md. -la- 
wite, 

lie, pron. It. See -e. 

Iieka, V. (i) Leave, let go, let 
alone, leave oflf, cease (to); (2) 
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allow, permit, let (do), release, 
sanction, &c. Ap. lekeia, lekelela^ 
e.g. pardon, forgive, acquit; Int. 
Cs. leshyay lekeshya, e. g. (1) allow, 
leave altogether ; (2) cause to leave, 
forbid. Lileshya, keep oneself 
from, abstain from, deny oneself, 
&c. Also, lekeleshya^ &c Rp. 
lekana, e.g. leave each other, part 
company, separate, go ^ different 
ways, be different (opposite, contra- 
dictory, &c.). 

Sometimes pronounced lecka, e. g. 
mu-ndeche^ let me go (cf. skid), 

Iiela, V. (1) Swing backwards 
and forwards, up and down, be 
poised, balanced; (a) rear, bring 
up (a child), nurse, educate. Ap. 
lelela^ e.g. act as foster-mother, 
nurse for (another). 

Iiema, i. (i) Be heavy, be a 
burden, press upon, be difficult 
(troublesome, annoying, trying) ; 
(2) feel heavy, be tired (exhausted, 
worn out). Md. -lemeie, -lemene^ 
Cs. lemeshya, Ap. lemena^ also 
lemiya, e.g. be heavy to, vex, 
trouble, annoy, (of food) feel heavy 
to, satisfy. Ps. lemenwa, be tired, 
troubled, vexed, &c. Also Int. 
lemeneshya, 

3. Be weighty, influential, of 
high rank, honourable. Ap. lemiya^ 
and Int. lemeshya^ pay honour to, 
treat civilly, respect, be polite. Cs. 
lemeka. (Cf. -lemu.) 

Ijemba, v. Make marks, cut, 
carve, tattoo, draw (sketch, make 
plan), write, &c. Md. -lembeie, 
Ap. lembela, Int. lembesha, (Cf. 
lilembo, nembo.) 

Ijemba, n. Bird-lime. 

-lemu, a. (i) Heavy, difficult, 
annoying; (2) weighty, influential, 
powerful, honourable. (Cf. iemoy 
'kuluy -nene,) 

Ijenga, v. Make something new 
(wonderful, extraordinary), devise, 
invent, bring about, create. Hence 
commonly of LesOf God. (Cf. lilele, 
Lesa,) 



Iiesa, n. God, thuiider, provi- 
dence. 

Lesela, v. Stagger, reel, totter. 

Iieta, V. Biing, fetch. Ps. letwa, 
be brought ; Ap. Uielay Ps. letewa, 
e. g. have (a thing) brought to (one), 
be brought (a thing). 

Ill, V. Be. Used in a few tenses 
of indie, mood only (see Grammar). 
Li fl, have, own, possess, e. g. uli a 
n^anda, he has a house; also, he 
who has, owner of, a house. (Cf. 
kuliy iba^ ni,) 

Li, conj. When, at the time 
when, e. g. li itfucha, when it is 
morning. Li wesa, when he comes. 

Li-, (i) A noun- prefix or classi- 
fier, with plur. prefix ma-, sometimes 
pronounced /*«-, Z>j-, or /-. (a) Re- 
flexive, i.e. self, selves. (Cf. lied)a.^ 

Lia, Lya, v. Eat, have a meal 
(feast), devour, consume, take entire 
possession. Ps. liwa. Ap. lita, 
e. g. wandita mwana, you have 
devoured my child ; Int. lisha, have 
a full meal ; Nt. lika, Ps. likiva, be 
eaten, eatable. (Cf. chilio, chakulia, 
kuta.) 

Liamba, n. {mambd). Scale (of 
fish, &c.). 

Liansa, n. (mansd). Hand, arm. 
(Cf. lupaka, munwe, mukono,) 

Libwe, n. {mabwe). (i) A stone, 
rock, boulder; (2) stone used for 
grinding if>eld), i. e. the lower stone, 
(cf. mpelo, upper stone), or for 
pounding grain, e.g. kunka libwe, 
pound with a stone. Mabwe ^ stones, 
rocky ground, koppie. (Cf. chibwe; 
kabwe^ 

Lichengo, n. (ma-). Cave. 

Lichili, n. (ma-). Cheek. 

Lichinda, n. {ma-). Fence (of 
yard, garden, &c.). 

Lie'^a, v. Reflex, of eitfa, look 
at oneself, admire oneself, be con- 
ceited, proud. (Cf. li^eiba, nkwela.) 

Lifua, n. {ma-). Bone. (Cf. 
chifua, kafua, and KX.fupa,) 

Liftimo, n. {ma-\ Stomach, 
belly. 
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Ijifushi, n. {ma-f.) Shoulder. 

Ijifutila, n. Usually in plur. 
See MafatUa. 

Iiifwa, n. Plur. mafwa^ stones 
used as fireplace, to support cook- 
ing-pot {nongd). {QUJikOt chiko,) 

IjifWenko, n. {ma-). Angle (in- 
ternal), inside corner. (Cf. tnutwi.) 

Lii, Liyi, n. {mayiy mat). Egg. 

Ijijatishya, v. Reflex, ot jata, 
exert oneself, persevere, go on. 
{Ctjaia, limba.) 

Iiijayo, n. {ma-). Killing, 
slaughter, murder. {Qtjaya.) 

Ijikanda, n. {ma-). Outer in- 
tegument, skin, shell, bark, rind, 
&c. (Cf. chikanda.) 

Iiikata, n. {ma-^. Coil, fold, 
(e. g. of snake). [Ci. nkata.) 

Iiikole, n. {ma-). Phlegm 
coughed up. (Cf. kola,) 

Ijikombo, n. {ma-). Navel. 

Ijikonde, n. {ma-). Banana, — 
plant and fruit. 

Likumbi, n. {ma-). Cloud. 
(Cf. liyawa.) 

Likiimi, Komi, n. {ma-), (i) 
Ten; (3) a beer-drinking party. 
(Cf. kumana,) 

Ijikunka, n. {ma-). Ear (of 
grain \ 

Ijiku'^ n. {ma-), A kind of 
vulture. 

Iiikwente, n. {ma-). Husk of 
ground-nut {nyemu), 

Iiila, n. Usually in plur. mala^ 
bowels, intestines, belly. (Cf. 
lifumo.) 

Ijila, V. Sound, give (make) a 
sound, shout, scream, cry, weep, 
bewail, mourn ; (of animals, birds, 
&c.) sing, bark, roar, &c. Ap. 
lililay Int. Cs. lishya^ lilishya^ e. g. 
/. ngoma, beat a drum, /.////i,' fire 
a gun. Lila misoshi^ weep. (Cf. 
Hswi, lishiwif lililo.) 

Ijilanga, v. Reflex, of langa^ 
look at oneself, be vain. (Cf. ianga, 
lieihay It-,) 

Lilangaluko, n. {ma-). Thought, 
anxiety, doubt {Ctlangaiuka.yeya.) 



Lilele, n. {ma-). Trick, device, 
contiivance. (Cf. lenga,) 

Iiilembo, n. {ma-), (i) Mark, 
cut, notch, carving, sketch, plan; 
(3) letter, writing. (Cf. lemba.) 

Iiili, inter. When? (Cf. H, 
lisua.) 

Iiiliango, n. {ma-l.) Any hole, 
orifice, aperture, e.g. nostril. (Cf. 
muliango.) 

Ifllinga, n. {ma-). Stockade, 
palisading, fortification. (Cf. li- 
chinda.) 

Iiilowa, n. {ma-). Earth, soil. 
(Cf. ihulongo,) 

Ifilua, n. {ma-). Flower, blos- 
som. Also Wulua. 

Ijilulumo, n. {ma-). Thunder, 
rumbling, roar. (Cf. luluma,) 

Iiilondu, Liindu, n. {ma-). Wild 
uncultivated country ,wildemess,open 
forest. (Cf. mulundu,) 

Ijilwesha, n. {ma-), A marvel, 
wonder, miracle, sensation, surprise. 
(Cf. Iwesha,) 

Ijima, n. {ma-). File (tool\ 
(Cf. kumba,) 

Ijixna, V. Hoe, dig, cultivate 
land, work. Md. -Hmite^ -limine ^ 
Int. limishya^ Ps. limwa, Nt. limika. 
(Cf. ckilimOf mulimOy chiia, li- 
muna,) 

Ijimba, v. (i) Press, squeeze, 
crush (by weight), rest heavily on, 
e. g. mtikuli wanimba, the burden 
crushes me. Ps. limbwa^ e. g. nda- 
limbwa libwe^ a stone fell on me. 
(3) Be pressing, urgent, eager, 
persevering, keep on (at), work 
hard (at), e. g. limba kuiema, keep on 
cutting. Int. limbishya, (Cf. lema.) 

Limbala, n. {ma-). Bullet. 

Ijimpasa, n. Plur. mapasa^ 
twins (boy and girl. Cf. follg.). 

Jjimpundu, n. Plur. mapundu, 
twins (both girls). 

Iiimuna, Limula, v. Rv. of 
lima^ dig up (a crop). (Cf. lima.) 

Iiina, n. {mend). Name. Ndi- 
wani Una lyako? What is your 
name? 
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Ifinda, v. Wait, watch, guard. 
Ap. lindila, lindilila. Int. Undiska, 

Ifinga, V. Work at, engage in, 
do (of any occupation). (Cf. -linga, 
as imperf. tense of //, v.) 

Lingula, v. Inspect, examine, 
survey. (Cf. eibay sondela.) 

Ijini, n. {niani.) Liver. 

Ijinko, n. A (kind of) stinging 
fly. 
. Ijino, n. (tneno). Tooth. 

Ifino, adv. (1) Now, at this 
time, at once (cf. suno, lisua) ; 
(2) possibly, perhaps, it may be. 
(Cf. chits,) 

Iiinsba, Ijiinsha, v. Rest one- 
self, take a rest. (Cf. ockesha, 
pumunay tula.) 

Iiinso, n. See Ijiso. 

Ifinungo, n. {ma-). Joint (any, 
of the body), a joining. (Cf. nunga^ 
Al. lunday unga.) 

Xiipande, n. (jna-). Shell, — 
used as ornament. (Cf. lupande, 
chipande.) 

Ijipapaminwa, n. {ma-). Wing. 
(Cf. liwawa.) 

Ijipensho, n. {ma-). Grief, 
sorrow, melancholy, trial, perplexity. 
{Ci.penga.) 

liipepe, n. {ma-).. Feather. (Cf. 
chtyeye.) 

Ijipete, n. {ma-). Ring. (Cf. 
peta, mpete.) 

Xiipofa, Ijlyofti, n. {ma->). 
Bubble, foam, froth. 

Xiisamo, n. {ma-). See Xiishamo. 

Ijisani, n. {ma-). Anything used 
as dress, garment. Also Chisani. 
(Cf. nsalu^j 

Xiise, n. {mase). Hoe. 

Ijisekesho, n. {ma-). Joke, jest, 
jibe, fun. (Cf. follg.) 

Ijiseko, n. {ma-). Laughter, 
smile, joy, merriment, amusement, 
&c. (Cf. seka^ kaseko.) 

Ijishamo, n. Ill-luck, failure, 
disaster, accident, loss. (Cf. shama^ 
shuka, lishuko.) 

liishiwa, n. {ma-)» Pool, pond, 
lake. 



Lishiwi, n. {ma-). Sound, cry, 
voice. See Iiiawi. (Cf. iskiwa.) 

Ifishono, n. {ma-). Nose. 

Ifishuko, n. \ma-). Good luck, 
success, prosperity, profit, advantage. 
(Cf. shuka, iisamo.) 

Ijisikati, n. Mid-day, noon. 
(Cf. /«, hati.) 

Iiiso, n. {meso). Eye. A memo, 
in public, openly, in presence (of). 

Ijisonde, n. {nia-). Pole of roof, 
rafter. (Cf. chisamo.) 

Lisua, n. {ma-). Sun, sunlight, 
day, daytime. Z. linshi, which 
day? Z. h'/i kuli, what time of 
day ? (Cf. shiku, lumwi^ ijbushiku.) 

Ijisiimo, n. {ma-). Spear. (Cf. 
Htempo, mondo.) 

Ijisusu, n. {ma-). Hair, mass 
of hair. (Cf. mi/susu, may a.) 

Ijiswi, n. {maswi). Sound 
(articulate or other), cry, voice, 
speech, word, (Cf. lishiwi, lila.) 

Iiitako, n. {ma-). Lower part, 
butt-end, buttock. 

Litala, n. {ma-). War paint (of 
Shukulumbwe), colouring material 
(ashes, earth, &c.). 

Iiitanga, n. {ma-). Flodc, herd. 
(Cf. chinianga.) 

Ijitempo, n. {ma-). A (large, 
heavy) spear. 

Ifitete, n. {ma-). Reed, pipe- 
stem. 

Liteu, n. {ma-). Leaf. 

Ifitombe, n. {ma-). Dirt. 

Ifitongo, n, Plur. matongo, de- 
serted site of village. (Cf. chi- 
lala.) 

Ifitukuta, n. Plur. matukuta^ 
sweat, perspiration. (Cf. tikasalo.) 

Ijitiishi, n. Plur. matushi, 
abuse, bad language. (Cf. iuka.) 

Iiiwala, n. {ma-). Spot, ^)eck, 
coloured patch, stripe. 

Xii'^ata, n. {ma-). Duck. 

Ijiwawa, n. {ma-). Wing. (Cf. 
lipapaminwa.) 

Ijiweko, n. {ma-). Thigh. 

Iiiwele, n. {ma-). Breast (fe- 
male), udder. 
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Ijiwesa, n. (nta-)* Open moor- 
land, grassy land with scattered 
trees and bush. (Cf. lilundUy 
musansa,) 

Ifiwewe, n. Lightning. 

Li^^, n. {ma-). Litter of 
felled trees, broken branches, &c., 
in making a clearing. (Cf. chiihiibiy 
-ibiibi.) 

. Li^, n. {mcribu). Reed, pipe- 
stem. (Cf. litetCy chaiJbu^ 

Li^iia, n. {maiSbua), Stalk (of 
grain, &c.). 

Li^^yu, n. (ma-). Fruit of 
baobab {muibuyu), 

Liyi, Lii, n. {mayt). Egg. 

liiyowa, n. {ma-). Cloud, rain- 
cloud. (Cf. likumbi.) 

Liyowelo, n. {ma-)* Shout, 
noise, uproar. (Cf. yowela,) 

Ifiyuni, n. {ma-^. Bird. (Also 
Kayuniy Chiyuni.) 

Iioka, V. Drop down, fall down, 
fall (as rain), drip, (of roof) leak. 
Ap. lokelOf e. g. drop on, come sud- 
denly on: Int. Cs. losha^ loshesha^ 
let drop, let fell, throw down. (Cf. 
muloshi,) 

IfOmba, V. Ask, beg, pray. 
(Cf. senga, iamba, komba.) 
. IfOnda, V. Look for, look out 
for, go after, search, want, guard 
against, expect, fear. Cs. londeshya, 
e.g. cause to follow after. (Cf. 
konkot langa.) 

Iiondoka, v. Be well done 
(arranged, in good order, complete, 
settled, &c.). Act londola, put in 
order, &c. (Cf. longela^ ijbamba, 
itfoia,) 

Longa, V. Migrate, change 
village, move house, go to live 
elsewhere. Cs. lonsha^ e.g. /. 
mushij move a village. 

Longela, v. Put in row (line, 
group), arrange, pack, settle, store 
away. (Cf. mulongOf and foUg.) 

Longolola, v. Unpack, taJce 
out (of basket, box, store, &c.). 
(Cf. longa.) 

Loshi, n. {ngoshi),. Bark strips. 



—used as cord, rope, &c. Funda 
/., take off bark in strips. (Cf. 
koshi, mwandOf loye.) 

•loshi, a. Straight, straight- 
forward, honest. 

IfOta, V. Dream. (Cf. chiloto.) 

Lo'^a, V. Fish with hook and 
line, angle. (Cf. ndoiJbo,) 

Lowa, V. Bewitch, put a spell 
upon, hurt or destroy by magic 
(spell, poison, &c.). Ap. lowela^ 
Int. lowesha^ Nt. loweka, Ps. lowe- 
kwa. (Cf. muloshiy ibuloshi^ and 
follg.) 

Iiowolola, V. Remove spell, 
use counter-spell, restore faculties, 
&c. (Cf. lowa.) 

Lo'^csha, V. Cause (allow) to 
escape. Nt. loiboka, escape. 

Loye, n. {ngoye). Bark strips 
used as cord, rope. . (Cf. loshi.) 

IfU-, a noun-prefix or classiner, 
with plur. prefix ma-, «-, or malu-. 

IfUala, n. {mala, maala). Claw, 
nail. 

Luando, n. {ngando). Burning 
of dry grass. (Cf. sanda, tenia, 
chisua.) 

IiuaDJe, n. i^mbanje). Indian 
hemp, bhang. 

Luansa, n. {mansa). Ground 
cleared of grass, &c., round house 
or village, open cleared space, 
clearing. (Cf. luwaya.) 

Lubwe-bwe, n. {bwe-bwe). 
Small stones, gravel, grit. (Cf. 
libwe.) 

Luendo, n. {nyendo). Journey, 
expedition, travelling company. 
(Cf. enda, mwensu, mushinso.) 

Xiuengo, n. (t&a/.) Sable (ante- 
lope). 

Lufu, n. Death. {Ci.fwa.) 

Ijufulu, n. ( — , skif., maf.) 
Calabash used for drawing water. 
(Cf. teka, chinkuli.) 

Ijaifiuno, n. (fumo). Low, 
rumbling sound, as of water, bees, 
&c. (Cf. lulttma.) 

Liiioha, n. {mecha). Horn of 
animal, tusk of elephant. 
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Ifuimbo, n. {nyimho). Song. 
(Cf. imbay chimbo.) 

Ijainshi, n. Water, some par- 
ticular water, e.g. river, pool. 
Plur. manshiy water (in general). 
(See mans hi, kenshi.) 

Xiuinslio, n. (ninsho). Failure, 
mistake, miss. (Cf. tnsha.) 

Iiuita, V. Tell, inform, instruct, 
- show (to), e.g. nduite nshila, 
show me the road. (Cf. luia.) 

liuka, V. Vomit. Cs. lushya. 

Iiukono, n. {kono). Inheritance, 
i. e. property of person deceased. 
(Cf. kona, piana.) 

Ifukoshi, n. {koshi). A (kind 
of) hawk. 

Ifukoye, n. (nkoye). Eyelash. 

liukungu, n. {kungu). Loose, 
sandy soil. (Cf. lusuko.) 

Lukusu, n. (nkuni). Stick of 
firewood. 

liiikuta, V. Chew, gnaw. 

Iiukwa, n. {nkwa). Large piece 
of bark cloth, — used as dress. 

Iiiikwe^o, n. {ma-k,) Article 
for sale, merchandise, goods. 

Ijula, V. (i) Inform, instruct, 
show (to). For Ap. and Cs. see 
luiiat lulika (cf. lulamcC)\ (2) Be 
strong-tasted, bitter, unpleasant to 
taste (cf. muse), (Cf. luluka.) 

Jjulama, v. (i) Be straight, 
even, level, flat, &c. ; (2) be straight- 
forward, honest, upright. Cs. lula- 
mika, set right (straight, level, &c.), 
settle, reform, advise. Md. -/«- 
ieme. 

Ijulembo, n. {nembo). Front 
(of the body), front position, direc- 
tion. Kunembo, to the front, for- 
wards. 

-luleme, a. Straight, straight- 
forward, &c See Lulama. 

Iiulika, v. (i) Set straight 
(level, even); (2) make fit, put 
right, adjust, do (anything) well, 
prepare (a meal, table). Also Nt. 
suit, satisfy, agree, fit. Z. fuii, 
level (aim) a gun. (Cf. lula, luia- 
mika, iSboteshya,^ 



Ifulimi, n. {ndimt). Tongue. 
(Cf. mulaka,) 

Liilindi, n. {ndindi). Furrow, 
groove, line drawn on the ground. 
(Cf. chtlindL) 

Iiulio, n. Right-hand position 
or direction. Adv. kululyo. (Cf. 
Hay kuiumonsho.) 

Iiuluka, V. Lose taste (strength, 
quality, as e.g. medicine). (Cf. 
lula.) 

IfUluma, Ulmna, v. Rumble, 
growl, thunder, buzz, hum. (Cf. 
lilulumo.) 

Iiulwo, n. {maluwo). Struggle, 
fight, brawl, quarrel. (Cf. Iwa,) 

Iiuma, V. (i) Grip, seize, bite, 
hold (with claws, teeth, hand, &c.), 
clutch, grasp; (2) be dangerous, 
hurtful. Ap. lumina^ Md. -lumine. 
Rp. lumana. (Cf. follg., also /a/a, 
wesa.) 

Ijumano, n. Pincers, tongs. 
(Cf. luma.) 

Jjumba, V. Praise, thank, ex- 
press gratitude. Ap. lumbila, 
Lumbila mapule, make a solenm 
affirmation, swear, take oath. 

-Itime, a. Male. (Cf. -kashiy 
mulume.) 

Iiumika, v. Cup, draw blood, 
bleed (surgically). (Cf. mulumUy 
lufna.) 

Iiumina, v. Ap. of luma, be 
dangerous; Md. -lumine, -lumite. 
(Cf. luma,) 

Jjtunoslic, Ifumcnslio, n. The 
left-hand position or direction. 
Adv. kulumonsho. (Cf. lulio^ 

Ltunwi, n. Heat, warmth (of 
sun, fire, &c.). (Cf. nkasalo.)- 

Xiiinembe, n. \nembe). Peg, pin, 
nail. (Cf. kapopo.) 

IfUnga, V. Season (porridge), 
add relish to (food), e. g. salt, meat, 
vegetables. Ap. lungila. Int. iu- 
ngisha. (Cf. follg.) 

Ifungrula, liunguka, v. (i) Be 
tasteless, without relish, spoilt, in- 
sipid (cf. lunga, wiya) ; (2) scorch, 
bum (cf. pia). 
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Xiiinshi, n. {ma-l.) Common fly. 

Lunswi, Ijiiswi, n. (nswt). 
Fish. 

Luntambwe, n. {tambwe). Cha- 
meleon. 

Ifunya, n. A fire-stick. (Cf. 
chishikwa, and see Shika.) 

Ijupaka, n. (^map.) Palm of the 
hand, hand. (Cf. liansa, munwe.) 

Ijupako, n. {map,) Hole in 
tree, cavity, cleft, hollow. 

Lupande, n. {ma-l.) Yard 
length of calico or cotton goods; 
a yard. (Cf. mukwamba, chipande, 
lipande.) 

Ijupe, n. (maiupe^ shipe), A 
kind of basket. (Cf. chilupe, kalupe^ 
chiseled 

IfUpili, n. {shipiliy malupilt). 
Hill. (Cf. kapiii, mulundu.) 

Ijupingwe, n. Raised platform 
for watchman guarding crops. 

Ifupo, n. Free giving, liberality. 
(Cf./a.) 

Iiupcpo, n. {mpopo). Peg. (Cf. 
kapopOi lunembe.) 

Ijupula, V. (i) Slap, beat (with 
hand or stick), thresh (grain) ; (2) 
jerk a fish out of water. 

Lupupa, n. Cock's comb. 

Iiusa, n. {nsd). Kidney. 

Iiusaka, n. {msaka). Forest with 
thick trees, densely wooded. (Cf. 
lilundu^ iiwesoy musansa.) 

Ifusako, n. {mas.) Stick, shaft 
of spear, &c. (Cf. musako, chisako, 
kasako — for various sizes, &c.) 

Ifiisanda, n. {sanda). Fork of 
tree or post. 

Ifusanga, n. {sanga). Bit of dry 
grass, — worn as ornament in lobe of 
ear. (Cf. itulumbalumba.) 

Ijusensa, n. {shisensay masensa). 
Open grassy glade, or slight hollow, 
without trees. (Cf. musensa^ Hwesa^ 
lilunduy &c.) 

Iiusenya, n. {mas,) Parting, 
line cut through hair from temple 
backwards. 

Iiusha, v. Cs. of /u^Of cause to 
vomit. 



Ltislialo, n. Generosity, un- 
selfishness, openhandedness. (Cf. 
lupo.) 

Lushinga, n. {mash.) Blood- 
vessel. 

• Iiusuko, n. Loose, crumbling 
soil, dust. (Cf. lukungu,) 

Ifusunano, n. Natural affiection, 
fondness, love. (Cf. suna, yanda^ 

Ifusu'n^o, n. {suiJbo). Tiibe, 
nation, race. (Cf. mukowa.) 

Luta, v. Beat (of heart), throb, 
be excited, show strong feeling. 
Ap. lutilay e. g. be excited at, angry 
with, shocked at, anxious about. 
Cs. Int. luitshyay excite. 

Iiute, n. {mate). Viscous, sticky 
fluid, e.g. white of egg. Plur. 
spittle. 

Ijutele, n. {ntele). Bamboo. (Al. 
musununu.) 

liUtundii, n. The female sex, 
womankind. (Cf. -kashi.) 

Lutushi, n. Ill-temper, quarrel- 
someness, obstinacy. (Cf. tuka,) 

Ijuwa, V. (i) Lose one's way, 
be lost, go astray; (2) lose one's 
head, blunder, err, make mistake; 
(3) forget, overlook, lose. Md. 
-iuite ; Cs. lufya^ let get lost, lose, 
make forget. (Cf. luwala.) 

Iiuwa, n. See Ijuwaya. 

Luwafu, n. {mbafu). Rib, side 
of body. (Cf. luwali,) 

Ijuwala, V. Be very forgetful, 
quite at a loss, scatter-brained. (Cf. 
luwa,) 

Ijuwala, n. Baldness. 

Luwali, n. {mbali). Side posi- 
tion, side. Mbali shonse^ on all sides, 
all round. (Cf. itaJa, luwafu,) 

Ijuwalo, n. {mbalo). Lath, pur- 
lin, — carrying the thatch on the 
rafters. 

Ijuwaya, n. {mbaya). Court- 
yard, enclosure, court attached to 
house. (Cf. Itiansa.) 

Ijuwanje, n. Indian hemp, 
bhang. 

Ifuwemba, n. Brass, article of 
brass. 
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liuweshi, n. {mbesht). Knife. 
(Cf. chiweshiy muweshiy kaweshi, 
for various sizes, and wesa,) 

Lu'^ia, n. {mbia). Earthen 
vessel. Also ChiiJbia, (Cf. nongo,) 

IjU'^Io, n. and adv. Running:) 
at speed, quickly. (Cf. ckijay 
wangu.) 

Luwo, n. Wind. Also Muwo, 
kowo. (Cf. mpeyoj kawesha.) 

Iiuvirola, n. {mbola). Sting. 

IiU'^ona, n. {ma-Hb.) Owner, 
possessor, — verbal noun with object 
following, e.g. lt4iSbona mapande, 
owner of shells. (Cf. Hfuibani, 
mwtne.) 

Iiu^ola, V. Ransom, redeem, 
buy back. 

IfU^^iimbu, n. {mumbu). Mud 
wall of hut. Also Chiibumbu. 

Ijwa, V. Wrestle, struggle, fight. 
Rp. Iwana^ quarrel, fight. 

Ij-wesha, v. Astonish, surprise, 
Cfluse wonder (fright, amazement). 
(Cf. Ulweska.) 

-lya. This syllable is the base of 
a series of pron. a. denoting distance 
or distinction: that, that yonder. 
Thus ngulyay iSbalya^ ilya, chilya^ 
shilya, &c. 

Ijyata, v. Tread on, trample, 
stamp on, crush under foot. 

Iiyonse, adv. Always, ever. 
{Qi, a, lisua.) 

Nouns beginning with mb, mp 
belong as a rule to the uV-class, i. e. 
mp stands for «-/, and mb for «-«;, 
in these as in other words. 

Ma, n. {ttfamd). This term in- 
cludes mother, stepmother, mother's 
brothers and sisters. (Cf /a, mama.) 

Ma-, plur. prefix of nouns with 
sing, prefix //, hi, and (in some 
cases) /w, itfu. Some nouns used 
only or mostly in this (plural) form 
are given here. 

l£ifata,n. Oil, grease, ointment, 
fat. 

Mafutila, or -e, n. Back (out- 
side) of native hut. 



Maila, Mela, n. Sorghum — the 
staple food in the Lenje district. 

Mainsa, n. Period of heavy 
rains, rainy season, November to 
March. 

Makani, n. Gossip, talk, news. 
Shimika m., talk, converse, tell 
the news. (Cf. kanatta.) 

Makupa, n. Milk, fresh milk. 
(Cf mandili.) 

Makwe'^o, n. Goods for sale, 
merchandise. (Cf. malt, chuma, 
•dfttiboni,) 

Mala, n. Bowels, intestines, 
belly. (Cf lifumo.) 

Malenje, n. (i) South quarter, 
south; (3) Walenje, who are not 
* "wint Mukuni*. (Cf. matwa.) 

Mali, n. Property, goods, wealth. 
(Cf chuma, ibuiboni,) 

Malilo, n. Ceremonial mourning, 
lamentation. (Cf. iila, itfulattda,) 

Mama, n. {ihamama^ iba-md). 
Mother, my mother. (Cf. nyeko^ 
nyifta,) 

Mamba ya Lesa, n. Snow. 
(Cf liamba.) 

Mamena, n. Leaven, malt, yeast, 
— used to cause fermentation in beer- 
making. 

Mamika, v. Affix a patch, patch , 
mend (a rent, tear, hole). (Cf. 
c him ami,) 

Mamina, n. Mucus of nose. 
(Cf. minuna.) 

Mana, v. Finish, come to an 
end, be done (past, completed, &c). 
Used with infinitive to express com- 
pleted action, e.g. wamana kushika^ 
he has already arrived. Cs. manya, 
make come to an end, stop, -a 
kumana, last, final. (Cf. Al. mala,) 

Manchewele, n. Maize, Indian 
com, — plant and grain. 

Mandili, n. Sour milk. (Cf. 
makupa.) 

Manga, n. (t) Drugs, medicines 
(cf. mayandaf musamo), poison; 
(2) tricks, lies, deceit, cheating. 
Amba manga^ tell lies. (Cf. ibuanga, 
lilele^ ibecha.) ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MAia*! 



97 



MBU 



liCani, n. plur. Grass. (Cf. wisu») 

Mano, n. Sense, intelligence, 
reason, cleverness, knowledge, wis- 
dom. 

Manshi, n. Water (in general, 
the element), liquid, juice, &c. Also 
sometimes Menshi (cf. minshiy 
kenshi), 

Manto, n. See Ndo. 

Manyansa, n. Leprosy, leper. 

Mapalapafwe, n. Lungs. (Cf. 
pqfwa,) 

Mapambanwe, n. Parting of 
ways, fork in road. 

Mapila, n. Maggots. 

Mapopwe, n. (s. lip,) Maize- 
cobs. (Cf. manchewele^ 

Mapuli, n. Used in the phrase, 
lumbila mapuli^ take an oath, swear, 
affirm solemnly. {Mapuli means 
dreaded enemies, monsters, assas- 
sins, murderers.) 

Mashala, n. Elder relatives of 
wife, Mwana wa m,, proverbial 
phrase for a person utterly bereaved, 
deserted, wretched, 

Mashi, n. Excrement, dung. 
Also Tushi, 

Ma8hika,n. {s.itushiku). Nights, 
night-time, at night. (Cf. shiku,) 

Mashimbi, n. Charcoal, — used 
in smelting iron. 

Mashina, n. Products of inflam- 
mation, purulent matter, pus. (Al. 
mafina.) 

Masuku, n. (s. li-). Fruit of 
(tree) musuku, 

Mata, Ma8a» v. Rough-plaster 
walls of a hut with mud, (C£ 
shii&ulula,) 

Mate, n. Spittle. Shipa m,, 
spit. (Cf. lute,) 

Matipa, n. Mud, dirt, bog, 
marshy ground. 

Matombe, n. Dirt, filth. 

Matongo, n. Deserted site of 
village, garden, &c. (Cf. chilala,) 

Matukuta, n. Sweat, perspira- 
tion. (Cf. nkasalo,) 

Matushi, n. Bad language, 
abuse (cf. tuka). 



Matwa, n. North quarter, north, 
i.e. the district of the Watwa 
>ple), north of the Lenje. Ku 

^atway or IVatwa, to the north, 
northward. (Cf. malenje^ kuchwi^ 
kumbo,) 

Ma-we, Exclamation of surprise, 
fear, shock. 

Ma^o, n. Millet. 

Mayila, Maila, Mela, n. Sor- 
ghum, Kaffir com, — the staple food 
of the Lenje. 

Mb- often represents euphonically 
nw-, 

Mba, pron. They, it is they, 
i. e. n-iba. Also adv. (it is) here, i. e. 
n-wa» (Cf. mpa.) 

Mbakoma, n. ( — ) Tobacco 
pipe. (Cf. mpoli.) 

Mbali, n. (s. luwali). E.g. 
mbali shonsCy on all sides, all 
round. Kumbali^ mumbali, on one 
side, aside. 

Mbalya, pron. They, it is they, 
i. e. n-ibalya. So mbata, for n-wiUa, 
(it is) my father. 

Mbe, pron. (It is) you. (Cf. 
we, wettfo.) 

Mbelele, n. ( — ) Sheep. 

Mbe8o,n. ( — ) Adze. {Cf, wesa.) 

Mbewa,n. ( — ) Field-rat. Also 
Fu^o. 

-mbi, a. Other (of different 
kind), different. Chimbi, a different 
thing. Kumbi, mumbi, elsewhere, 
at another time. Kambi, again, 
differently. (Cf. -mwi, -omweT) 

Mbishi, Chimbishi, n. (— ^ 
Hfoch.) Zebra. 

Mbo, pron. (i) They, it is they, 
i.e. n-'ti>o', (a) here, there, i.e. 
n-wo. So mbombo, in a moment, at 
once, on the spot, just then. 

Mboni, n. ( — ) Eyeball, pupil. 

Mbono, n. ( — ) Castor-oil, also 
plant and seed. 

Mbo^o, i.e. n^iboibo. They, 
those. 

Mbu, i. e. «-«^ (It is) as, as 
if, so, thus. See wu. 
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ICbali, conj. (It b) as, just as, 
like. (Cf. t&«//, 1^, anja.) 

Mbtilyo, adv. Sc« Wolyo. 

Mbnto, n. ( — ) Seed, grain. 

Mba^o, ady. Just so, all right, 
never mind, &c., i. e. M-Huuiibo. 

Mbnyazd, interr. How is this? 
What does this mean? Wliat is 
the matter? 

Me, pron. I, me. Aldi fm, I, 
it is I. A me, with me. 

Mens, V. Grow, grow up, sprout 
(of vegetable life). Cs. meneshya, 
(C£ ImUiy kormna.) 

M9n8a,Maiiisa,n. Rainy season. 

Mfiila, Fula, n. (— ) Rain. See 
Fula. 

Mfai^ Firi^, n. (ida/I) Hippo- 
potamns. 

Mfwi, n. (— ) Grey hair. 

Milochi, n. plnr. Rain. (Cf. 
loka^fula.) 

Mina,v. Swallow. Cs. mints Aya. 

Minama, v. (i) Be out of line, 
crooked, bent, warped; (a) be 
dishonest, deceitful, untrustworthy. 
Md. -mirume, (Cf. lulama, -ItUeme, 
sendama, pet ana ^ 

Minsa, v. Sow broadcast, scatter 
seed. (Cf. shanga.) 

Minima, v. Clear the nose of 
mucus, blow the nose. (Cf. 
mamina.) 

Mo, Momo, adv. There, in 
there, within. (Cf. ko, o.) 

Mofu, n. {iJbofu), A blind person. 

Moma, n. (mioma). A big drum. 
(Cf. ng'oma.) 

Mombe, n. {ijbombe). Calf. 

Momo, n. {miomo). Marrow. 

Momo, adv. See Mo. 

Mondo, n. {miondo). Fish-spear. 

Mongololo, n. {mio.) Joint of 
backbone, vertebra. 

Mono, n. {miono). Fish-trap 
(of basket-work). 

Moseshi, n. (^os.) One who 
plaits, makes mats, fish-traps, &c. 
(Cf. osa,) 

Mowa, n. (^owa). A coward. 
(Cf. owa.) 



Moye, Mmnogre, n. {^mcyei), 
A girL 

Moyo, n. (mieyo), (i) Heart; 
(2) life, vitality ; (3) feelings, taste, 
fancy, liking, purpose, -a moyo, 
agreeable, pleasant, nice. Kamoyo, 
purposely. 

Mpa,adv. Here, now; i.e. if •^. 
(Cf. mba, i.e. n-wa, and a, ana^ 
wanOj poMQ.) 

Mpeche, adv. See Peche. 

MjMlo, Pelo, n. ( — ) Upper 
grindstone (lower, liAe, Qi, pela), 

Mpete, Pete,n. ( — ) Ring, hoop. 
(Cf. peia.) 

Mpeyo, n. ( — ) Wind, cold, 
cold seascm. (Cf. luwo, kowesha^ 
pupa,) 

Mpila, n. India-rubber ball. 

Mpili, n. (— ) Adder. 

Mpoli, n. ( — ) Tobacco-pipe. 
(Cf. mbakoma,fwesho, ftveTtfa.) 

Mpongo, n. ( — ) Goat. Ka- 
pongOy small goat, kid. 

Mpunga, n. Rice, — ^plant and 
grain. 

Mpwiahi, n. (— ) Cow. (Cf. 
n^ombe, muchende,) 

Mo, adv. Here, in here. So 
mumu. Also prep, in, out of, into, 
within ; and conj. when, while. (Cf. 
kUf a, wa.) 

Mn-, as formative prefix, used as 
(i) noun-prefix, or classifier, of 
nouns with plur. itfa- or mi-; (2) 
with nouns and verbs, to form loca- 
tive and temporal expressions; (3) 
concord-prefix of second person plur. 
with verbs: e.g. muye munganda 
muli muchembele, go into the house 
wherein is the old man. 

Mubwa, n. {itabtva). Large dog 
(domestic). (Cf. kabwa.) 

Muoheka, n. (jnich.) Mat, — of 
plaited grass-strips. (Cf. pasa, 
osa.) 

Muchelo, n. {mich.) Fruit. (Cf. 
chela, chata.) 

Muchembele, n. {ibach.) An 
aged person. (Cf. chembela^ kackem' 
bele, -kulu.) 
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Muohende, n. (iba-ch,) Bull. 
(Cf. ng'omde, mpwishi,) 

Muohete, n. {ihachete). Mem- 
ber of a village, an ordinary (com- 
mon, poor) man, one not a chief. 
(Cf. mwame,) 

Muohila, n. {michild). Tail (of 
animal ; of bird, chiyeye), 

Mufliimi, n. iibaf,^ Hunter. 
(Cf. fuima, yala. ) 

Mufondishi, n. («&a/.) Teacher. 
{Ci. funda, musambishi.) 

Mufanishi, n. (z^a/".> Protector, 
deliverer. ( C f . funa. ) 

Mufashi, n. (i) {mif.) Noose, 
loop (cf. chifundo); (2) {ibaf,) 
worker in metals, smith, skilled 
workman. 

Mufwewi, n. {"dfaf.) Smoker. 
{CLfwewa.) 

Mufwi, Manfwi, n. {mifwt). 
Arrow. 

Muindi, n. {mindt). Shin. 

Muini, n. (juiint). Handle, e. g. 
of hoe. (Al. mupini^ 

Muinshi, Mwinshi, n. {minsht). 
Pestle, pole for pounding grain, &c. 
in a mortar {nchili), (Cf. twa^ 

Muka, V. See Imoka. 

Muka, n. {itfaka^ ibamaka). Wife. 
(Cf. mukashi,) 

Mukalo, n. (jnik.) Well, water- 
hole. 

Mukandu, n. (ibak.) A poor, 
destitute person. 

Muka8lLi,n. (i) {ibak,) Woman, 
female, wife; (a) {mt-k.) any large 
muscle or tendon, e.g. of heel, 
arm. 

Mukata, n. (ibak.) A lazy, idle, 
do-nothing person. (Cf. muioloJ) 

Mukati mwa mwendo, n. Sole 
of foot. (Cf. kati, chimpanta.) 

Mokoleshi, n. (itfak.) Drunkard. 
(Cf. kola.) 

Mukoli, n. {iba-k.) A savage, 
dangerous person, brute, villain, 
murderer. (Cf. nkoli.) 

Mokoma, n. {mi-). Hammer. 

Mukombwe, n. {ibak.) A fine, 
big cock. (Cf. kombwe.) 



Makondo, n. {mik.) Track, 
trail, spoor. (Cf. mukula.) 

Mokonkelc, n. {mik,) Following 
after, search, pursuit. (Cf konka.) 

Mukono, n. {inik.) Arm, fore- 
arm. (Cf. Hansa.) 

Mokonya, n. {mik,) Wrinkle. 

Mukoso, n. plur. mikoso. Urine. 

Mukowa, n. {mik,) Fetish, clan 
or family having same fetish. (Cf. 
lusuibQ,) 

Mukuku, n. (i) {mik.) Current, 
flow of stream or river ; ( 2) {ihak.) a 
big fowl, cock. (Cf. nkuku,) 

Mukula, n. {mik.) Trail (of 
thing dragged, and so) a continuous 
line, track. (Cf. mukondo.) 

Mukuli, n. {mik.) Load, burden 
(of any kind). (Cf. kulika.) 

Mukulo, n. Waterbuck. 

Mukulu, n. {mik,) Head with 
hair cut off, bare, cropped, shaved. 

Mukumo, n. {mik.) Kind, sort. 

Mukushi, n. {mik.) Verandah, 
space overhung by eaves or thatch 
outside a hut. 

Mukusu, n. {mik.) Morsel of 
food taken in fingers in eating, 
helping, mouthful. (Cf. sunay mu- 
sunu.) 

Muku*^, n. {ibak.) A large 
vulture. 

Mukuyn, n. {mik.) Wild fig- 
tree; iTfoXiy likuyi*{nkuyu), 

Mukwakwa, n. {mik.) Road, 
path. (Cf. nshila.) 

Mukwamba, n. {mik.) Fathom- 
length (of calico and cotton goods), 
the stretch of the arms. (Cf. lu- 
pande.) 

Mukwa^o, n. See Mukwesu. 

Mukwe,n. (z^'o^^). Son(daugh- 
ter)-in-law, father (mother)-in-law. 

Mukwesu, n. (z^^.) My brother 
(sister). So mukwanu (your), mu- 
kwatSbo (his). 

Mukwetele, n. {ibak.) A married 
man. (Cf. kwaia.) 

Mulaka, n. {mil.) Tongue, 
speech, language. (Cf. chilaka, la- 
kama,uluni.) 
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Mulandu, n. {mil.) Suit, case, 
trial, dispute, debate, discussion, 
quarrel. (Cf. kambo^ cheibo.) 

Mulanffu, n. {niil.) Bell. 

Mulembeshi, n. {ibaL) Carver, 
designer, writer. (C€ Umba,) 

Mulenje, n. {ibal.) One of the 
Lenje tribe, their country being 
Wulenje, and dialect Chilenje. (Cf. 
Malenje.) 

Muliango, n. (mil.) Large aper- 
ture, doorway. (Cf. liliango.) 

Molia^, n. {ibal.) A greedy 
person, gourmand. (Cf. lia, -wi.) 

MuliU, n. {miL) Large earthen 
pot used in beier-brewing. 

Mulilishi, n. {ibal.) Mourner. 
(Cf. lila.) 

Mulilo, n. Fire, blaze, heat. 
YasAa m., kindle a fire. (Cf. kdlilo, 
lumwi.) 

Mulixni, n. {ibal.) One who hoes, 
labourer, agriculturist. (Cf. follg.and 
lima.) 

Mulimo, n. {mil.) Hoeing, work, 
labour (of any kind). (Cf. chilimo, 
lima J mulimi^ nchito^ musebensa.) 

Mulindi, n. {mil.) A large pit, 
pitfall for game. (Cf. ckilindi.) 

Mulindu, n. {ibal.) Girl. (Cf. 
moye^ musimbi^ 

Mulishi, n. (ibal^ Buyer, seller, 
customer. (Cf. «/a, sunshay shita.) 

Mulishyo, n. {mil.) Spoon. (Cf. 
Ha.) 

Muli^a, n. {mil.) A falling-trap. 
(Cf. chifu.) 

MaU^&Ti, n. {mil.) Throat. 

Mulombe, n. (i) {wal.) Boy, 
youth, lad, young man; (2) {mil.) 
bank (of river, &c.). 

Mdlomo, n. {mil.) (i) Lip, 
month, beak ; (2) edge, brim. 

Mulonga, n. {mil. ) River, stream. 
Also Kalonga. (Cf. nika.) 

Mulongo, n. {mil,) Number of 
individuals together, group, com- 
pany, party, band, line (in file, or 
abreast), herd, flock, &c. (Cf. lon- 
gela.) 

Mulongolo, n* Lizard. 



Muloshi, n. (i) {ibal.) Native 
doctor, medicine-man, wizard (cf. 
lawa^ ufiviti) \ (2) (wiV.) whistling, 
whistle. Lishya m., whistle (v.). 

Mulota, n. {mil.) Ash, ashes. 

Mulumbi, n. {ibal.) A grateful 
person, one who praises or flatters. 
(Cf. lumba.) 

Malume, n. {ibal.) Man, male, 
husband. (Cf. -lumCj mukashi.) 

Muloxnu, n. {mil.) Cupping- 
instrument. {Ct lumika.) 

Mulundu, n. {mil.) High ground, 
hill, mountainous country. • 

Mulungu, n. {ihal.) Sometimes 
used like muzungu for ' European, 
white man '. 

Muluya, n. {ibal. ) A fool, block- 
head. 

Mulwi, n. {milwi). Heap, pile, 
e. g- of grain. 

Muma, V. Close lips firmly, hold 
in lips. 

Mumboye, n. {mim.) Wrist. 

Mume, n. {mime). Dew. 

Mumene, n. and adv. Morning, 
in the morning. (Cf. chifumo, cha.) 

Mumfwa, Mufwa, n. {mifwa). 
Thorn. 

Mumino, n. {mim.) Inner throat, 
gullet. (Cf. mina, shingo, and mu- 
liibu,) 

Mumpa, n. {miumpa). Trunk of 
elephant. Also Mwango. 

Mumpali, Mupali, n. {ibap.) 
Second (additional) wife. {Ctpa- 
likila,) 

Munmnya, v. Mumble (food) 
in the lips. (Cf. muma.) 

Munane, n. {min.) Meat eaten 
as relish with porridge. (Cf. chinane, 
lunga.) 

Munda, n. {miunda). Plantation, 
garden, (small) konda {tunda). 

Mundondo, n. {mind.) Drop 
(of liquid). 

Munefd, n. {min.) Lean part of 
meat, meat (not fat). (Cf. mafuia, 
nyama, munane.) 

Munfo, n. {minfo), A large sting- 
ing fly. 
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Munfw^l, Mumfwi, n. imif,) 
Arrow. 

Munganga, n. {ibang.) Native 
doctor, mediciDe- man. (Cf. muloshi, 
nfivili,') 

Munffu, D. {tniungu). Pump- 
kin. 

Mungwe, n. (itongwe). Unmar- 
ried lad, boy, bachelor, man without 
wife. 

Mtinika, v. Make a light, give 
a light, shine in a dark place. 

Munkalamu, n. {ibank,) A large 
lion. (Cf. nkalamu.) 

Munkomba,n. {mink.) Channel, 
trench, ditch, watercourse. 

Munkonono, n. {mink.) Snore, 
snoring. 

Munkukn, n. {ibank,) A large, 
fine fowl. (Cf. nkukt*.) 

Munkulu, n. {mink.) Cross- 
piece at end of bedstead frame. 

Mtino, mono, adv. (In) here, 
(in) there. (C£ -iw, kuno^ wano,) 

Munsoshi, n. {misoshi). A tear 
(from eye). (Cf. lila.) 

Munta, n. {ibaniu). Person, 
individual, human being, man. (Cf. 
chintUy kantu.) 

Muntuka, v. Break, snap, e.g. 
a tight cord. Cs. muntushya. 

Mununeru, n. {min.) Quill of 
porcupine. (Cf. nungti.) 

Munwe, n. {minwe). Finger. 
Plur. often, hand. (Cf. lupaka^ 
lianstty kakumo.) 

Miinyama, n. {tban.) An animal, 
— more definite than nyama. (Cf. 
nyama^ 

Munyu, mwinsni, n. {minyu). 
Salt. (Cf. kenyu:) 

Munyu, monyu, n. {ii)onyu\ 
A selfish, niggardly person. (Cf. 
ibunyu.) 

Mug, n. See Muwo. 

MupetOy n. {tnip.) Trap, — noose 
and spring. 

Musaa, n. {misaa). Thing half or 
partly full, e. g. ntumba Hi musaa^ 
the basket is half full. 

Musako, n. {mis^ (i) A large 



stick (cf. lusakoynkolt) ; (2) a (single) 
grain, e. g. of maize. 

Musale, n. {mis.) Sugar-cane. 

Musambashi, n. {ibas^ A trader, 
man of means. (Cf. sambala, -sa- 
mbashi.) 

Musamo, n. {mis.) (i) Large 
tree (cf. chisattic) ; (3) drug, medi- 
cine. (Cf. mayanday manga.) 

Musampi, n. {mis.) Branch, 
bough. 

Musana,n. {mis.) Back (of body). 
(Cf. isuie.) 

Musankwa, n. {ibas.) Boy, lad, 
young man ; sometimes of animals, 
young male. 

Musansa, n. {mis.) Wild forest 
land. 

Muse, n. Sweetness (to taste). 

Musebensa, n. {mis.) Work 
done for hire, paid labour. (Cf. 
sebensa, tuhito.) 

Musemuna, n. {mis.) First rains, 
at the beginning of the rainy season 
{mainsa). 

Musenga, n. Sand. (Cf. lusuko.) 

Musensa, n. {mis,) See Ijusensa. 

Museye, n. {mis,) Earth, soil, 
mould, ground.. 

MushA, n. {jbaska). Slave. (Cf. 
mwame.) 

Mushala, n. {ibasA.) First cousin. 

Mushi, n. {mishi). Village, town, 
hamlet 

Mushike, n. {ibash.) Widow, 
widower. 

Musbikulu, n. {-Aash.) Grand- 
child. (Cf. mwishikulu.) 

Mushimu, n. {mish.) Spirit, soul. 

Mushinsi, n. {mish,) Darkness. 
(Cf. ibusiku, shia.) 

Mushinso, n. {mish.) Long jour- 
ney, great distance, a long way. (Cf. 
lu^ndo,) 

Mushitu, Musitu, n. Thick 
undergrowth, bushes, reeds, &c., as 
in a river. 

Musimbi, n. {ibas,) Big girl, 
young woman. (Cf. moye, mulitSu,) 

Musishi, n. {mis.) Tendon of 
heel or wrist. (Cf. mukashi,) 
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Musonlari, n. (mis,) Nail (iron). 
(Cf. lunembe,) 

Mosondeshi, n. (was.) An in- 
quisitive person, esp. of native doctor 
investigating the cause of sickness, 
&c. Also MusondL (Cf. sonda, 
muloshu) 

Musonko, n. (mis^ Tax. (Cf. 
sonka^ 

Musoshi, n. (mis,) Tear (of 
the eye). 

Musule, adv. (In) behind, from 
behind. (Cf. kusule^ istde.) 

Musumba, n. (mis.) Native hut. 
(Cf. ng*anda, chitungu^ 

Musiine, n. (i^oj.) Young bul- 
lock. 

Musungu, n. (iSbas.) European, 
white man. (Cf. Mulungu.) 

Musunu, n. (mis.) Morsel taken 
in fingers when eating, a mouthful, 
helping. (Cf. suna^ muki4su.) 

Miisushl, n. (/7/i>.) Soup, gravy, 
— used as a relish with porridge. 

Musiisu, n. (mis.) A single hair. 
(Cf. lisusUf hair in general, a quan- 
tity of hair.) 

Musuwp, n. (jdfas.) A quarrel- 
some, vindictive, violent person. 
(Cf. tifusuwa.) 

Muswa, n. (miswa). White ant. 

Miiswayishi, n. (ibas.) Fisher- 
man. 

Mutamino, n. (mii.) Head-rest, 
wooden pillow. 

Mutanda, n. (mit,) Shelter-hut, 
shed (of leaves and branches). 

Mutanshi, n. (ibat.) Leader, 
foremost man. (Cf. tan^iia.) 

Mutanti, n. (mit.) Sidepiece of 
bed-frame. 

Matatula, n. (mit.) Flexible 
stick or whip of hide. (Cf. chikoti,) 

Mutelekeshi, n. (ijbat.) Cook. 
(Cf. te!eka.) 

Mutembo, n. (mit.) Pole used 
by two men carrying a load between 
them. (Cf. temba.) 

Muteshi, n. (ibat.) One who traps 
game, &c. (Cf. teya.) 

Mute'^eahi, n. (ijbat») One who 



makes presents, — a kind, liberal 
person. 

Mutolo, n. (i) (mit.) Load, 
burden (cl mukuii, tola) ; (a) (iba-) 
a lazy person. 

Mutulo, n. (mit.) A chiefs due, 
tribute in kind, food, &c. (Cf. /Wa, 
musonko.) 

Mutmnwa, n. (ibat,) Servant, 
messenger, employ^. (C£ tuma.) 
Also Mutumishi, 

Mutuntu, n. (mit,) Carcass 
(of animal), dead body. 

Mutwi, n. (mitwt), (i) Head 
(of body); (2) comer (external), 
angle, projection. (Cf. chiiwi^ 
kutwi,) 

Muuya, Muya, n. Breath. 

Muwa, n. (miuwa), Smith*s 
bellows. (Clfukuia.) 

Mawanga, n. (miw.) Lower 
jaw-bone. 

Mu^ansishi, n. (ibaib.) One who 
deals out food from granary or store, 
steward. (Cf. ibawa.) 

Mu^ata, n. (miib.) Scar of 
wound or ulcer. 

Mu^eleko, n. (miib,) Work, 
labour. (Ct ibeieka, nchito, mulimo^ 
musebensa.) 

Mu^enje - wenje, n. (miib.) 
Light-hole, window. 

Muteshi, n. (ibaib.) Slanderer, 
liar. (Cf. iifg/a.) 

Mawesishi, n. (ibaib,) Carpenter. 
(Cf. wgsa, mbeso.) 

Muwili, n. (miiit). Body. 

Muwindi, n. (miw,) Cloth worn 
tightly tucked over the loins. 

Mu'iHye, Mu'^e, n. (ibcedfiye). 
Friend, companion, comrade,— com- 
monly combined with possess. 
MuibiyangUy ibaibianu. 

Muwo, n. Air (in general), 
wind. Ku muwo, up in (out in) 
the air. (Cf. luwo, mpeyo^ muya.) 

Mu^hilishi, n. (ibaib.) Teacher, 
instructor, informant. (Cf. ibu/a, 
musambiskif mufundishi,) 

Mu^^imgo, n. (miib,) Tree yield- 
ing india-rubber (mpild). 
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Mu^niUhi, n. {wcpdf.) Potter, 
moulder, maker of earthen vessels. 
(Cf. ibuntba:) 

Mu^^yu, Q. {miib.) Baobab tree 
(fruit, Ivdbuyu)^ 

Mu^ye, n. See MiriHye. 

Moya, Mauy^ n. (i) {miuyd). 
Breath; (a) {w^) skilled work- 
man, mechanic, smith. 

Moyanda, n. {miy*) Root, dmg. 
(Cf. musamoy ^uanga.) 

Muyowa, n. (wi>0 Heavy cloud, 
continuous rain. (Cf, liyowa, li- 
kumbiffula,) 

Muyuni, n. (miy,) Large bird. 
(Cf. chiyunif kayuni,) 

Mwaka, n. imiaka\ Year. 

Mwako, n. {miaJ^)^ Gorge, 
cleft, pass, gap, ravine. 

Mwala, n. {miala), (]) Rock, 
cliff, boulder, large ttone (cf. 
libwe); (2) water-hole, <jiug-out 
well (cf. tnukaio), 

Mwalu, n. {-d/alu). Friend, com- 
panion. (Cf. ndo, mutlbiyfi,) 

Mwambo, n. {niiambii\ (i) 
Word, utterance, speech (cf, kffllf^bo^ 
amba)\ (3) bait. 

Mwame, n. {ibaafni). (i) Chief, 
headman of a village ; (a) free man, 
not a slave {musnUf cf. muchitc) ; 
(3) common title in respeotiul 
address, — sir. (Cf. ibuame.) 

Mwana, n. (iband), (i) A per- 
son (cf. mwanalume^ mwanakaik%\ 
(a) a child (cf. mwanike) ; (3) a son 
(or daughter), also nephew (or 
niece) ; (4) one who is dependent on, 
or attached to another. Cf. mwana 
a iberUf a man of another village or 
family. The plur. ihana seems used 
as a polite mode of address, and 
ibana td, iJbana md^ of elder relativei 
on father's and mother's side. 

Mwanakashi, n. {^an^ Female 
person, wife. (Cf. mwanuy -kashi.) 

Mwanalume, n. {iSban.) Male 
person, husband. (Cf^ mwana, 
-iufne.) 

Mwando, n. {miandd). String, 
cord. (Cf. loshu) 



Mwango, n. (miango). Trunk 
of elephant. (Cf. mumpa.) 

Mwanike, n. {iban.) Child , boy, 
girl. (Cf. mwana, -che,) 

Mwanshya, n. {mianshya). 
Crack, fissure, cleft. 

Mwansi, n. (itanst). One of 
same village, friend, neighbour. 
(Cf. mtuSfiyef mwensuma,) 

Mwashi, n. Poison, — used in 
ordeals. {Ct ibuanga.) 

Mwa^a, n. {ibamw,) A kind of 
fox or jackal. 

Mwaya, v. (i) Scatter, disperse, 
spread about ; (2) demolish, destroy, 
break up (down) in pieces. Int. 
mwayisha, Nt. mwayika, 

Mwe, pron. You (plur.). (Cf. 
mwtdfo.) 

Mwembeshi,n. (z&^fn^-). Keeper 
of cattle, goats, &c., herdsman. 
(Cf. embela.) 

Mwenda, n. (mienda). Low 
hut, — poles and thatch, no walls. 
(Cf. musumba, muianta, ng^anda.) 

Mwendo, n. {rniendo). Leg, 
foot. (Cf. enda, wendo, and follg.) 

Mwenshi-nyina, n. {ben.) His 
(her) friend, companion. In plur. 
their companions. Also used with 
possess, adj. wakwe, wesu, wanu^ 
wdwo, (Cf. mwensuma, and follg.) 

Mwenshi-nyoko, n. Your com- 
panion, friend. 

Mwensu, n. (ibensu). Traveller, 
stranger, guest. (Cf. mwensu, enda,) 

Mwensuma, n. {iben,) Friend, 
companion, my companion, — with 
or without wangu, (Cf. mwenshi 
nynia,) 

Mweshi, n. {mieshi). Moon, 
month (lunar). 

Mweta, V. Scatter, disperse, go 
in different directions. (Cf. mwaya,) 

Mwe'^o, pron. You (plur.). 

-mwi, a. pron. Another (of same 
kind), any one, one, similar, like, 
fellow, match. In plur. others (of 
lame kind), some, some more. (Cf. 
•mbit of another kind, other, and 
•^me,) 
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Mwiohwa, n. {^ech,) Sister's 
child. Also Mwipwa, 

Mwifl, n. {ibefi.) Thief. Also 
Mwipi, (Cf. ba, ipa^ 

Mwindi, Muindi, n. (mindi). 
Shin. 

Mwine, Mwlni, n. {itene), (i) 
Owner, possessor, — used either 
alone, i. e. man in authority, house- 
holder, chief, father, or followed by 
thing owned without preposition, 
e.g. mw, n^anda, owner of a house ; 
mw. tnulonga^ inhabitant of river, 
i. e. fish, crocodile, &c ; mw, 
mukowa, member of a clan ; mw, 
kwaibOj a man of their village. Cf. 
mwinenshif a man of what clan 
(fetish) ? (a) Dead body (human), 
corpse. 

Mwiko, n. {mikos. Large spoon, 
ladle. 

MwinjiU, n. {ibamw.) Wild 
boar. 

Mwinshi, n. {minshi). Pestle, 
heavy pole for pounding grain in 
mortar {nchilt), (Cf. twa,) 

Mwinyu, Munyu, n. Salt. (Cf. 
kenyu,) 

Mwishikula, n. (ibesh.) Grand- 
father. (Cf. kapa, mushikttlu.) 

Mwipi, n. {ibept). Thief. Also 
MvTifi. (Cf. ba, ipa.) 

Myonta, v. Lick, kiss. (Cf. 
nyanguta.) 



NDTTMB 



Nouns of the A^ class, not found 
under M", may be looked for under 
the consonant following^, especially 

N-, (i) one of the class-prefixes 
or classifiers of nouns, with the same 
in plur. or ski- ; (a) often prefixed 
to words, especially pronouns, to 
give emphasis, or indicate a predi- 
cate (cf. ni), 

JSla, conj. and prep., but com- 
monly a in Lenje. (See A.) 

Naluvwi, n. (iban,) Reed-buck. 

19'amata, n. Friends, fellows, 
people, — used in address to several. 



Namundele, n. Spider's bag 
or pouch. 

19'amaiiwa, n. ? Large kind of 
water-melon. 

19'ana; v. Apply to oneself oil, 
grease, ointment Act. nanika, 

Nanda, n. ( — ) House. See 
Ng'anda. 

19'aiiga, V. Walk on the toes, 
go gently. 

IS'anika, v. See Nana. 

Nantambwe, naluntambwe, n. 
Chameleon. 

Na^nnene, n. Elder or senior 
woman (wife). (Cf. -nene, and 
foUg.) 

Na^Hmike, Na^hianike, n. 
Younger or junior woman (wife). 
(Cf. prec. and mwanike.) 

Nohi. That is why, so it is that. 
(Cf. chinshi.) 

Nchili, n. ( — , or shichili^ or of 
size machili). Wooden mortar for 
pounding (/wa) grain, &c., with a 
pestle {mwinshi), 

Nohinko, n. Ungovernable fury, 
madness, wild insane action. (Cf. 
ibusAilu, /unfa.) 

Ndalama, n. Money, coin. 

Nda^a, n. So and so, some one, 
any one, — ^name not mentioned. 

Nde, adv. (i.e. n-le). Then, 
just then, at the time. (Ct le, H,) 

Ndesu, n. ( — ) Chin, beard. 
(Cf. chilesUf mulesu^ 

Ndi-. (i) With verbs, prefix of 
first pers. sing. I ; (a) with personal 
pronouns, either for emphasis (i e. 
n-lt), e.g. ndiwe, (it is) you, 
ndiwanif who are you ?, or as prep, 
by, of agent. 

Ndo, n. {manto). Friend, com- 
rade, — usually in addressing. (Cf. 
namata, mwdfiye, mwalu, mensuma,) 

Ndo^o, n. (--) Fish-hook. (Cf. 
laiba,) 

Ndu, adv. Descriptive of thump 
or throb of heart, &c. Mcyo ndu, 
her heart gave a leap. 

Ndume, n. ( — ) A male animal. 
(Cf. -iume.) 
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Ife, used as pron., prefix or 
snffix, for neUbo. Netnwine^ I 
myself. 

Nexnbo, vs/^mkunemhOyammho. 
In front, forwards, before. 

-none, a. (i) Large, big, great, 
tbick, bulky, stout, &c.; (a) old, 
elderly. (Cf. -kulu^ ibunene.) 

Nenga, v. Cut, make a cnt or 
incision, slice up. Int. nensha. 
(Cf. tema,) 

TSle^o, pron. first pers. sing. I, 
me. 

K-fwriti, Fwltl, n. (— ) Wizard, 
witch-doctor. (Cf. muloshi, mu- 
nganga, itufwiti,) 

Nga, used in Lenje as suffix of 
verb lif *be,* expressing continu- 
ance. 

Ng*aiida,n. {n^anda,5hinganda^ 
mang^anda^ mandd). Native hut, 
circular, of poles and mud, thatched 
with grass; house (in general). 
(Cf. musumba^ chitungu, nkunka.) 

Ngani, interr. Who is it ? 

-ngi, a. Many. See -nji 

Ngila, V. SeeNjUa. 

K'g'ombe, n. (— ) Ox, cattle. 
(Cf. mpwiskif muchetuU.) 

19'g'oma, n. ( — ) Drum. (Cf. 
moma,) 

Ngoyo,pron. This, that (person). 

Ngu, pron. This (person). 

19'giiluwe, 19'guwe, n. ( — ) Pig. 

Ngulya, pron. a. That (person). 
(Cf. -lya,) 

Ng'umba, n. ( — ) A barren, or 
impotent person. (Cf. mukafu.') 

19'gmiga, n. ( — ) Bells worn at 
the waist by dancers. 

Ngusu, Nkusu, n. ( — ) Strength, 
force, power. 

Ngu^i, n. ( — ) Cry of joy (wel- 
come, gratitude). (Ctkanchelecheie.) 

Ngu^o, n. ( — ) Calico, cloth, 
— more commonly nsalu, 

Ngwena, n. ( — ) Crocodile. 
Also Ntale. 

Ni, V. invar. He (she, it) is, 
they are. 

Nika» n, {nika^ or of number, 



size, manika). River, stream. (Cf. 
chinika^ mulonga, kasensa.) 

-nini, a. Small, little, young, few. 
Kuniniy anini^ adv. A little, slowly, 
by degrees, gently, &c. (Cf. -che,^ 

NJela, n. ( — ) Metal tongue in 
the musical instrument kankowele. 

-nji, -ngi, a. Many, much, 
copious, abundant, plentiful. (Cf. 
ibunji,) 

NJila, Ngila, v. Go in, enter, 
penetrate. Cs. Int. njishya. Ap. 
njilila, 

(N)kanga, n. ( — , and mak,) 
Guinea-fowl. 

(N)kasalo, n. Sweat, warmth. 
(Cf. lumwiy matukutaj kasala.) 

(N)kata, n. (— ) Pad of twisted 
grass, used when carrying a load on 
the head. 

Nke, Nche, adv. Then, — for 
nke chindi, 

Nko, adv. Then, there. (Cf. 

Nkoani, n. ( — ) European hat. 

(N)kokoto, n. ( — ) Hard dry 
crust, of porridge burnt in cook- 
ing. 

(N)kole, n. {ibankoli). Prisoner 
taken in war. 

(N)koli, n. ( — , or makoU), 
Knobbed stick, club. Also Chi- 
koliy Kakoli, 

(N)kolo, n. ( — ) Nipple of 
breast. 

(N)komwe, n. ( — ) Pouch, bag, 
satchel. 

mcondo, n. ( — ) War, fighting, 
battle. (Cf. iwana, umana.) 

(N)konye, n. (— ) (i) Knuckle ; 
(a) maggot, worm, grub. (Cf. 
mqptla,) 

(N)ko8lii, n. (— ) Neck. (Cf. 
chikoshi^ nshingo}) 

(N)ko8we, n. ( — ) House-rat. 

Wkoye, n. Eyelashes. (Plur. of 
lukoye,) 

TSTku, adv. and conj. There, then, 
there, where, when. (Cf, ku^ nko.) 

(N)kTifli, n. (— ) A kind of 
poisonous bug. 
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Nkuka, adv. Descriptive of a 
sitting posture, with ika/a, v. 

(N)kuku, n. (— , or ibankuku). 
Fowl. (Cf. nseke, kombweJ) 

(N)kuliiiiba4 n. ( — ) Pigeon. 

mnimbu, n. Having something 
in mind, feeling, thought, pity, 
melancholy, sympathy, &c. (Cf. 
kumbuka^ soni.) Chita nk., be 
thoughtful, sad, merciful, &c 

(N)kumo, n. ( — ) Forehead. 

(N)kuni, n. Firewood. (Sing, 
lukuni,) 

(N)kaiika, n. ( — , and tnak.) 
Low hut, — poles and thatch, with- 
out walls. (Cf. ng'anda.) 

(N)ku8u, n. (— , and mank.) 
Strength, force, power. Also 
Ngusu, (Al. nguvu^ 

mswashi, n. ( — \ Fish-eagle. 

19'kwela, n. ( — ) Vanity, con- 
ceit, pride. Chita nkwda, show 
vanity, be proud. 

-nne, a. Four. (Cf. -onne.) 

-no. This syllable is the base of 
a series of pronouns, *this, that,' 
e. g. unOy i&anOf yano, chinot shino, 
kunoy munOy &c. 

No, pron. You (plur.), used 
(i) as a vocative, 'you there,* and 
(a) prefixed to some adjectives, e.g. 
nonse^ all of you; notatwe, you 
three. 

Noko, n. See Nyoko. 

Nokoka, v. Moult, shed 
feathers. (Act.) nokolay pluck (a bird). 

Nolo, n. ( — ) A kind of wild 
cat. 

Nomona, v. Choose, select. 
Int. nomosha, (Cf. sala.) 

ig'ona, V. Grind (metal) , sharpen. 

19'ongo, n. ( — , and man,) 
Earthen vessel, — for water, cooking, 
&c., — pot, jar, pitcher. (Cf. 
luibia.) 

Nsa, n. See Iiusa, kidney. 

(N)8ama, n. ( — ) Shed, shelter, 
— of branches and leaves. (Cf. 
mutanda,) 

Nsanguni, n. ( — ) A kind of 
water-snake. 



(N)8aii8a, n. ( — ) Interior of 
house. (Cf. nsengwe,) 

Nsefii, n. {iSfans,) Eland. 

(N)8eke, (N)8eolii, n. (— ) 
Hen. 

N8eiifirwe,n. Outside (position), 
— used in adv. ansengwe, hun- 
settgwe, (Cf. kunstf anse.) 

Nsha, n. (itasha). Duiker (ante- 
lope). 

la'shala, n. Lack of food, 
hunger, famine. 

(N)8liaiiaa, n. ( — ) Horn (of 
animal). (Cf. luicha,) 

Nshe, pron. (It is) they. See 
-e. 

-nshi, interr. affix of nouns and 
verbs. What, which, of what kind ? 
e.g. cheibonshi, on what account, 
why, what is the matter ? Wachi- 
tanshi, what are you doing? So 
chinshiy what? mwinenshiy a man 
of what clan (tribe) ? 

Nshi, ISni, n. Land, region, 
ground underfoot (Cf. chisi^ ansi, 
kunsi.) 

(N)8hiku, n. ( — ) A day (period, 
twenty-four hours, day and night. 
IVanshikUy men of past days, men 
of old. (Cf. lisua^ ibushiku.) 

(N)8hikwe, negat. of first pers. 
sing., usually followed by an infin. 
mood, i. e. I do not, will not, can- 
not. Used of past, present, and 
future time. (Cf. nshishi^ tawo,) 

Nshila, n. (— ) Path, road, 
track. (Cf. mukwakwa.) 

Nshima, n. ( — ) Porridge, — 
meal and water mixed, boiled and 
stirred. 

f N)shingo, n. (—) Neck. 

(N)8hislii, negat. of first pers. 
sing., usually followed by an infin. 
mood, i. e. I do not, will not, can- 
not. (C£ nshikwcy and ishu) 

(N)sliishi, n. (shishishi). Grime 
(of a cooking-pot), soot, black dirt. 

(N)shita, n. Undergrowth, thick 
bushes. (Cf. mushitu.) 

Nsima, Nsingo, Nsishi See 
Nshima^ Nshingo, Naliishi. 
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(19')softi, n. {iban,) Elephant 

(N)8oka,n. ( — ) Snake (general 
name). 

(N)8oni, n. (--) (i) Shame, 
modesty, bashfulness; (2) pity, 
kindness, sympathy. (Cf. nkumbu.) 

(N>uki, Suohi, n. (— ) Honey- 
bee. (Cf. 'd)ucht,) 

(N)8iimbu, n. ( — ) Island. 

(N)suDi, n. Liking, love, affec- 
tion. (Cf. suna.) 

TSvwtk, n. White ants. See 
Muswa. 

IS'awi, n. Fish (general term, 
sing, lunswi), 

(N)tale, n. ( — ) Crocodile. 
Also Chiiale. 

Nta^ala, ady. Of straining, 
exertion, e.g. kufwa nt,^ die of 
over-exertion, stretching, straining. 
(Cf. tandawala.) 

Nteme, n. ( — ) A clearing in 
forest-land. (Cf. tema.) 

(N)tumba, n. (— ) Flat basket, 
— used as plate, dish, and for catch- 
ing fish. See Sela. (Cf. chiseie,) 

Nunga, V. Join, join together. 
Int. nungishay e. g. join firmly ; Rp. 
nungana\ Cs. nunganya, (Cf. 
linungo.) 

Nungu, n. {iban,) Porcupine. 
(Cf. munungu.) 

Nunka, v. Have a smell, have 
a bad smell, stink. Int. nunsha, 
e.g. scent game. 

Nwa, v. Drink, absorb. Cs. 
nivisha, e.g. administer as medicine; 
Ap. nwiluy nwita, (Cf. follg.) 

19'ya, v. Discharge fluid, or as 
fluid), emit. Used e.g. of passing 
excreta, rain falling, laying eggs. 

IS'yama, n. ( — ) (i) Animal 
(large or small), beast; (2) animal 
fit for food, game ; (3) flesh, meat. 
Also in a more general sense, nya- 
manshi? what ? what sort of thing ? 
(Cf. munyama.) 

Nyamuka, v. Get up and go, 
start, depart, be off, go away. (Cf. 
follg. and^/;fd&2, endot ima,ya.) 

Kyamuna, v. Raise up, lift, 



take on shoulder, carry a load. 
(Cf. prec. tiXiA yumunaytoia, iwika.) 

Nyanga, v. (i) Be (get) thin, 
emaciated, lean (Cf. kotd)\ (2) 
take away, deprive a person of, 
seize forcibly, make give up. (Cf. 
nyaya.) 

Nyangu, n. A kind of bean or 
pea. 

Nyanguta, v. Lick. (Ct myo- 
nta.) 

jg'yansha, v. Treat disrespect- 
fully, be discourteous (uncivil, con- 
temptuous). 

NyaU, n. (•— ) Buffalo. 

Nyaya, v. See Nyanga. 

Nyemu, n. ( — ) Ground-nuts. 

Nyenda, n. ( — ) Native needle. 
(Cf. shingano,) 

Nyenena, v. N, mulanduy 
argue a case, debate, discuss. 

Nyenyeahi, n. ( — ) Star. 

Nyina, Nina, n. {iSbanyina). 
His mother (cf. mama, nyokOy mwen- 
shinina), Plur. ibanyina, mothers, 
with wesu (our), wanu (your), waibo 
(their). Also used after words de- 
noting persons as a possess, ^his, 
her ', e. g. mwenshinyinay his com- 
panion. 

Nyinsa, Ninsa, Nisa, n. {ma-n.) 
Boundary, line between gardens, 
limit. 

Nyoko, Noko, n. (t&a-«.) Your 
mother. Also used after words 
denoting persons as a possess. 
*your', e.g. mwenshinyoko, your 
companion. (Cf. nyina, mama.) 

Nyona^ v. Twist round, twist, 
^^"& (e.g- wet clothes). Also of 
griping pain in the bowels, colic. 

Nyonga, v. Steal. (Cf. ba, 

Nyongola, v. (i) Wriggle, 
move in a wavy zigzag way, go 
crooked. Rp. nyonyongolana, nyo- 
ngosana (cf. follg.); (2) deceive, 
cheat (of), make give up, take away 
from. Also Nyongomuna, (Cf. 
nyanga, sompola, chenga.) 

Nycngoloka, v. Wriggle along, 
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run with ripples or waves, go in a 
wavy line. (Cf. nyongolo, used of 
the ripple made by a fish, and 
prec.) 

Nyotwa, v. ( — ) Thirst, drought, 
lack of water. (Cf. nshala.) 

I9'7tifwa, V. (i) Hear, listen, 
attend, understand; (2) perceive 
(by senses), be sensible of, feel, 
smell, taste, see. Md. nyufwite\ 
Int. nyufwisha; Rp. nyujwana, 
(Al. mfway cf. suiliia.) 

NyiOca, v. Rub soft, e.g. a 
skin. 

19'ytimbwe, n.' Wildebeeste. 

Nyundo, a. ( — ) Anvil. (Cf. 
mukoma,) 

O, pron. vocat of second pers. 
sing. ' you ', — followed by noun. (Cf. 

Oohesha, Okesha, v. Rest one- 
self, rest, take rest. (Cf. linsha^ 
pumuna.) 

-ofa, a. Blind. (Al. -pofu, cf. 
pofnki, mofu.) 

Oka, V. See Yoka. 

Oko, adv. There, then. (Cf. 
kUf nk9.) 

Oloka, V. Be straight, level, 
even, flat. Md. -oiokete, (Cf. 
follg. and lulika,) 

Olola, V. Make straight, 
straighten, e.g. Uoioia, stretch 
onself. 

Ombola, v. Pick up food, — as 
a fowl. 

-omw€, a. One, alike, same. 

Ona, V. Lie, lie down, sleep, 
rest. Md. -onete\ Cs. {meka, lay 
down, make lie down, cause to rest. 
(Al. gona ; cf. kona,) 

Oneka, v. Call, summon. (Cf. 
fVa, tamba,) 

-ongae, a. interr. How many ? 
• -onne, a. Four. (Cf. -nne,) 

Ono, adv. Now, at once, on the 
spot. Also OnonOy Ono ono, 
Ono suno. -a onono, onono, new, 
modem, recent, fresh. (Cf. -pia, 
and -noy suno.) 



Ono, for no, vocat. of mweibo. 
You. 

-onse, a. All, any, whole. Onse, 
konse, monse, everywhere. Lyonse^ 
ever, always ; and with negat. pre- 
ceding, never. 

Osa, V, Plait, make by plaiting, 
e. g. string, basket, hair. ( Al. pota^ 
posa.) 

-osanwe, a. Five. (Cf. -sano.) 

Ota, Yota, v. Warm oneself, 
sit by fire, bask in sun. (Cf. oio- 
wala.) 

-otatwe, a. Three. (Cf. -/«/«.) 

Otowala, V. Be cold. (Cf. 
tontola,) 

Owa, V. Be light (in weight). 
See XJwa. (Cf. yowa,) 

O'^elela, v. Be entangled, e. g. 
as boughs. 

-ow5o, a. Two. (Cf. -wiit,) 

Oyo, pron. This (person). (Cf. 
uyu,) 

Fa-. Adverbs, locative and 
other, beginning with pa-, may also 
be looked for under a-, or wa-. 

Pa, prp., conj., adv. Of, at, 
there, &c. See A. 

Pa, V. Give, present, offer. Int. 
peska, e. g. give freely, be generous ; 
Kp. pana, exchange presents; Ps. 
pekwa, be given, receive a present. 
(Cf. tambila,) 

Pafwa, n. ( — , and map,) Lung. 
(Cf. mapalapajwe,) 

Paka, V. (Of medicines, drugs, 
poisons) make, prepare. (Cf. 
panda.) 

Pakata, v. Carry under the 
arm, stick in the belt. 

Pakila, v. Dish up (food, ready 
for eating). 

(P)akwambai, used as connective 
in narrative. And then, as the 
story goes, so next. (Cf. amba, at.) 

Pala, n. A (kind of) antelope. 

Pala, V. Scrape, e. g. scrape the 
ground, scrape clean, clean a fish of 
scales, rub a piece of wood smooth, 
file. Ps. palwa. Also Palaula, 
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Falikila, v. Take a second 
(additional) wife. Ps. -kilwa^ be 
wives of same husband. (Cf. tnu- 
palL) 

Pambana, v. Part, branch, di- 
vide, e.g. a road. (Cf. mapambanwe^ 
and fo%.) Also Fansana, 

Fambuka, v. Tnm off, branch 
off, separate (from something), come 
apart. (Cf. prec.) 

Pampamana, v. Be smootJied, 
planed, e. g. a board. Md. -pam- 
pamene\ Cs. pampamika, make 
smooth. (Cf. chipampashiy luiama,) 

Panda, v. (i) Prepare medicine 
(drag, charm, poison) ; Ap. pandila, 
use drags for, against, &c. ; Rv. 
pandula^ e.g. remove charm (cf. 
pakd)\ (a) teke honey from tree; 
(3) beat, flog, thrash. (Cf. uma:) 

Fande-pande, adv. In pieces, 
in bits, piece-meaL (Cf. chipande, 
lupande,) 

Fanene, Anene, adv. Much, 
very, greatly. (Cf. -nene,) 

Fanga, v. Make, — used of 
constractive work of any kind, con- 
stract, put together, build, contrive. 
Ap. pangilay — used of giving a 
woman in marriage. 

Pano, Wano, Ano, adv. Here, 
now. (Cf. -no.) 

Fansana, v. Part, fork, — as a 
road. (Cf. pambana^ pasana,") 

Fapaminwa, n. {map.) Wing, 

Fasa, n. {mapasa). Mat made 
of reeds split and threaded together. 
(Cf. tnucheka,) 

Pasana, v. Part, divide, take 
different directions, break off, part 
company. (Cf. pasa^ and follg.) 

Fasuka, Pasula, v. Tear, split, 
rend, cleave. (Cf. prec.) 

Fata, V. Hate. Int. pattshya, 
hate bitterly, loathe, &c.; Rp. pa- 
tana ; Md. -paiene. (Cf. sula.) 

Patika, v. Fix in position, ad- 
just, e. g. arrow on string. 

Paya, v. Make a ceremonial 
offering, usually of meal, to spirits, 
— ^also of an offering of welcome to 



a newcomer, a feast. Ap. payila, 
payilila\ Ps. payililwa^ e.g. of 
spirit propitiated. 

Pechawa, i. e. peche awa. Then 
and there, th'ereupon. (Cf. -eche, 
away and follg.) 

Peohe> Peki, adv. Then, just 
then, thereupon. (Cf. -ecAe.) 

Pekaula, v. Sift (by tossing in 
basket). 

Fela, V. (i) Grind grain by 
robbing between stones (cf. mpe/Oj 
libwCf nona), make into meal, pul- 
verize; (2) wave to and fro (as 
leaves in wind). Cs. peshya. 

Pelembe, n. {iSbap.) Roan (an- 
telope). 

Penga, v. Be in distress (trouble, 
pain, sorrow), suffer, be sad, de- 
pressed, &c. Md. -pengete; Int. 
pengesha, pensha. 

Feta, V. Bend round, make a 
ring (loop, fold, hoop, curved, coil, 
fold, &c. Cs. petcsha, petelesha\ 
Nt. peteka\ Rp. petana, (Cf. 
follg.) 

Petama, v. Be bent round, 
curved, winding, warped, crooked, 
&c. Md. -peteme, (Cf. peta, and 
follg.) 

Fete, n. ( — ) Ring, hoop, wheel. 
Also ChipetCy Kapete, {CLpeta,) 

Pia, Fya, v. (i) Be warm, hot, 
fully cooked, ripe, ready for use; 
(2) feel hot, bum. Cs. pisha^ make 
hot, cook, boil, prepare drags, &c 

-pia, -pya, a. New, recent, fresh. 
(Cf. ononOy -wisi,) 

Plana, v. Inherit, succeed to 
deceased person's property. (Cf. 
follg. and chipianOy iona.) 

Piani, n. {ma-p,) Heir, suc- 
cessor. (Cf. prec) 

Pila, V, Plunge beneath water, 
dive, sink ; (of sun) set. (Cf. ka- 
tamay samba, Al. ibila,) 

Filuliila, V. Unfold, explain ; 
(of law-suit) settle, decide, judge. 
(Al. pindulula.) 

Pindaula, v. Stir together, mix, 
stir up. (Cf. panda,) 
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Fingila, v. Block, obstrnct; 
(of door) bar, fasten. (Cf. chipingOy 
and foUg.) 

Fingulula, v. Remove obstruc- 
tion, unfasten, unbar (door). (Cf. 
prec.) 

Finiiks, v. Turn away, go 
aside, leave (a road). 

Fofuka, V. Be blinded, blind. 
-P^«/a, make blind. (Cf. -ofu^mofu.) 



Fola, V. Appear suddenly, pop 
up (as head out of water). (Cf. 
tuntuka^ 



Folomoka, v. Used of sudden, 
violent movement, e.g. rush, tumble, 
pour down, dash off. 

Fombela, v. Be folded up, lie 
in coils (e.g. a snake). (Ci. pum- 
bailay peta,) 

Fonda, v. Stir round, prepare 
porridge {nshimd), 

Fota, v. Twist, wring (clothes). 
(Cf. osa^ kamula.) 

Fua, V. ( I ) Be light (in weight) ; 
(2) be of little value, poor in quality, 
be trifling, mean, contemptible. 
Md. 'puite, (Cf. uwa.) 

Faka, v. Be powerful, e. g. a 
chief over a large district and many 
people. 

Fukula, V. Pour out (away, 
aside), turn over (upside down). 
(C£ itulula,) 

Fukumuna, v. Shake about, 
wag (head, tail). 

Fukutu-pukuta, adv. Descrip- 
tive of thorough, complete doing, 
altogether, wholly, to the last 
morsel. 

Fuliika, V. Be saved, safe. Cs. 
pulushya, save. {Ct/una.) 

Fumbaila,v. Wrap (wind, coil) 
round (Act.). (CLpomdela,pe^a.) 

Fmnputu, adv. Descriptive of 
something dropped or falling on the 
ground. 

Fumuna, v. Rest oneself, take 
a rest from work. (Cf. ocAesAa.) 

Funda-punda, v. Be a fool, 
blockhead, stupid. (Cf. pusha^ 
muluya,) 



Ftmdnka, v. Wake up, start 
up suddenly, make a sudden start. 
(Cf. shishimuka, wHka.) 

Fapa, V. Blow, puff (of wind). 
(Cf. chipupu, and follg.) 

Fupiilusha, V. Winnow, by 
tossing in the wind. 

Fusa, Fusha, V. Be silly, stupid, 
a fool. (Cf. punda-punda. ) 

Fusnmnka, v. Slip off (aside, 
out, down), escape, fall (by accident 
or design). 

Fwa, adv. Descriptive of sudden, 
unexpected act or movement. 

Fwaya, v. Crush, smash, break 
in pieces. 

Fya, v. See Fia. 

Fyanga, v. Sweep, sweep clean. 
Also Pyela^ Int. pyesha, sweep 
thoroughly, carefully. (Cf. chi- 
pyangOf chipyelo.) 



B. See under L. 

8. Nouns not found under 8 or 
Bh may be looked for under N. 

Ba, int. Calling attention, making 
a proposal. Sa tuyincU, let us 

Ba, V. Come. See Isa. 

8afti,n.(— ) Calf of leg. (Cf. 
muindL) 

Saka, V. Hunt (animals, -birds, 
fish). (Cf. fuima, yala.) 

Sakana, v. Be distant. Md. 
'Sakene. (Cf. lampa,) 

Sakulo, V. Comb out, comb 
(hair). (Cf. chisakulo.) 

8aJa, V. Choose, select, prefer. 
Ap. salila; Int. salisha, (Cf. 
salulut nomona.) 

Balala, v. (i) Be bright in 
colour, Hght, red (cf. fwehy iuwa) ; 

(2) be bright (e.g. of sky, morning), 
clear, clean, (of a vessel) empty; 

(3) be of good character, good, 
trustworthy, guileless, pure (cf. 
lulamd). Md. 'Salalitet Int sala- 
lisha, 

8alama» v. (i) Lie on the back, 
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be spread out (open, exposed, of. 
tandawala) ; (2) be wide, broad, 
flat (e.g. river, plain). Md. 'Saleme, 

Sama, v. Put on clothes, orna- 
ments, &c., dress oneself, dress up. 
Act. samika^ dress (another). Also 
Samaikay dress out, dress finely, 
adorn, decorate. {Ci, fivala.) 

Samba, v. Go into water, bathe, 
float, swim. Lisamba, bathe one- 
self. Cs. sanskya, wash (clothes, 
&c.); Int. samdi'sAya, e.g. wash well, 
—also, teach, instruct {cf./unda), 

Sambala, v. Engage in trade, 
miike money, be rich. Md. -sambele, 
(Cf. musambashif ivilayfuwa,) 

Sampaula, v. Be uncivil, show 
disrespect (to), be contemptuous, 
despise. Int. sampauka^ be poor, 
mean, — in quality, condition, cha- 
racter, &c* ; ^of food), inferior, bad. 
Md. 'Sampmtti^ (Cf. letnat nyan- 
ska.) 

Sanda, v. Itindle a (grass) fire. 
(Cf. luando,) 

Sanduka, Sanffoka, v. (neut.) 
Change, alter, be changed, change 
into, become (something) different, 
turn, change position, turn round 
(over)» Act. sandula, change, alter, 
turn, &c. 

Sangala, v. Be happy, rejoice, 
show pleasure, be pleased. Also 
Tangalay Sangalawa. iCtkondwa^ 
temwa^ seka.) 

8angu,n. Bhang. (Cf, luwan/g.) 

Sanguka, v. Change, alter. 
See Sandnka. 

Sanguna, v. Begin, lead, be 
first, -a kusangun($t first (Cf. 
amba, tanjila,) 

Sankana, v. (i) Also Shan^ 
kana^ be narrow, contracted, con- 
fined, not give enough room (e. g. 
doorway); (a) mix, mix together. 
Md. 'Sankenei Int. sankanishya. 

-saao, a. Five. (Cf. -osanwe.) 

Sanaa, v. (i) Filter, strain, — 
one operation in brewing beer {iifal- 
wa); (2) kick, give a kick to; 
also Sansu/a, (Cf. sanso.) 



Sanaa, n. Inside of hut. (Cf. 
nsengwey mafuiile.) 

Sansaika, v. Be continually 
crying, — of a child. 

Sanso, n. (mas.) A kick. (Cf. 
sans a f and follg.) 

Sansula, v. Kick away (at, 
under). (Cf. sansaj) 

Saaa, v. Go sour, go bad, turn 
acid (stale). (Cf. wolayfunda,) 

Satu, n. (— ) Python. 

Sauks, V. Be poor, wretched, 
destitute, sad, miserable, &c. Cs. 
sausha^ — also sauila^ distress, sad- 
den, oppress, annoy. {Q{. penga.) 

Sa^iika, V. Cross (a river), 
cross over, ford, Cs. saibusha^ take 
(carry, help, ferry, &c.) across ; Nt. 
saihukika^ allow of crossing, be pass- 
able, fordable, &c. 

Sebensa, v. Work for wages, 
be engaged as labourer. (Cf. muse- 
benso.) 

Seka, V. (i) Smile, laugh, grin ; 
(2) laugh at, ridicule, despise; (3) 
be merry (happy, joyful, pleased, 
contented), play. Int. sekeshya, Ap. 
sekelay sekeUla ; Rp. sekana^ play as 
children. (Cf. kondway sangalay 
fukanay chiseko,) 

Sela, V. Catch fish (in open, 
flat basket, ntumba), (Cf. kupa^ 
loiba,) 

Seluka, v. Come (go, get, 
walk, climb) down, descend. Int. 
selushya, 

Semba, v. Boast, vaunt oneself, 
brag, dance and talk defiantly (as 
before a fight). 

Semb«. n. ( — ) Husks, bran. 
(Cf. taye^ 

Sena, v. Be (draw, come, get) 
near, approach, come close. Md. 
-j<r«^, near, close; K^.senana. (Cf. 
sakatMy -fwifwu) 

Sendama, v. (i) Incline to one 
side, slant, slope, be crooked, (of 
sun) begin to decline ; (a) be dis- 
honest, not straightforward, &c. 
(Cf. minama.) 

Sendula, v. Find a dead thing. 
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Senga, v. (i) Beg (cf. lomba^ 
kamha) ; (a) lay eggs. 

Sensela, v. Used of makiDg a 
journey, push on, travel fast, make 
forced marches. (Cf. sowaila^ lai- 
lilUt kwempela.) 

Sepa, V. Gather wild fruits, 
roots, &€., for food. (Cf. chi- 
sepo^ 

Sesa, V. Cut off, e. g. s, mula- 
ndu, settle (arrange, judge, decide^ 
a quarrel. \Ci.piluluIa, and follg.; 

Sewa, V. Cut, mow, clear away 
(grass, weeds, &c.). (Cf. prec.) 

Shala, V. Beget, bear children, 
produce offspring. Ps. shalwa, Nt. 
shalikuy be bom ; Ap. shalilay e. g. 
be a native of, bom at ; Cs. shalisha^ 
e.g. act as midwife; Rp. shcUana, 
e.g. breed, multiply. 

Shama, v. Fail, have bad luck 
(loss, accident). Also Shamwa. 
(Cf. chishamo, skuka.) 

Shana, v. Dance. 

Shanga, v. Sow (seed) in holes, 
plant. (Cf. minsa.) 

She, pron. They. (Cf. -e.) 

Shi, Si, n. Land, ground under- 
foot, bottom. Used mostly in adv. 
anshif kunshi, munshi. (Cf. chisi, 
Julu.) 

Shi- (i) Plural prefix of nouns 
with sing, chi, and sometimes N; 
(a) concord plur. prefix of the above, 
and some nouns of Lu- Class ; (3) 
additional prefix of some nouns de- 
noting persons, e. g. {mu)shinganga, 
(mu)shtmpongo (doctor, herdsman). 
Cf. shikiifwa, (4) negative prefix 
of verbs, first pers. sing. Also nshi, 
(Cf. /a-.) 

Shia, V. (i) Leave, leave behind, 
abandon, desert. Ap. shila ; Int. 
shisha ; Ps. shilwa. (Cf. leka^ chala 
{jala)t shite, ikala.) (a) Be dark 
(in colour), get dark (as in evening), 
be black, dirty, soiled, be in dark- 
ness or gloom. Kwashia, used of 
nightfall, as kivacha of dawn. Int 
shisha, be very dark. 

Shioholwe, n. {itfosh,) A lucky, 



fortunate, successful, happy person. 
(Cf. shuka.) 

Shigila, V. Hiccough. 

Shika, V. (i) Arrive, reach, get 
to, come, proceed to (do), get to (do), 
— with infinitive following. Ap. shi- 
kila, Mukashike, kamtishika^ a com- 
mon * good-bye* to person going. 

(2) Put in the grouna, plant (seed, 
seedlings), bury (a dead body). 

(3) sh, mulilo, kindle fire by fric- 
tion, i. e. firestidcs (Junya, chishikwa. 
The lunya is pressed in a notch of 
the chishikwa, and twirled till a spark 
is obtained). 

Shikalaka, n. (iifash.) A person 
with an impediment in speech, stam- 
merer. (Cf. shi-, kalaka.) 

Shiku, n. (— ) A day. See 
nshiku. Sh, lyonse, always, ever. 
Also shiku shonse. 

Bhikufwa, n. (ibash.) A dead 
person. 

Shikunku, n. Fog, mist, haze. 

Shikwe, v. negat I do not, will 
not, cannot, I refuse, I say no. (Cf. 
nshikwe,) 

Shilika, v. Treat medically, at- 
tend as doctor. 

-shilu, a. Mad, insane. (Cf. 
ibushilu, funta^ 

Shiluwe, n. {^ash.) Leopard. 

Shima, v. (i) Put out (fire), ex- 
tinguish, go out (as fire, lamp) ; 
(a) destroy; (3) be blunt (of edged 
tool). Md. 'ShimitCt Int. shimisha, 
Nt. shimika, Cs. shimya^ e. g. re- 
move, take quite away, destroy. 

Shimangana, v. Disappear, 
vanish. 

Shimano, n. {ijbash.^ A clever, 
intelligent person. (Cf. mano.) 

Shimba, v. Swell, be swollen. 
So shimbulula, be all swelled up. 

Bhimbelele, n. {iSbash,) Shep- 
herd. (Cf. mbelele,) 

Shimika, v. Relate, recount, 
make a statement, tell a story, report. 
4^^. makani, talk. 

Shimina, v. Go astray, wander, 
be lost, get lost, lose sight of, lose, 
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escape. Nshila yanshiminay nda- 
shimina nskiia^ I lost the path. (Cf. 
luwa^ sowa,) 

Shimpika, v. Fix a post, plant 
a pole in a hole, Sec, Rv. skim^ula, 
take up a post. 

Bhimpongo, n. {tSbash.) Goat- 
herd. (Cf. mpongo, embela.) 

Shixnuna, v. Talk, converse, 
gossip. (Cf. shimika^ kanana.) 

Shimushi, n. {iJbash.) One be- 
longing to a village. (Cf. mushi, 
muchete^ 

ShiDOLutemambalo, n. {ibash^ 
A cutter of laths, carpenter. (Cf. 
tema^ luwalo.) 

Shimya, V. Cs.oishtma, 

Shina, v. Throttle, strangle, kill. 

Shindaila, v. Stuff tight, cram, 
ram in, fill full (by pressure). (Cf. 
follg.) 

Shindika, v. Push, thrust. 

Shindikila, v. Accompany on 
the road, show the way to one 
leaving. 

Shindu, n. Obstinacy, disobedi- 
ence. 

Shinga, v. Curse, use violent 
language. (Cf. tuka^ iukanisha,) 

Shingano, n. ( — ) Needle (Euro- 
pean). (Cf. nyenda*) 

Shingilila, v. rut all round, 
surround with, enclose. (Cf. shi- 
nguluka,) 

Shingtila, shingulula, v. Rub 
a wall smooth, put on final coat of 
mud, plaster evenly, finish off. (Cf* 
mata^ iSbulongo.) Also, shvdmlula, 
shinkula. (Cf. shinka.) 

Shinguluka, v. Go round, turn 
round, go a roundabout way. Cs. 
shinguluskyat put round, turn round, 
make go round. 

Shinka, v. Close up, fill up 
(hole, aperture), stop up, block (pas- 
sage, road, view), apply plaster, stop 
bleeding &c., get in the way. Md. 
-shinkite^ e.g. of objects blocking 
view; Ap. shinkilay e.g. shut in, 
shut out, keep off by fence, cork a 
bottle; Rv. shinkula^ remove ob- 



struction, unclose, unstop, open, 
clear the road, &c. (Cf. chishinkulo, 
and follg.) 

Shinko, n. {mash.) Stopper, 
bung, barrier, &c. Also chishin- 
kilo. 

Shinkusu, n. (it/as A,) A strong 
man. (Cf. nkusu,) 

Shino, a. These, e. g. shino shiku^ 
in these days, at present (Cf. -no,) 

Shinshila, v. Be drowsy, slum- 
ber, sleep. (Cf. follg. and tuio, ona.) 

Shinshiwata, v. Close eyes, 
doze. 

Shipa, v. Sh, matey spit. 

Shipila, v. Be dirty, soiled (as 
clothes, &c.). 

Shisa, V. Conceal, hide, disguise, 
put out of sight. Md. -shisite ; Int. 
shishya, {Ci, ywdfa^^.Jisa,) 

Shisimuka, v. Wake up sud- 
denly, revive, recover consciousness, 
come to life. 

Shita, V. Buy. Rp. shitana^ 
barter, bargain. (Cf. ula, sunsha.) 

Shite, v. (i) Stay, remain, stop, 
be quiet, sit ; (2) of character : be 
steady, quiet, even-tempered. (Cf. 
ikalUy shia, and chite.) 

Shi^ulula, V. Make (be) smooth, 
flat,— -of a mud floor or wall. (Cf. 
shingulula^ mata.) 

Shiya, v. See Shia. 

Bhoma, shomya, v. Promise, 
engage, undertake. (Cf. sumina,) 

Shombololo, n. (^ash.) Koodoo 
(antelope). 

Shone, n. ( — •) Nose. 

Shotola, V. Take (cut, pull) oflf 
(a piece or pieces), e. g. wring off the 
head of a fowl. Also Sotola, 

Showa, V. Rub. 

Shuka, V. Succeed, prosper, 
flourish, have good luck, make profit; 
(of the moon) be full, or nearly full. 
(Cf. lishukot shama.) 

Shule, n. ( — ) Clothes, dress, 
garment. (Cf. nsalUf chisani, ngutjuo.) 

Si-, more commonly shi. (See 
Shi- for words not under si-.) 

So-, pron. prefix for swcy swdbo^ 
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e. g. soonscy we all ; soibene^ we our- 
selves; sotatwe, we three. 

Soka, V. Load (a gon). 

Sokola, V. Draw out, extract (e. g. 
tooth). 

Sokwe, n. (ibas,^ Baboon. 

Sola, V. (i) Bnish off (e. g. flies) ; 
(a) take a monthful to taste. Ap. 
solela, take a taste of. (Cf. suna, 
kusa!) 

Somba, v. Make pretence to give, 
offer and withdraw, tantalize. Int. 
sombeshya. 

Sombi, adv. Perhaps, possibly, 
probably, better. Also sumbi. (Cf. 
sunOy lino, -mbi,) 

Somonona, v. Draw out, extract, 
pull out. Ap. somonwena, (Cf. 
sokola.) 

Sompa, v. Spy, reconnoitre, peep 
about, look out for. 

Soxnpola, V. (i) Seize on, snatch, 
get hold of by force ; (2) of moon, 
be (about) full. (Cf. shuka,) 

Bona, V. Sew. (Cf. tunga, shi- 
ngano.) 

Sonda, v. Investigate, examine, 
scrutinize, (as native doctor) smell 
out cause of sickness, &c. Ap. son- 
dela, (Cf. musonshif musondeshi, 
eit)ela.) 

Songa, v. Press together, heap up, 
pile up, cram, give full measure. 

Soni, n. Shame, modesty, pity, 
sympathy, sadness. Chiia s, , show 
(feel) shame, &c. See Nsoni. 

Sonka, v. Pay tax. Ap. sonkeia. 
(Cf. tula, and follg.) 

Sonko, n. (—) Tax, tribute. (Cf. 
sonka,) 

Sontama, v. Squat on heels. (Cf. 
ikalisha.) 

Sontola, V. Pick up. 

Sontomoka, v. Talk, gossip, pass 
time. (Cf. kanana, makani.) 

Sotoka, v. (i) Jump, leap, spring; 
(a) cross a boundary, trespass. 

Sotola, V. Tear off a bit (bit by 
bit, in pieces, &c.). Ap. sotawila. 
Also Shotoka, 

Sowa, V. Throw away (as use- 



less, worthless), destroy (an infant). 
Ap. sowaila, — used of plodding on 
in a journey; Nt. soweka, Ps. 
sowekwa, 

Suohi, suki, n. ( — ) Honey-bee. 
(Cf . Hbuchi:) 

Soika, V. Dip in water, soak. 

Suilila, V. Listen to, pay atten- 
tion to. (Cf. nyufwa,) 

Siika, V. ( I ) Shake about, wave, 
move to and fro, wag (cf. pela, 
peshya, and suwa); (a) rub (cf. 
sAowa), $ 

Sukama, v. (i) Cower, show 
fear, shrink (from), shirk; (a) 
brood (over), be deep in thought, 
be homesick {sukama kwesu), 

Sokula, V. Strip bark from 
tree. {(Zi, yuyulayfunda,fundula^ 

Sols, V. Hate. Nt. sulika, be 
hateful ; Rp. sulana. (Cf. pata,) 

Sulama, v. Hang the head (in 
grief, shame, despondency). 

Bulwe, n. {iba-s,) Hare, rabbit. 
(Al. kalulu, sungula,) 

Sumbi, adv. See. Sombi. 

Sumbu, n. ( — ) Island. 

Sumina, v. Say yes, assent, 
agree, allow, accept, believe, ac- 
knowledge, confess, undertakei 
promise. (Cf. shofna.) 

Sumpana, v. Pass beyond, pro- 
ject, overlap, 

Sumpwa, V. Be eaten out (by 
insects, ants). 

Sumunishya, v. Tell a story, 
relate, report. (Cf. shimika, luita,) 

Suna, V. (i) Love, like, have 
(natural) affection for (as father, 
child, brother), be attached to. Rp. 
sunana (cf. yandd)\ (2) take a 
helping with the fingers, eat (ct 
musunu, kusa, sola), 

Sundi, n. ( — ) Barren cow (cf. 
n^ombe, mpwisht), 

Sunga, V. Tie, fasten, secure, 
keep, take care of. Ap. sungila, 
(Cf. anga, linda,) 

Bunguluka, v. (neut.) Melt, 
turn fluid. Cs. sungulushya, 

Sunkuta, v. Be lame, hobble. 
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Sano, adv. To-day, now, at 
once, presently, lately. (Cf. lisua, 
-no, ono, sombi.) 

Sunsa, V. (i) Brandish (a 
weapon, spear, clnb); (3) dandle 
(a child), fondle ; (3) twist, wring 
(clothes, &c.). 

Sun^ia, V. Offer for sale, sell. 
(Cf. ulisha, ula, shita.) 

Suntama, v. Kneel, crouch. 
Ap. suntamina, {CLfukatna,) 

Suntuka, v. Rise on tip-toe, 
reach np. Cs. suntushay raise, lift, 
hoist (something heavy). 

Suntwe, n. {ii)as,^ Hyena. 

Supato, n. ( — ) Shoe, boot 
(European). 

Sushya, snsha, v. Cs. of swa^ 
put out. See Swa. 

Sutuka, V. Break, break off, 
give way. (Cf. sotoia, tyoka.) 

Suwa, n. ( — ) Large calabash, 
used as musical instrument Suka 
suwa, play on (wave) s, 

Su^iika, V. See Sa^xika. 

Swa, V. Go (come, get) out, 
go (come) from, go away. Koswa I 
get out, go away! Ap. swila, 
swita; Int. Cs. susha, put (take, 
draw, drive, send, force) out, let 
out; Md. 'Swite, (Of the sun) 
come out, rise, shine. 

Swaya, v. Stab, pierce, wound, 
kill, spear (fish, &c.). 

Swe-, Su-, 80-, pron. prefixes. 
We. (See follg.) 

Swe'^o, pron. first pers. plur. 
We, us. 

Ta, n. {iifaiaa). This term includes 
father, stepfather, father's brothers 
and sisters, (Cf. ma, tata.) 

Ta-, general negative prefix of 
verbs. Not. (Cf. tawOj te, {n)shi, 
takwe.) 

Tafuna, v. Gnaw, chew, masti- 
cate. 

Takataka, v. Put on the fire, 
cook. Md. 'takatite, (Cf. ieUka, 
pishay teula,) 

Takatila, v. Cast off, have 



nothing to do with, wash one's 
hands of, reject. 

Tako, n. {mat.) Buttock, ham. 
See Iiitako. 

Takw«, negat. He (she) is not, 
does not, cannot, — followed by in- 
finitive mood. (Cf. nshikwCy teshi.) 

Tela, V. Put on war-paint (as 
the Shukulumbwe), smear face and 
arms with coloured earth, &c. 

Talika, v. Lead off (dance, 
song), start, begin, take the lead. 
(Cf. tanguna, tanjila, amba.) 

Tama, v. Exclaim, give a cry. 
(Cf. kuwa, amOy lila,) 

Tamba, v. Summon, call to- 
gether, muster, assemble. (Cf. //a, 
oneka.) 

Tambala, v. Creep, crawl. 

Tambila, Tambula, v. Receive, 
take what is given. Cs. tambika^ 
give, pay ; Cs. tambusha, e. g. cause 
to receive, pass on (a load, &c.) to 
another; Rp. tambushanyay pass 
from one to another. 

Tamo, there is nothing in (it). 
T, chintUy of an empty vessel. (Cf. 
to-, tawo,) 

Tanda, v. Chase, pursue, drive 
away, expel, send off, dismiss. 

Tandawala, v. Be spread out, 
sprawl, lie wiUi arms and legs ex- 
tended. (Cf. follg.) 

Tandawika, v. Spread out, lay 
out smooth. Rv. tandofwuka, draw 
in, gather up (together); also of 
something elastic, contract, draw 
together. (Cf. prec.) 

Tangila, Tanjila, v. Go before 
(first, in advance, forwards, to the 
front), lead, be first, begin, precede, 
lead the way. Cs. tanjishya, send 
first, cause to be done first, put in 
front, give precedence to, &c. (Cf. 
follg., and kunembo.) 

Tangima, v. Be first, do first. 
E.g. tanguna wishiwile, first get 
us^ to (it), -a kutangunay first in 
order. Md. 'tangunite. (Cf. ta- 
'tigilay sanguna, and follg.) 

Tanjila, v. See Tangila. 
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-tanshi, a. First, foremost, lead- 
ing. (Cf. tangila,) 

Tanta, v. Go (come, get) up, 
ascend, climb, mount, rise. Md. 
'tantUe ; Ap. tantila^ Cs. tantishya, 
raise^ lift, noist, push (draw, pull, 
&c.) up. Also Cs. tantikay set up, 
put up, raise up. 

Tanuna, v. Wink, blink, close 
and open eyes. 

Tapa, V. Draw (water, by dip- 
ping). (Cf. teka.) Also of taking 
honey. 

Tapulo, n. ( — ) Paddle of canoe. 

Tata, n. {ihatata, ibatad). Father, 
my father. (Cf. uo, isht, ta.) 

-tatu, a. Three. Also "Otatwe, 

Tatula, V. (i) Rip off (skin, 
flesh with knife, &c.), tear off, 
tattoo; (2) sing, begin singing. 
(Cf. talika>i 

Takeshi, negat. They are not, 
it is not them. (Cf. ta^ ishi^ nshishi^ 
teshi, &c.) 

Tawo, adv. No, not so. (Cf. 
ie, ta-f shi-.) 

Taye, n. Husks, bran. (Cf. 
sembe,) 

Te, negat. Not, it is not that. 
(Cf. ia-,) 

Teka, T. Draw (water, by dip- 
ping with a calabash, i. e. chinkuii, 
lufulu), KS&oTekula. {Ci.tapa.) 

Teleka, v. Cook (food). Ap. 
telekela^ e.g. chatelekelakOi fireplace, 
kitchen. {Ci.pia, tenta^ ihila^ 

Tema, v. Chop, cut (by blows, 
with axe, &c.), cut down (trees), 
chop up (firewood), tSrc, make a 
clearing. (Cf. nenga^ chesa^ timbula, 
tepa, sesa, and foUg.) 

Temaula, v. Cut down on all 
sides, make a clearing, reap. (Cf. 
tema.) 

Temba, v. Carry (load) on 
pole (between two men). (Cf. 
mutembo,) 

Tome, n. See Nteme. 

Tempo, Iiitempo, n. (niai,) 
Thick, heavy spear. (Cf. lisumo.) 

Temwa, v. Like, be fond of, be 



pleased, enjoy. Md. -temetwe ; Int. 
iemweshya\ Rp. iemwana. (Cf. 
konda, sutuif yanda^ langa,) 

Tenda, v. Groan, be ill. (Cf. 
chiswa^ tongela^ 

Tene, v. Extend (to), reach (to). 
E. g. mulundu ku utau^ the extent 
of the mountain (where it reached 
to). 

Tenta, v. Apply fire to, bum, 
scorch, consume, heat. Also, be 
warm, hot, e.g. tnanshi atenta, 
hot water. Cs. Int. tenteshya. (Cf. 
pia^ yakUf sanda^ wila,) 

Tepa, V. Take up and carry 
firewood {kunt), {CLyumuna.) 

Tepeta, v. Whisper. 

Teshi, negat. It is not he, he is 
not (does not). (Cf. to, iskij 
nshishi.) 

Teshima, v. Be slippery (e.g. 
fish, mud). (Cf. follg.) 

Teshimukia, v. Slip, slide, 
glide (as snake). (Cf. prec.) 

Teula, V. Take (pot) off the 
fire. (Cf. Uleka,) 

Tepeta, v. Make a present, 
give freely, be liberal. 

Te'^ula, V. Cut grain in quan- 
tities, reap. 

Teya, v. Get ready, put ready, 
prepare, arrange, set (a trap), snare 
(game, &c.). Teya 'iulo^ get a bed 
ready. Ap. ieela, 

Ti, V. (defective). Say, do, 
think. (Not much used in Lenje, 
cf. ai^ 

Tiamuka, v. Sneeze. 

Tila, V. Pour, pour out, spill. 
Ap. tilila^ e.g. pour into, — and of 
rivers joining ; Cs. tililishya ; Nt 
iikay be poured, spilt. (Cf. itulula.) 

Tima,v. Sew. {CL sona, tunga.) 

Timbana, v. Be immersed (in), 
surrounded (by), dressed (in), have 
on all sides. 

Timbula, v. Cut up, cut open, 
cut off, cut a piece of, e. g. of meat, 
cloth, &c. Ap. iimbuila, or -ita. 

Tina, v. Be narrow, (too) small, 
tight. (Cf. sankana.) 
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Tinga, v. (i) Hold tight, 
squeeze, strain, stick in throat ; (2) 
oppress, persecute, be hard upon. 

Tinta, v. (i) Stretch tight, pull; 

(2) touch gently, feel with finger. 
Nt. iintika^ be tight ; Int. tintisha. 

Tola, V. Take, convey, carry, 
fetch, bring, take away, cany off. 
A^.toieiay convey to, take to (from), 
give, take away ; Ps. tolelwa, e. g. 
be taken away. Tola nshila, take 
(choose, follow) a road. (Cf. 
yumuna^ leta,) 

Tonda, v. Be ceremonially for- 
bidden, against custom, unlawful, 
wrong, taboo. Cs. tonshya, for- 
bid. 

Tondeka, v. Point (with finger), 
point out, point at, show, aim at. 

Tonga, V. Groan, grumble, mur- 
mur, complain, be dissatisfied. Ap. 
tongeia, tonjela. Groan, be ill 
(injured, suffering). (Cf. tenda, 
chiswa.) 

Tonta, V. Detect, find out (a 
fault, mistake, crime. Cf. sonda), 

Tontola, v. (i) Be cold, damp, 
chilly, wet ; (2) be cool, pleasant, 
quiet, satisfied. Md, -ion^eie ; Cs. 
tontoshay e.g. comfort, pacify, re- 
lieve (pain, illness). 

Towela, v. Follow, go after, go 
in pursuit of (in search of). (Cf. 
konkay langay chala.) 

Tc^ta, V. Knead (clay with 
feet), trample. (Cf. kanda.) 

Tache - Toche, Tnke - Take, 
adv. A little, little by little, by 
degrees, slowly, gently, &c. (Cf. 
'key -che,) 

Tuka, V. Abuse, use violent 
language, insult. Rp. tukana ; Int. 
tushyay tukanishya, (Cf. litushi^ 

Tuke-tuke, adv. See Tuohe- 
tuohe. 

Tula, V. (1) Put down, (load 
on the gi'ound), set down, lower, 
halt on a march, rest ; (2) pay dues, 
food &c. (to chief ; cf. tnutuld) ; 

(3) rise (of the sun\ take its rise (of 
a river), spring from (as source), 



begin, originate. Also (of a bird), 
alight. Ap. ^u/i/a ; Ps. tulwa. 

Tulo, n. plur. Sleep. (Cf. ibuhy 
ona.) 

Tulula, V. Make a hole, bore, 
pierce. T, mensOy make blind. 

Tuma, V. Employ, use, send. 
Ap. tutnila'y Int. tumishya\ Nt 
tumika\ Ps. tumwa. (Cf. mutum- 
wa.) 

Tumba, n. Flat basket, used as 
plate, dish. (Cf. chisele. ) 

Tunga, V. Perforate, pass (some- 
thing) through another, thread (a 
needle), string (beads), sew, put 
fish on skewer {chitungilo), 

Ttmka, v. Thrust stick in hole, 
poke, prod. (Cf. chokola, cho- 
miya.) 

Tunta, V. Swell up, rise and 
fall ; (of land) be hilly, undulating ; 
(of heart) beat (e. g. with feeling, 
fear, pity, &c). Tunta'tuntay be 
hilly, ups and downs. 

Tunta^uka, v. Come in full 
view. (Cf. follg.) 

Tuntuka, v. Appear, come in 
sight, present itself, be offered, 
brought to notice. 

Tiuhi, n. plur. Dung, excreta. 
Also Mashi, 

Tute, n. («&a-/.) Cassava. 

Tutmna, v. Shake, quiver, 
quake, tremble. 

Tuwa, V. (1) Be (become) 
light (in colour), bright, white, 
dean, pure, shining ; (2) (of charac- 
ter) guileless, wholesome, honest, 
pure. Md. -twiie ; Cs. twisha. (Cf. 
fweluy shia,) 

Twa, Tua, v. Pound grain &c., 
in wooden mortar {nchili)y with a 
pole {mwinshi'). Ap. iwita ; Int. 
twishya, 

Twika, V. Place load on 
shoulder or head, lift, raise, hoist 
up. (Cf. nyamuna, yumunay tula,) 

Tyoka, v. (neut.) Break, be 
broken, snap, (of something hard, 
brittle). Act. iyola, break, snap off. 
Md,'lyokefe. (CU/waya.) 
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Tyokola, v. Break ap thorongh- 
ly, smash. 

U. Words not fonnd under U 
may be looked for under T^u or 
Iiu, and Vr. 

U-, concord-prefix of pronouns 
and -verbs corresponding to class- 
prefix Mu. 

XTku, Uko, adv. Here, there. 
(Cf. kUf nkUf nko,) 

XJla, V. Buy, get, take. Cs. 
uliskay sell. (Cf. shita, and Al. 

Ulemu, n. See wulemu. 

Uluka, Vr Fly, spring, leap. 
(Cf. foUg. and sotoka.) 

Ululuka, V. Be swept away, 
carried off (e. g. by wind). Ultflula, 
winnow (by scattering in the wind). 
(Cf. pupulusha,) 

TJluina, Iiuluma, v. Rumble, 
growl, thunder. 

XJlya, pron. That person. (Cf. 
-lya.) 

Uma, V. (i) Beat, strike, hit, 
knock. U. n^onia, beat a drum. 
U. kanchtle-chek, utter scream of 
welcome. Rp. umana, fight; Int. 
umishya^ beat soundly; Ps. umwa 
(cf. panda and Al. puma, pama), 
(2) also yuma, be (become) dry, 
be hard, dry up, fade, wither. (Cf. 
-umu.) 

-niiLi, a. Sound, whole, safe, 
well, alive, healthy, in good con- 
dition. 

Umo, Umu, adv. (In) there. 
(Cf. mu, ma.) 

Umpa, V. Make hot, heat, 
roast, bum. Int. umpishya\ Ap. 
umpila, umpilila, e. g. bum a man's 
house over him. 

ITmpe, n. {iSbaumpe), A kind of 
wild dog. 

-tuna, -yiimu, a. Dry, hard, 
withered. (Cf. uma.) 

Umuna, v. Be quiet, be still, 
be silent (sad, thoughtful, sullen, 
&c). Ap. umunina, settle down, 
sink (as mud in water), subside 



(as a flood), abate, decrease, settle 
down. 

Unka, V. Go away, depart, (of 
sun) set. (Cf. enda,) , 

nno, pron. This (that) person. 
(Cf. -no.) 

IXnsa, V. Brew (beer, ibaJwa), 
(Cf. kumba,) 

Uaikida, Uao, n. See lahiknla, 

l80. 

Uwa, V. (i) Be light (in weight), 
poor (in quality), trifling, mean, 
despicable. Md. uwite. Int. uTvi- 
shy a (cf. pua, and follg.). (2) be 
sad, sorrowful (cC penga, umuna), 

Uwanla, v. Make light of, treat 
contemptuously, be uncivil (rade, 
insulting), despise. (C£ uwa, and 
follg.) 

Uwiya, v. Be contemptuous 
(uncivil, disrespectful, &c.) to, 
slight, disregard. 

Uyn, pron. This person. Other 
forms of this pronoun are : Hbaiba, 
ii^ ichi, ishi, Hi, awa, uwu, uJtu, 
umuj 8cc Also used as int. of 
wonder, fear, &c. 

V. See under P. 

Wa, prp. *of'. (See -a.) 

wa-, plural prefix of nouns with 
sing, prefix mu-, and some others; 
also of adjectives and verbs agreeing 
with them. 

"Wa, V. Fall, drop. Ap. wiia ; 
Ps. wiiwa, e. g. ndawitwa libwe, a 
stone fell on me. Cs. wisha, make 
falLfell, throw down. 

wa, V. Become, be. (Cf. /i, 
ikala, ni.) Also prep. * of. 

T^aohu, inteij. of surprise, 
pleasure, &c. 

"Waka, V. Catch a thing thrown, 
play catch with a ball. (Cf. follg.) 

Wala, V. Throw, cast, fling, 
hurl. Ap. waliia ; Int. washa, toss 
(grain, in winnowing). 

WaJa, V. (1) Count, calculate, 
reckon; (a) read, spell, write (cf. 
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lemba)\ (3) shine, be bright (as 
san, moon, stars). 

"Walaila, v. Used of a long 
journey, — plod along. (So also 
soTvatla, kwempela, sensela,) 

Walwa, wualwa, n. Native 
beer. (Cf. kumba^ unsa,) ^ 

wamas, n. plur. Also fVama' 
ma.^ (See Mama.') 

Wamaka, n. plur. Wife, wives. 
{Cf.muJta.) 

wamba, v. Arrange, put in 
order, make neat (tidy, orderly, 
comfortable), &c. (Cf. itota, ttfo- 
teshya.) 

"Wamba) v. Stretch tight, fit 
tightly on, e. g. skin on drum. Rv. 
immbula^ loosen, relax, take off 
coygr. 

wana, waana, n. Plur. of 
mwana, used in respectful address. 
(Cf. mwana,), 

"Wanda, v. Name, mention 
name, call by name. 

"Wandika, v. Stroll about, go 
a ^Ik, wander about. 

wanga, v. Chip or knock out 
front teeth (to improve appearance). 
Ps. ^angwa ; Md. -wangite, 

wanga, wnaxiga, n. {manga), 
(1) Drug, medicine, poison; (2) 
deceit, (plur.) lies, tricks, &c. (Cf. 
panda, musamo, mayanda, malele,) 

"Wangu, adv. Quickly, speedily, 
in haste. (Cf. Iwdfilo.) 

"Wani, pron. interr. Who? -a 
want, whose? Ndiwani {ndiwe 
(w)ant), who are you? Ngwant, 
^goni, who is he? 

wane, pron. plur. These, those. 
{Ct^-nOy uno.) 

wansa, v. Take grain out of 
granary (lifuta/a), give out food. 
(Cf^ mu'd>aftshi, ) 

wataa, watata, n. plur. Father, 
facers. (Cf^/a, tata.) 

wato, woato, n. {mato). 
Canoe. 

Wawa, v. Be inflamed, itch, 
hurt. Int. wawishya, 

Wa-wa-wa, adv. Descriptive 



of (hot) bubbling, or rippling 
water. 

■^a^o, pron. third pers. plur. 
They, them. 

"We, pron. (1) second pers. sing. 
You, used as prefix, e. g. wemwine, 
you yourself, and with preps, ndiwe, 
awe ; (2) third pers. sing. He, she, 
it. (Cf. weijbo, -e.) 

We, pron.^ (i) sing. It, for 
nouns in JVu', e.g. ^e tbuche, 
when ^ it dawned ; (2) plur. for nouns 
in JVa-y they. 

weoha, "^eja, v. Tell lies, 
slander, calumniate, deceive. Md. 
'wechete ; Int. ihec^esha, 

weka, V. (i) Flash, glitter, 
shine, — as lightning, polished metal, 
glass, &c (cf. iJbala, tuwd)\ (2) be 
always crying (as a child). 

'^elama, v. Be in hiding, lie 
in wait, crouch in concealment. 
Ap.^ ibelamina. 

weleka, v. (i) Carry a child 
on the back in a cloth or skin; 
(3) do work, labour. (Cf. mwdiele- 
ko, sebensa, nchiio, mulimo^ 

"^enga, v. Eat with a relish or 
seasoning, e.g. ixf, nshima, use as 
a relish with porridge. W, nswi 
{kuku), eat fish (fowl) with por- 
ridge. 

"Weaa, v. (i) Catch, seize, hold, 
take in the hand (cf. jata) ; (2) cut 
with an adze {mbeso), shape, smooth, 
point. 

We'^o, pron. second and third 
pers. sing. You, he, she. (Cf. 
neiifo, we.) 

'^, also wi^, wia^, a. 
Bad (in any sense), (i) wrong, evil, 
wicked, false ; (2) ugly, nasty, dirty, 
rotten, &c. (Cf. foUg. and chiiHihi, 
ibwdiiibi^ 

'^icha, wija, v. Be bad (see 
•wi), become bad, do badly or what 
is bad, e.g. go wrong, make mis- 
take, blunder, spoil, not do (suit, 
ma^ch, please), &c. Md. -ibichite\ 
Ap. ibichila\ Int. iSbichisha, (Cf. 
-1^1, -itota,) 
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'^iks, V. Set, place, put. Ap. 
'OnkUa, e.g. add to. (Cf. {t^ka- 
iika.) 

"^ilSj.v. (i) Hare property 
(possessions, wealth), e.g. house, 
money, clothes, cattle, &c. (cf. fii- 
wa, sambald), E.g. utaiHla, he 
has nothing, he is penniless. Md. 
'Wilile. (a) Be hot, warm, boiling, 
e.g. manshi ccdbila^ hot water. Cs. 
ibisha, iJbilisha^ make hot, heat, boil. 
Ap. ibililila, •dbiliHshay e. g. make 
angry, provoke, enrage. (Cf. tenia, 
piaypisha, lumwi.) 

-will, a. Two. (Cf. 'Owih.) 

Wiahl («w^/)» V. (See Ishi, V.) 
He (who) knows, an intelligent, 
clever person. (For wishit his father, 
see Ishi. For wishiy smoke, see 
wushi.) 

-wlsi, a. Raw, unripe, fresh, 
immature. (Cf. pia, -pia.) 

"Wisu, n. {mesu). Grass (in 
general, as material, for thatch, &c.). 
(Cfc chisokwe, chisuwa, mam.) 

'MMy a. Bad, ugly, &c. (See 

wiya, V. Eat food (porridge) 
plain, without relish or seasoning. 
(Cf. tteft^a,) 

'Wo, -wo, adr. Here (cf. awo, 
fl, wa, pa), e.g. iti^a-wo, put (It) 
here. 

wo, pron. (i) For noun in tft«, 
thus, so, e. g. 7^^ mbwtto, it is so, that 
is how ^it is (cf. iiu); (2) for 
noun in Wa, they. (Cf. "dbej mbo!) 

wola, V. Go bad, be rotten 
(putrid, spoilt, sour). Md. -wotete, 
{Ciyfunaayjasa.) 

Wola, "woola, v. Come (go) 
back, return, come again; (also, 
without clear idea of return) cotne, 
come to, approach. Ap. iboUttt; 
Cs. Hboshya, iboshesha, e.g. repfty, 
give back, restore. 

woma, V. Best, strike, beat On 
(drum,&c.). {h\,omba. Ci.n^otna.) 

womba, V. (i) Be soft, loole, 
relaxed (e. g. with heat or moisturej, 
slack, not tight, &c. ; (2) be toft, 



mild, gentle, calm, complacent, con- 
tent, easy-going, kind, tame. (,Cf. 
folle* and tinta.) 

-wombe-'^ombe, a. Soft, loose, 
yielding. (Cfc prec.) 

Wombwe, n. {'Aaib.) Frog. 

"^ona, V. See, notice, observe, 
perceive. Md. -ibene ; Ap. ibofuna ; 
Int. iboneshya ; Nt. iboneka, e. g. be 
(come) in sight, be seen (visible, 
apparent). (Cf. langa, e^ba, nyu- 

wongo, n. Brain-substance, 
brains. 

wota, V. Be good (in any sense), 
do good, do well, be right (just, 
true, beautiful, nice, kind, pleasant), 
e. g. suit, agree with, fit, be useful 
(profitable, advantageous, &c.). Md. 
wotele ; Ap. ibotela, e.g. be good for, 
suit, fit; Cs. ibotesha, make good, 
put in order, arrange, adjust, im- 
prove, correct, &c. (Cf. luHka^ 
lulatna, tbamba, and follg.) 

-"^otu, a. Good, true, nice, 
beautiful, &c. (Cf. iboia, -ine.) 
Adv. kaibotu, ibuibotu, chHbotu^ 
wen, truly, nicely, &c. 

wo^o,adv. Thus. (CLmbtubo, 
itfo,jtfu,) 

woya, n. {tnoyti). Wool, fur, 
hair of animals. (Cf. mususu.) 

Wu, adv. and conj. (i) In this 
way or manner, of this kind (sort, 
quality), thus, so, such ; (2) as, like 
as, so as, in case, supposing, if, 
seeing that, since, whereas. 

WU-, one of the class-prefixes, or 
classifiers, of nouns, with plur. ma-. 
Followed by -a, itua is assimilated 
in some words to iba, e.g. ibato, 
ibalwa (and seefollg.). 

'^uacha, wacha, v. and adv. 
It {itfusiku) dawns, at dawn, in the 
morning. (Cf. ibuchey cha.) 

wtiala, wala, n. {mala). Much 
food, abundance, plenty. (Cf. 
itninpi, ful^ 

Wualo, walo, n. {maJo). Place 
or position of headman; (also) head- 
man, chief. (Cf. mwame, ibuame.) 
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■^Tialwa, "^alwa, n. Native 
beer. (Cf. kutnba, uftsa.) 

wuamba, '^amba, n. Width, 
breadth, extent, spread. (Cf. 
wamda,) 

wuame, '^ame, n. Rank or 
condition of headman, chieftain- 
ship, free condition, freedom. (Cf. 
mwame,) 

Wuanga, "^anga, n. See 
wanga. 

"^uche, used as adv. When it 
dawQs, at dawn. (Cf. chay ibacha.) 

wuolil, n. Honey. (Cf. 
{n)suchi.) 

■^uchiaa, n. Anything eaten as 
relish with porridge, — salt, meat, 
fish, gravy, &c. (Cf. ^enga, lunga, 
wiyay munatu,) 

'^uchiwishi, n. Of the zebra 
kind, zebra-natareye.g.n>a7^i^i^>i., 
he changed into a zebra. (So ibu- 
kuku.) 

wufwifwi, n. Shortness, near- 
new. (Cf. -fwifwi,) 

Wufwiti, n. Witchcraft, magic, 
spell. (Cf. nfwitit ^buloshi^ ^un- 
gaftga,) 

wuka, V. (neut.) (i) Awake, 
wake up, revive (from sleep, un- 
consciousness, illness) ; (a) get well, 
be cured, be in good health. Cf. the 
common greeting, wcedmkaijiaibotu^ 
are you (quite) well ? How do you 
do ? (3) be generally known (noto- 
rious, public, famous, &c). Md. 
'ibukite ; Cs. itmshya, 

"^ukali, n. Fierceness, anger, 
sevgrity, cruelty. (Cf. 'kali^ 

wukwatl, n. Marriage. (Cf. 
kwata^ 

'^ukwe, Eu^nkwe, n. Affinity, 
— includes wife's mother, and near 
relations. 

"wiila, V. Ci) Lack, be without, 
not have strength for, not to be able, 
not to know how, fail of, fail to 
(do), not to rdo), e.g. iSmla kwisa, 
not to come (cf. ched) ; (a) get rid 
of hu sks (by pounding, sifting, &c). 

wulalo, n. {ptaL) Bridge. 



'^ulamfti, n. Length, height, 
distance. (Cf. -lamfu.) 

wnlanda, n. Dirge, wailing, 
lament. 

wulembo, n. Cutting, carving, 
marking, drawing, writing. (Cf. 
le mba ,) 

"wtilemu, n. Respect, honour, 
civility, compliment. (Cf. lema, 
-lemu,) 

■^iilenje, n. The Lenge country 
or district. (Cf. mulenje^ chi- 

Wuli, conj. As, as is, like. 
{Ct^anga, mbuH, ibu,) 

Wuliango, n. {mal.) Aperture, 
opening, hole. (Cf. muliango.) 

Wulili, n. {ma'\ Bed-frame, 
bedgead. (Cf. '^Ic) 

w ulilo, n. {ma- ^, Crying, weep- 
ing, mourning. (Cf. lila.) 

wulisha, V. Cs. of itula. 

"^ulo, n. {maid), (i) Place, 
position, right place, usual place ; 
(a) place of resting or sleeping, bed 
(ue. reed mattress or mat). Teya 
^bulOy get a bed ready. 

"^idongo, n. Earth, clay, mud- 
plaster (material of pottery, walls, 
&c.). (Cf. ^mmba^ mata.) 

"Wuloahi, n. Native medical 
art, doctoring. (Ci muloshi, nfwiti, 
shilfka,) 

wulowa, n. {ma-). Blood. 

'^uliunba-lumba, n. (ma-i,) 
An ear-ornament (bit of dry grass, 
/usaftga, passed tlu'ough the lobe of 
theear). 

wulimgu, n. {shi'L, ma-Ly of 
size and quantity). Bead, beads, 
beadwork. 

wuluwa, n. {maluway shiluwa). 
Flower, blossom. (Cf. liluwa,) 

"^uluya, n. Folly, stupidity, 
silliness. (Cf. muluya.) 

wulwashi, n. Sickness, illness, 
disease. (Cf. chisa,) 

Wulyo, adv. Anyhow, at ran- 
dom, for nothing, just so and nothing 
more, just, only, carelessly, reck- 
lessly, idly. (Cf. ibuy -iya, mbulyoJ) 
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'^umba, V. Make of day, 
shape, mould, Cuhion, create. (C£ 
mw^nshit lenga^panga^ 

wmnbi, n. adv. Difference, 
anojtber kind, otherwise. (Cf. -mbi,) 

wumi, wuumi, n. Life, health, 
soundness, safety. (Cf. -umi, moyo!) 

wundamuka, v. Rush, rush 
away. 

wunene, n. and adv. Bigness, 
great size, quantity. As adv. much, 
very, in quantities, a great deal, e.g. 
sotufwa iSbunene^ we are always 
dying, we are mortaL (Cf. -nene.) 

wunga, V. Gather up, collect. 
Ap. iSjungilila^ e.g. assemble people 
at (a place). Rp. '&ungana\ Cs. 
ibunganyay -anihy cause to as- 
semble. 

^unga, n. Powder, gunpowder. 

Wiingi, n. Abundance, plenty, 
quantity, much. (Cf. -ngi, ibuala, 

wimini, n. Smallness, fewness, 
thinness, lack. (Cf. -nini^ 'Che.^ 

"^unono, n. Small-pox. 

-"^untri, n. Niceness, sweetness, 
pleasantness (to the senses), e.g. 
nunka ti>., smell nice. 

'^iinyu, n. Selfishness, niggard- 
liness, miserly (dog-in-the-manger) 
conduct. (Cf. munyu,) 

"wuofu, wofa, n. Blindness. 

wiishl, n. Smoke. (Cf. shia, 
{n)sjiishu) 

wushiku, n. {mau.) Night, ^ at 
night. fVu.ibasunOy to-night. IVu, 
iba chilOy to-morrow night, last 
night ^M. ibalema, the dead of 
night. (Cf. shiku:) 

wushilu, n. Madness, insanity. 
{Ct-shilu^jfunta,) 

WTishu, n. {mashti). Face, look, 
expression. 

Wusliya, V. Cs. of ibuka, 

^usu, n. {masti). Flour, meal. 

wusuwa, n. Quarrelsomeness, 
vindictiveness, bad temper, jealousy, 
envy. (Cf. tnusuwa,) 

wuta, n. {mata). Bow (weapon). 



"^utala, n. (ma/,) Raised store- 
house for grain, granary, store. 

wutale, n. Iron-ore. 

wutambo, n. Rapacity, rave- 
nousness, raging, e. g. of a lion. 

"^utolo, n. Idleness, laziness. 
(Cf^uioio.) 

wutooji, o. Cotton, plant and 
material. 

Wuumi, n. See wumi. 

■^u-^i, "^u-iH^, n. Badness, 
evil, wrong, fault, falsehood, ugli- 
ness, uselessness, &c. (Cf. -t^', 
finj'a.) 

"^uiHli, n. {maibilt). Property, 
&c; same as foUg. (Cf. ibila,) 

"Wu^ondo, n. {tna-iSxmdd). 
Apron worn by women, made of 
beads {ibulungu), 

wu^oiii,n. (f^wK^wiO. Property, 
goods, possessions. (Cf. chuma^ 
mall, ) 

wu'^otu, n. Goodness, truth, 
beauty, happiness, safety, &c. (Cf. 
'ibotu^ itota.) Also adv. well, truly, 
nicely, rightly, &c. 

wu'^lika, V. Be old, worn 
out. (Cf. chekula.) 

wuya, V. See wiya. 

wuyani, interr. How, in what 
way? (Cf. warn,) -a Hbuyanif of 
what sort, what sort of — ? 



Ta, V. Go, go away, proceed. 
Ap. {y)ilat {y)ita, {y)ilila. The y 
is sometimes faint, or omitted, e. g. 
wa kutantay for wa{y)a kutanta. 
(Cf. encUiy ytndaj nyamukay ima^ 
iscu) Common imper. koya^ go! 
be off! 

Taka, v. (i) (neut.) Burn, 
flame, be kindled, be alight. Cs. 
yashaj light (a fire, lamp), kindle, 
set alight {K\,waka.) (2) Build 
(a house), construct 

Tala, V. (i) Lay out, spread, 
arrange (a mat, bedding, fee!) (cf. 
tandaibika, ihamba, teya)\ (2) be 
(go) in line abreast, in a row ; (3) 
hunt, go hunting, entrap ( — by a 
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line of men, stakes, stones, See), 
Ap. yaliia, 

Tama, v. (i) Lean, rest on 
elbow, recline. Ap. yamina, rest 
on ; Cs. yamika, cause to lean. 

Yamba, v. Begin. See Amba. 

Tamwa, v. Suck the breast 
(udder). Cs. ^awwiV^a, suckle. 

Tanda, v. Like, want, wish 
for, desire, love. Int. yandisha, 
Md. •yandite ; Ps. -yanditwe, (Cf. 
suna, langa, konka,) 

TanikE^ v. See Anika. 

Yapa, V. Pick, pick up, pluck 
(flowers, fruit, &c.), gather. 

Yasa, V. Wound, hurt, hit (with 
weapon), damage, kilL Ap. yasila^ 
Md, -yasi/e, Cs.yasisha\ 'R^.yasanUi 
e. g. fight, brawl. (Al. lasa,) 

Ya8aula,v. Inflict many wounds, 
cut (hit, hurt) all about (all over). 
{Ctyasa,) 

Yeya, v. Think, think about, 
consider, ponder, fear, expect. Int. 
yeshoy brood over, think much 
about. (Cf. kumbuka, (n)kumdM, 
langaluka,) 

Yinda, v. (i) Pass, pass on 
(along), pass by, go, depart; (2) 
pass over, surpass, exceed, excel, 
go beyond, be more (stronger, 
better) than, &c. (Cf. foUg. and 
Al. ptnta, /ft^tf.) 

Yindajut, v. Go off, go away. 

Yindllila* v. Unfold, teU at 
length, explain, narrate. (Cf. AL 
pimia.) 

Yoka, V. Apply fire to, roast, 
bum, bake (e.g. pottery). (Cfc 
tenta, pia, wila, ai^d Al. ocha, 
choma,) 



Yowa, V. Fear, be afraid (timid, 
cowardly). Int. and Cs. yosha^ 
e.g. frighten, terrify, menace. (Cf. 
moway and Al. oga^ opa,) 

Yowela, v. Shout, be noisy, 
make a disturbance (uproar, com- 
motion, e. g. drunken men. Cf. 
liyowelo), 

Yoi^oloka, V. Be gathered to- 
gether, assembled, collected. Ap. 
yoibolokela, (Cf. foUg. and ibun- 
ganya,^ 

Yc^olola, V. Gather together, 
cause to assemble. (Cf. tamda,) 

Yoya, V. Breathe hard, pant, 
gasp. Also V, muya. 

Yuma, V. (i) Be dry, hard; 
also C/ma; (2) be (get) welj, be 
sound (whole, aife). (Cf. -umi,) 

'jjunxL, -lunu, a. Dry, hard. 
(Cf. prec) 

Yumuna, v. Take up (a load, 
&c.), take on shoulder, carry, carry 
away. Ap. yumwita, Md. -yumwiie, 
(Cf. nyamunoy tola.) 

Yupa, V. Shell (nuts, beans, 
&c.). (Cf.follg.) 

Yupula, V. Scrape, graze, chafe, 
scrape off skin. (Cf. prec») 

Yuwa, V. "Wipe off (sweat, 
matuktttd), 

Yui^a, V. Hide, take shelter, 
conceal oneself; (Act) hide, cover 
up. 

Yuya, V. Shake, tremble, quake. 
(Cf. tutuma,) 

Yuytila, V. Peel off, strip off 
(e. g. bark). (Cf./«wfe, fundula,) 



Z. (See under 8, 8h.) 
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ABANDON 

Abandon, v. shia, leka, (throw 
away) sowa. 

Ability, n. (intelligence) mano. 

Be Able, v. (have strength) 
konsha^ (know how) ishi^ ishiwa. 
Not be able, iSmla, 

Abolish, V. shimya, shimaula. 

Abound, v. fula, -li -ngi, ko- 
mena. 

About, adv. pq>. (around) mbali 
shonsgy konse-konse^ (nearly) kunini, 
(concernmg) ku. 

Above, adv. pr. kujulu, {p)ajulu, 
(more than) kuyinda. 

Abscess, n. chilonda {shil.). 

Absent, a. He is absent, kutcUi, 

Abstain from, v. (deny oneself) 
limina {Himina). 

Abundance, n. ijbungiy (of food) 
•dmala. See Abound. 

Abuse, V. tuka^ tukanay n. 
matushi. 

Accept, V. (take, receive) tambila, 
tambula^ tola, (agree to) sumina. 

Accident, n. (disaster) liskamo 
(mask.). Accidentally (not on pur- 
pose) te hi moyo. 

Accompany, v. konkancL, cha- 
ttana, yindana {omwe)y (on start- 
ing) shindikila. 

Account, n. Give an account 
(report) shimika, (reckon, count) 
ibala* On account of, chetjbo cha, 
kambo ka. 

Accusation, n. mulandu {mil.), 
cheibo {sheihd). 

Accuse, V. (falsely) ihecha. 

Be Accustomed, v. iskiwila. 

Ache, v. chisa, chiswa, luma. 

Acknowledge, v. sumina. 

Acquit, V. (pardon) lekela. 

Across, adv. Go across, saibuka. 
Take across, salJbuska. 

Act, V. chita, n. kuchita, nchito. 

Add, V. ibikila, (make more) 
kulishya. 



AGBEEABIiB 

Adder, n. mpili ( — ), chipi/i. 

Adjust, V. ibotesha^ lulika. 

Admire, v. (gaze at) e^elOy 
(praise) lumba. Be admired, eitbeka. 

Admit, V. (let in) njiskya, (ojjen 
door \.6)jaluita, (confess) sumina. 

Adorn, v. samika. A. oneself, 
sama, lisamika. 

Adult, di,^kulUy -a chisungu. 

Advance, v. (go forward) ya 
kunembo, (go in front) tanjila. 

Advantage, n. (success) lishuko 
{mash.) J chiihotu {shiiS),), Be ad- 
vantageous, 'dfota, Ihotela, 

Advice, n. Give advice to, am- 
bilila, luita. 

Adze, n. mbeso ( — ). 

Affair, n. cheibo {sheibo), kambo 
(twambo), mulandu {mil.). 

Affection, n. kusuna, {n)suni, 
kuyanda, lusunano. See Iiove. 

Affliction, n. kupenga, kusauka, 
lipensho. See Sorrow. 

Be Afraid, v. yowa. 

After, adv., prep., conj. (Be- 
hind) kusule {kwa, or ya), {p)asu/e 
{P)a. After eating, kumana kulia. 

Afternoon, n. lisua lyasendama. 

Again, adv. kawili, tuwili. Urn- 
wi, alimwi. Come (bade) again, 
ibola. Do again, ihosha, iboshesha. 

Against, adv. ku, {p)a, and Ap. 
stem of verbs. 

Aged, a. -chembele, -kulu. See Old. 

Agitate, v. (move about) peshya, 
suka, (excite) ibusha moyo, kalalisha. 
Be agitated, tunta moyo. 

Ago, adv. Long ago, kaie^ 
chindi, A year ago, mwaka wa- 
mana. 

Agony, n. Be in agony, chiswa 
ihunene. 

Agree, v. (consent) sumina, (be 
on good terms) kondana, temwana, 
(be alike) koshana, elana. 

Agreeable, a. -a moyo. 
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Agrioulture, n. (hoeing) mu- 
linio. 

Aid, V. chafwa. 

Aim, V. (a gun) lulika {futi)^ 
eleka^ tondeka. 

Air, D. luwOf tnuwOf mpeyo. 

Air, V. (clothes, &c.) anika. Be 
aired, anuka. 

Alarm, v. yosha. Be alarmed, 
yowa, 

Alas, int. ma we. 

Alight, V. (as bird) tula, tulila. 

Alike, adv. chomwi. Be alike, 
koshana^ eiana. 

Alive, a. -a moyo, -umi. Be 
alive (show signs of life), langa, 
shishimuka. 

All, a. -^fftse. That is all (it is 
finished), chela. 

Allot, V. awila. 

Allow, V. (permit) Itka^ leshya^ 
(acknowledge) sumina. 

Almost, adv. kuntni {p)afwifwt. 

Alone, a. -eka, -enka. 

Aloud, adv. Say aloud, ambisha, 
amba iSmncme, 

Already, adv. kale, chindi. Also 
expressed by v. mana^ e.g. he is 
already gone, wamana kuya. 

Also, adv. a-, e.g. he also, awe, 
alakwe ; they also, aiJbo alawo. 

Alter, V. san^ka, sangula. 

Always, adv. lyonse, shiku 
shonse. 

Amaze, v. Iwesha. 

Ambiuih, n. Be (lie) in ambush, 
lishisa, ihelama. 

Ammunition, n. See Gun- 
powder, Bullet, &c. 

Among, adv. prep. {f)a kati 
{pa^ ka), mukati. 

Amount, n. chimo. 

Amuse, v. sekesha, konda, kon- 
desha. 

Ancestors, n. iJbantu iha kale. 

Ancient, a. -a kale, -a chindi. 

And, conj. a-, na. And next 
(then, so), cdimwi, (in narrative) 
akwambai. 

Anger, n. iJbukali, (furious, 
savage) nchinko. 



Angle, n. (outer) mutwi, (inner 
comer) lifwenko, v. Iowa nswi. 

Angry, n. Be angry, kalala. 

Animal, n. nyama ( — ), munya- 
ma {tifan,), 

Ajikle, n. kapokozo. 

Annoy, v. kaiashya, kambula, 
sdttila, sausha. 

Anoint, v. nanika. A. oneself, 
Ttana, linanika. 

Another, a. (of same kind) 
-mwi, (different) -mbi, (a second) 
-a kawili. At another place (time) 
kumbi, mumbi, {p)ambi. 

Answer, V. (to question) kumbula. 

Ant, n. (white) muswa {miswa), 
nswa, 

Antelope, n. Various kinds 
are mukulo (waterbuck), {n)sha 
(duiker), pelembe (roan), luengo 
(sable), naluvwi (reed-buck), shorn- 
bololo (koodoo), konshe (hsute- 
beeste), nyumbu (wildebeeste), chi- 
ibaiuala (bush-buck), pala. The 
usual plur. prefix is iba-. 

Anthill, u. chulu (jhidu). 

Anvil, n. nyundo. 

Be Anxious, v. penga, langaluka, 
yeya. 

Any, a. -onse. 

Anyhow, adv. (at random, care- 
lessly) ijuulyo. 

Aperture, n. ibuliango {maL), 

Apologize, V. kambilila, lambi- 
lila. 

Appeal to, V. kambilila, Iambi- 
lila. 

iLSi^^iiS, V. (come in sight) ihone- 
ka, iuntuka, (suddenly) pola, (in 
full view) iuntaibuka. 

Appease, v. tontosha. 

Appetite, n. moyo. 

Applaud, V. (praise) lumba. 

Apply, V. (bandage, medicine) 
pandila. 

Approach, v. sena. 

Approve, v. (praise) lumba, 
(like) temwat yanda, (assent to) 
sumina. 

Apron, n. (of beads) iSmivondo. 

Argue, V. nyenena, ambana. 
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Arm, D. iiansa (mansa), mukono 
(mik.). 

Armpit, n. JHvapa {mapd). 

Arrange, v. (put in order) lO' 
ngela, ibamba^ londola, iboteshya, 
lulika^ (settle, decide) sesa^ kombo- 
lola. 

Arrive, v. shika. 

Arrow, n. mumfwi {tnimfwt), 
mufwi. 

Be Artful, v. chenjela^ chenje- 
shya. 

Artisan, n. (smith) mufushi, (of 
any kind) muya (iSfoya). 

As, conj. ibu^ iifuli, anga, 

Afloend, v. tanta. 

Ash, ashes, n. mulota {mil,). 

Be Ashamed, v. chita soni. 

Ask, V. (question) ipushya^ (re- 
quest, beg) lomba, komba. Ask 
pardon (quarter), komba ^ kambilila. 

Be Asleep, v. ona tulo^ 

Assemble, v. (neut) ibungana^ 
yoibolokay (act.) ibunganya, yoUbo- 
iola. 

Assent, y. sumina. 

Assist, V. chafwa. 

Astonish, v. Iwesha. 

At, prep. kUf mu^ (/)«• 

Athlete, n. shinkusu (ibash,). 

Attempt, ▼. esha. 

Attend, v. (listen) nyufwa, sui- 
lilay (take care of) sunga, linda, 
(as doctor) shilika. 

Authority, n. (as chief) ibuame^ 
ibualo^ timneney ibukulu. 

Avoid, V. (a blow) leyUy (ward 
off) koibela. 

Awake, v. ibuka, (act.) ihusha. 
Remain awake at night, chila- 
wila. 

Away, adv. Go away, swa^ 
nyamukuy yinda. 

Be Awry, v. (out of straight) 
minamay sendamoy potama. 

Axe, n. kembe {twembe)^ chembe 
{shembe). 

Baboon, n. sokwe (tiras.). 
Baby, n. Jiocheche (Juch,), 
Bachelor, n. mungwe {ibongwe). 



Back, n. (of body) musana (fnis.'). 
Back part, rear, isuUy sule. Adv. 
kwisuhy pesule. Go back, ^lau Lie 
on the back, solama. 

Backbone, n. m<mgoloh. 

Bad, a. (in all senses) ^i^iSfi, 
'ibiaM^ 'iSn, Be bad, do badly, 
ibichaj itnja. Go bad (putrid) ^Hbo/a, 
(sour) sasayfunda. Treat badly, be 
bad for, iSiickila, 

Badness, n. ibwtbv&iy also adv. 
badly. Bad temper, ibusuwa, 

Bafae, v. ala. 

Bag, n. (satchel) komwe ( — ). 

Bake, s.yoka, tenia. 

Baldness, n. luwala. 

Ball, n. mpila. 

Bamboo, n. lutele (ntele). 

Banana, n. (plant and fruit) //- 
kcnde {mak.). 

Band, n. (of men) muJango. 

Bang, V. (a drum) Hshya, ibotna. 

Bank, n. (of river) mulombe (niiL ), 
(mound) kaptli {tup,). 

Baobab, n. muimyu (mi-lb.). 

Bar, n. (of wood, for door) cAi- 
pingv; V. (a door, &c.) pingila^ 
(path) shinka, , 

Bare, a. Be bare (clear, open) 
salcUa, 

Bargain, v. shitana. 

Bark, n. chiyula (shiy^^ chipande 
{ship.)y chipapu. Remove bark, 
yuyulayfunda.fundula. Bark strip, 
cord, loshi {ngosht)y loye. Bark cloth, 
lukwa. 

Barren, a. ngumba^ utashali (v.), 
'kafu, A barren cow, sundi. 

Barrier, n. ehishinsho. 

Barter, v. shita, shitaruiy esha. 

Bashful, a. -<i soni. 

Bask, V. (by fire, in sun) ota. 

Basket, n. Various kinds are, 
chitundu (shit,), chisele (shis^y chi- 
lupe (shil,), tumba. 

Bathe, v. samba ^ lisamba, 

Bafctle, n. nkondo ( — ), kulwanay 
kuyasana. 

Be, v. ibay liy niy t, (i)kala. 

Bead, beads, n. •tbulungu. 

Beak, n. mulomo (mil.). 
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Bean, n. (one kind) nyangii. 

Bear, v. (offspring) shala, (fruit) 
chata, ela, (a load) yumuna^ kulika. 

Beard, n. chiiesu, muUsu, 

Beast, n. nyama ( — ). 

Beat, v. uma, panda y kunka^ 
konka, konkola^ lupula, (Of heart) 
luta. Beat a drum, uma {lishya, 
iboma) n^oma. 

Beautiful, a. -ibotti^ -ine. 

Beauty, n. ibuwotUj iStuine. 

Because (of), conj., prep, cheibo 
(cha)y kambo (Jka), 

Become, v. ttfa, (change into) 
sanguka. 

Bed, n. ibulo {rnald), (bedstead) 
ibulilu 

Bee, n. suki^ {n)sucki. 

Beer, n. ttfolwa. Beer-drinking 
party, likumi. 

Before, adv., prep., conj. (in 
front) kunembo {kwa), (in presence 
of) (p)a menso. Go before, tanjila. 
Do before (first), tanguna. Send 
before, tanjishya. 

Beg, V. lomba^ senga, komba^ kam- 
bilila. 

Beget, V. shala. 

Beggar, v. ukmba (v. «&a/.), 
usenga (^as.). 

Begin, v. {y)amba, tangila^ tan- 
guna, sangunay (in singing) talika, 
(originate, rise) tula. 

On behalf of, prep, kambo ka. 

Behave, v. chitay enda. 

Behead, v. timbula mutwi. 

Behind, adv., ^Te^,kwisule (kwa) , 
pesule (^pa). Go behind (follow) 
konka. Stay behind, Jala, chala. 
Leave behind, shiay chasha. 

Believe, v. (accept, trust) sumina. 

Bell, n. mulangu {mil!)y (small, 
used in dancing) ngunga. 

Bellows, n. (smith's) muwa 
(mitiwa). 

Belly, n. Hfumo (maf.)y mala. 

Below, adv., prep, kunshi {kwa^ 
ya\ {p)anshu 

Bend, v. (round, in a curve) peta, 
peteshay {ntJiX,) petekaypetana. Bend 
down, kotama, kunama. Bend up. 



funga. Bend up and down (be 
springy), fwempafwempay five- 
nfwenta, kwempay kwenkwenka. 

Beneath, adv., prep. {p)anshi 
{payya)y kunshi, 

Be'BevXy y.petana, Md. -peteney 
(see Bend), (out of line, warped, 
&c.) minamay Md. -mineme. 

Be Bereaved, v. shiway chala, 
fwitway fvoilwa. 

Beside, adv., prep, (by side of) 
ku mbaliy (in addition to) kuyinda. 

Between, adv., prep., {p)akati 
{pay ka)y mukati. 

Bewail, v. lila. 

Beware, v. (guard oneself) /i- 
sunga. 

Bewitch, v. Iowa, 

Beyond, adv., prep, kwitala 
(Jswa), {p)etala. 

Bhang, n. luwanjey sangu. 

Big, a. -nenCy -kuluy -kando. Be 
(get) big, kulay komena. 

Bind, V. anga, sunga. 

Bird, n. kayuni {iuni)y chiyuni 
{shi'). 

Bit, n. (piece) chipande. 

Bite, V. luma. 

Be Bitter, v. lula. 

Be Black, v. shia. 

Bl&oksmith, n. mufushi (ibaf,). 

Blaze, yf,yaka. 

Bleed, v. (by cupping) lumika. 

Blind, a. A blind person, mofu 
(ibofu). Be blinded, hXmdiy pofuka. 
Make blind, pofula. 

Blindness, n. iSmofUy iJbofu, 

Block, v. shinkay shinkila. 

Blood, D. ibulowa. 

Blood-vessel, n. lushinga {itshi- 
nga). 

Bloom, Blossom, n. lilua. 

Blow, V. (as wind) pupay (a fire) 
fulita {mulilo)y (a horn) lishya, 
(bellows) /«^«/a, (nose) minuna. 

Blunder, v. 'dbichay (miss) inshay 
luwa. 

Be Blunt, v. shima. 

Bluster, v. semba. 

Boast, V. semba, lilumba. 

Boat, n. See Canoe. 
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Body, n. muwili {miwX 

Boil, v. tenia, wila^ pisha. 

Bone, D. chifuwa^ {shif. ), lifuwa. 

Border, n. (boundary) nyinsd, 
nisa. 

Bore, V. (a hole) tuluia. 

Be Bom, v. shalwa. 

Borrow, v. apula. 

Bottom, n. shi^ aiaU, (lower end) 
toko. At (to, from) the bottom, 
kunshif {p)anshi. 

Bough, n. musampi {mis»), 

Boulder, n. mwala, libwe. 

Bound, V. uluka. 

Boundary, n. nyinsa^ nisa {man.). 

Bow, n. (weapon) wuta {mata). 

Bow down, V. kotama. 

Bowels, n. maia. 

Boy, n. mtisankwa (lifas.), (lad) 
niulombe (t&fl/.), (child) mwanike 
{ihan.). 

Brain, n. iJbongo^ (intelligence) 
mano. 

Branch, n. (of tree) musampi 
{mis.). 

Brandish, v. sunsa. 

Brass, n. luwemba. 

Brawl, V. (with weapons), ^-ojawa, 
(noisily) yowela. 

Breadth, n. ibuamba. 

Break, v. (act.) tyola^ (smash) 
pwaya, kombaula^ (snap) muntusha, 
(neut.) iyoka^ muntukat sutuka. 
Break down, demolish, mwaya. 

Breast, n. (chest) chamba {ska- 
mba)y (woman's) liwele {maw.). 

Breath, n. muya (^miuya). 
Breathe hard, s.yoya. 

Breed, V. (keep cattle, &c.)^zt/a. 

Breeze, n, luwo^ mpeyo^ chipupu. 

Brew, V. (native beer) kumba^unsa. 

Bridge, n. ihulalo {mal.). 

Be Bright, v. (in colour) tuwa^ 
fwelay kashika, salala (see White, 
Bed) ; (as fire)^tf^a, (as sun) ivala, 
(as glass) iheka. 

Brim, n. mulomo {mil.). 

Bring, v. leta^ tola. Bring up 
(a child) lela, (train) enshya. Bring 
forth, (offspring) shala, (fruit) chata. 

Be Broad, v. (extended) salama. 



Be Broken, ▼. tyoka^ Md. -^yokeie. 
See Break. 

Brook, n. kalonga {tul.\ kanika 
{tun.). 

Broom, n. chipyelo {ship.), chi- 
pyeshOt chipyango. 

Broth, n. musushi {mis.). 

Brother, n. (my) mukwesu {ttfok.), 
(your, his) muhvanu, mukwa'dbo. 

Brushy n. See Broom, v. Brush 
away (e. g. flies) sola. 

Brushwood, n. musitu. 

Bubble, n. lipofu {ma-). 

Buffalo, n. nyati. 

Build, V. panga, (a house) yaka. 

Bull, n. muchende {ibach.). 

Bullet, n. limbala (mam.). 

Bollock, n. musune {itfos.). 

Bundle, n. (hileyt. 

Bungle, V. iSticha. 

Burden, n. (load) mukuli{fnik.), 
mutolo {mit.). 

Bum, V. tenia, pia, yoka^ umpa^ 
(blaze) yaka^ (scorch, &c.) lungtila. 

Bury, V. shika. 

Bush, n. (small tree) kasamo, mu- 
situ, (jungle, forest) musatisa^ lundu 

B ush-buck, n. chiiaaijbala {iaach. ) . 

Business, n. cheibo {sheibo)^kambo 
{twambo), mulandu {mil.), (trading) 
usambasi. 

Butt, n. (lower end) tako {mat.) 
Also Buttook. 

Buy, V. ula, shita. 

By, adv. prep, (at/ near) a, ku, 
(by means of) ku. 

Cage, n. (for fowls) chisangala. 

Calabash, n. Used as vessel for 
water, &c., chinkuli. 

Calculate, v. iStaJa. 

Calf, n. mombe {ibombe), (of leg) 
safu. 

Calico, n. nsalu, nguibo, lisani. 

Call, V. ita, onekat (summon) 
tamba, (shout) lila, kuwa, kanka, 
(by name) wanda. 

Calm, V. tontosha. Be calm, 
tontola. 

Can, V. See Able. 

Canoe, n. ituato {mato). 
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Caroass, n. mutuntu {mit.\ 

Oare, n. (thought, attention) 
kumbu. Care for, yanda^ suna. 
Take care of, sunga. 

Carpenter, n. muweseshi. 

Carry, v. (a load^ kulika^ 
yamuna', nyamuna^ tola^ (on a pole) 
Umba, Carry firewood, tepa kuni. 
Be carried away (by wind, water, 
&c.), ululuka. Carry a child on 
the back, iJbeUka„ 

Cartridge, n. chisonga^ 

Carve, v. lemba. 

Carving, n. ibulembo. 

Case, n. (affair, lawsuit) mulandu. 
See Cover. 

Cassava, n. tuie {ibat). 

Cast, v. wala. Cast away 
(abandon), sawa, leka^ 

Castor>oil, n. mbono. 

Catch, V. (seize, hold) jaia^ 
wesa, (a thing thrown) waka. 

Cattle, n. n^omhe. 

Cattle-pen, n. chintanga^chipaia, 
chata. 

Cave, n. lichengo {mach,\ 

Cease, v. (come to end) mana, 
ela^ (leave off) leka. 

Centre, n. kati^ akatu 

Be Celebrated, v, (well known, 
famons) Hbuka. 

Chafe, V. (graze) yupula. 

Chameleon, n. lutambwe, natP' 
tambwey naluntambwe. 

Change, v, sanduka^ sanguka\ 
also sanguia, 

Channel, n. munkomba. 

Charcoal, n. mashimbu 

Chase, v. (drive away) tanda^ 

Cheek, n. lichili (mack,). 

Chew, V. lukuta^ tafuna. 

Chief, n. mwame (ibame). 

Chieftainship, n. iSbuame^ ibualo. 

Child, n. mwanike {Hbau.), kanike 
{twan,\ mwana {^ibiana\ (infant) 
kacheche, 

Chin,n. ndesu^chilesu^iXno^Md), 

Chip, n. kapambasha. 

Chisel, n. chengo ( — ). v. Cut with 
chisel, chenga. 

Choose, V. saia^ nomona^ 



Chop, v. konka, kunka. 

Be Civil to, v. lemiya^ 

Civility, n. ibuUmu, 

Clan, n. mukowa. 

Clasp, V. kumbata. 

Claw, n. lucUa {mald)t chondon 

Clay, n. ibulongo. 

Clean, a. Be clean, (white) 
tuwa^ (bright, empty) salcda. Act. 
tuisha, saialisha. Clean grain (of 
husks), ivula. 

Clear, a. Be clear (open, empty, 
bare) salala, v. (ground, of trees) 
temat temaulaf (of grass, weeds) 
sewa, epa. 

Clearing, n. (cleared of trees) 
teme^ (round house, in village) 
luansa (nansd). 

Cleft, n. mwako {miako)^ 
(fissure, crack) mwanshya. 

Clever, a. -a manOy -chenjeshiy^che-^ 
njete (v.) A clever person, shhnano. 

Cliff, n. mwala (miald). 

Climb, v. tania. 

Close, a. (near) -fwifwi. Come 
close, j^wa. Be (get) close together, 
be closely packed, ata, ambana^ 
Adv. afioifwi. Close (stop) up, 
shinkay shtnkUa, 

Cloth, n. (bark) lukwa^ (cotton) 
nsaluy nguibOy lisaniy shule. 

Clothes, n. See Dress. 

Cloud, n. likumbiy Hyawa, 

Club, n. (knobbed stick) nkoli^ 
chikoliy kakoli. 

Cock, n. kombwey kotnbolwe,. 

Coil, n. likata. Be in coila 
{fo\^i)ypombela. 

Cold, n. mpeyo \ also, cold season. 
Be cold, iontolay oiowala. 

Collect, V. ibungay iSbunganya^ 
yoibololay (call together) tamba. 

Colour, n. See White, Black, 
Bed. Spot (patch, stripe, of colour) 
Hwala {ffULw.), 

Comb, V. sakula, n. chisakulo. 

Come, V. isay sa. Come to 
(arrive) shika. Come in, njila. 
Come out, swa. Come up, tanta. 
Come down, seluka. Come I koesa 
(i e. ka-u-isd). 
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Gomfort, ▼. iontosha, 

Oompsnion, n. (friend, acquaint- 
ance) muibiye, muiye, ndo {ynanto\ 
mwa/u{ibalu)fmwensuma y{his) mwe* 
nshinyina, (your) tnwenshinyoko. 

Company, n. (of people) mu- 



Compare, v. ela^ esha, elanya. 

Complain, v. tonga. 

Compliment, n. ibulemu. 

Conceal, v. shisa. 

Conceit, n. nkwela. Show con- 
ceit, lieijba, chita nkwela^ lilanga. 

Conquer, v. konsha, yinda. 

Consciousness, n. Recover con- 
sciousness, shishimuka. 

Consider, v. yeya^ kmgaluka, 
kumbuka. 

Construct, v,panga. 

Be Content, v. (pleased) kondwa, 
(satisfied) kuia. 

Contradict, v. kaka. 

Converse, v. amba, ambana, 
kananaj shimika makani, andika^ 
shimuna. 

Convey, v. tola, yumuna. 

Cook, v. teleka, pishya, takataka, 
(See Boast, Boil, Pry.) Of por- 
ridge, ambika, ponda, n. mutele- 
keshiy uteieka (v.). 

Cooking-pot, n. nongo {shin,, 
man.). See Vessel. 

Be Cool, v. tontola. 

Copy, V. iya. 

Cord, n. (bark) loshi {ngosht), 
ioye, mwando. 

Comer, n. (inside) lifwenko. 

Corpse, n. chitumpa, mwine. 

Correct, v. (put right, improve) 
vbotesha. 

Cotton, n. (plant and fibre) 
tJbutonji. 

Cough, V. kola, koola, kosoka* 

Count, V. ibala. 

Country, n. (region) chisi. 

Court, n. (enclosure) luansa, 
luwaya. 

Cousin, n. mushala {ibash,\ 

Cover, y.funikaifutnbika,fweka, 
/una. Cover up (conceal) shisa* 
n. chifunikOj chifweko, chifuo. 



Cow, n. mpwishi. 

Coward, n. mowa {lAowa), 

Cower, y. sukama. 

Crack, n. mwanshya {mian^. 

Crawl^ V. tambala. 

Be Crasy, y.funta, 

Ot^eT^, V. tambala. 

Crocodile, n. ntale, chittUe^ 
ngwena. 

Be Crooked, y. minama, 
-mineme. 

Crop, n. (bird's.) chifuntwa. 

Cross, V. saibuka, suibuka. 

Crossing-place, n. chaitniy chisa- 
tiwJko, chito. 

Crouch, V. fukamay sukama^ 
suntama. 

Crow, V. (as cock) kokoloka. 

Crowd, V. Be crowded together, 
ata. 

Cruelty, n. i&ukali. 

Crush, V. pwaya. 

Cry, V. lila. Cry out (exclaim"^, 
tama, iuwa, ama, n. lililo, lishiTvi, 
(of joy, welcome) ngwdfi, kanchele- 
chele. 

Cunning, a. -chenjeshu 

Cupping-instrument, n. mu^ 
lumu. 

Cure, y.futusha, ibusha, (remove 
spell) lowolola. Be cured, 4n*ka, 

Current, n. mukuku {mtk.). 

Curse, V. shinga, (abuse) tuka. 

Cut, V. (with knife, axe, &c., by 
chopping) temoj (make incision) 
nenga, (by slicing, shearing action) 
cAesa, sesa, sezva. Cut up (off, 
pieces), chimbula, timbula. Cut 
throat, kill, chinga. Cut marks, 
carve, lemba, (with chisel, pare) 
chenga, (with adze) wesa. Be sharp 
(edge, point), kola. Cut hair close, 
crop, kulula. Cut down every- 
where, (on a large scale) temaula, 
(of grain, reap) teibula. 



Damage, v. ibicha, ibichila, 
(wound) yasa. 
Dance, v. shana. 
Be Dangerous, v. luma, lumina, 
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'lumiie. A dangerous character, 
mukoli. 

Be Dark, v. shia. 

Darkness, n. tnushinsi. 

Dawn, v. cha^ chyct. 

Day, n. (period of 24 hours) 
shiku, (daytime) lisua. To-day, 
suno. Next day, to-morrow, yester^ 
day, chiioy kilo ; second day (before 
or after), isona; third day, inawa. 
All day, lisuay lyonse. Every day, 
shiku shyonse. Time of day, lisua, 
"Which day, lisuanshi? At what 
time of day, lisua alif lili? 

Daylight, n. lisua^ lumwi. 

Dead, a. -fu. Be dead,yw<i. A 
dead person, skikufwa {ihash^. 
Dead body, corpse, chitumpa^ 
mwine^ (carcass, of animal, &c.) 
mutuntu. 

Death, n. lufu. 

Deceit, n. (tricks) tnaUle, 

Deceive, v. chenga^ chengaikay 
chenjeka, ibecha, nyongola. 

Decide, ▼. (a suit, quarrel) 
kombohlay sesa. 

Decrease, v. cheya. 

Deep, a. -lamfu. Deep water, 
manshimangi. Deep down, {p)ami, 
kulale. 

Defend, v. sunga^ linda, (stand 
up for) iminina. 

Be Deficient, v. cheya, 

Defiraud, v. chenjela, (withhold 
what is due) ima. (Al. nima,) 

Delay, v. imuka. . 

Deny, v. kaka. 

Depart, v. nyamuka, yinda, 
unka. See Go. 

Descend, v. seluka. 

Desert, v. shia, leka, soma. 
Deserted village (gardens, &c.) 
matongOy chilala. 

Desire, v. yanda^ langa, konka, 
londa. 

Despise, v. (treat with contempt) 
uwaula^ nyanshay uwiya. 

Destroy, v. (break up, down) 
mwaya, (bring to an end) shima, 
vtanya. 

Detect, v. ionta. 



DevioiB, n. lilele (nial), 

Devr, n. mume. 

Differ, v. (be different) lekana. 

Different, a. -mbi, 

DifELcult, a: 'lemu. Be difficult, 
ala, lema. 

Dig, V. (with hoe) lima, kaiha, 
fumba (?). Dig up (out) fukula^ 
fukulula, Jumiulay (potatoes, &c.) 
limuna. 

Diminish, (get less) cheya, (make 
less) cheshya. 

Dip, V. (in water, soak) sutka. 

Dipper, n. (for drawing water) 
lufulu. 

Dirt, n. litombi {mat.), (mud) 
matipa. 

Be Dirty, v. (soiled, black) shid, 
shipila. 

Disappear, v. shimangana. 

Discharge, v. (send away) susha, 
kuskay tanda, (as fluid) nya. 

Discuss, V. nyenena. 

Disguise, v. shisa. 

Be Dishonest, v. (not straight- 
forward) minama, -mineme, sen- 
dama. 

Dish up, V. (food) pakila. 

Dismiss, v. susha, kusha, tanda. 

Disobedience, n. shindu. 

Disperse, v. (go in different di- 
rections) mweta, mwayika. 

Dispute, n. mulandu. 

Disrespect, n. Show disrespect 
(to), nyanshay sampaula, uwaula. 

Distance, n. ibulamfu, A long 
distance, mushinso. 

Distant, a. -lamfu , -lale, -lya 
(yonder). At a distance, kulya. 
Be distant, lampa, sakana, -sakene. 

Distress, n. lipensho, v. sausha, 
sauila. Be in distress, /^;^, sauka. 

Ditch, n. chilindi, munkomba. 

Dive, v. pila. 

Divide, v. (Act. allot, share) 
aiba, (Nt.) pambana. 

Do, V. chita. Be done (ended, 
exhausted) ela, tnana. 

Doctor, n. (native) muloshi, 
munganga^ musmdeshi, v. (treat 
medically) shilika, ibushya. 



I 2 
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Dog, n. (domestic) kahwa^ mu- 
bwd* 

Door, D. (of reeds, grass, &c) 
chisasa. 

Doorway, n. muliango. 

Doubt, v. (consider anxiously) 
langaluka. 

Dove, n. chiwa* 

Down, adv., prep. (p)anski, 
kunshi {Jkwa, ya), Down-stream, 
kunseUh. Come (go, get) down, 
seluka. Put down (on ground), 
tula. 

Dose, v. shinshila^ shinshiwaia, 
fukula. 

Drag, V. kweia. 

Draw, V. (drag) kwelay (sketch) 
hmba. Draw water, teka {tekula, 
lapa) manshi. Draw out, kusha. 

Drawing, n. (sketch) ibulembo. 

Dream, n. ohiloto, v. lota. 

Dress, n. (calico) nsalu^ chisani, 
lisanij nguijbo^<shuU, (skin) chipaya, 
y,fivala. Dress xy^^fwcUila^ sama ; 
{KqX,) fwalikay samika. 

Drink, v. nwa. 

Drip, v. loka. 

Drive, v. Drive away, tanda, 
susha. 

Drop, n. mundondo {mind^, v. 
way (as rain, &^c.) /(7/&a. Let fall, 
losheshay wisha. 

Drought, n. nyotwa. 

Be Drowsy, v. shinshila. 

Drug, n. musatno, iifanga {man- 
ga) ^ muyanda {miyandd). 

Drum, n. ng'oma. Beat a drum, 
lishya {liliskya) ng^onm. 

Be Drunk, v. kolwa. Make d., 
kola. 

Drunkard, n. mukoleshi, v. uko- 
Iwa, 

Dry, a- -yumu. v. Act. (clothes, 
&c.) anika. Make dry, yumika. 
Become dry, yuma. 

Duck, n. liibata {maib.), 

Dimg, n. mashif lushi. 

Dust, n. lusuko, 

Sar, n. kutwi {rnatwi)j (of maize) 
lipopwey (of grain generally) liku- 



nka, Eu OTnsiment,itu/u/nda/um^ir, 
lusanga. 

Early, adv. (in the morning) 
mumene, chifumo. Rise early, 
futna, 

Barth, n. (soil) ibulcngo, lilowa^ 
museye, (lamp of) chilongo, 

Barthenware, n. (thing made of 
clay) chi-dbumbwa. 

East, n. and adv. kuchwe, {kuy- 
ntulisua. 

Eat, v. /fVi, lya. Be eaten out 
(e. g. by ants), sumpwa. 

Edge, n. mulonio. 

Effort, n. Make an effort, esha^ 
lijatishay limba. 

Egg, n. Hi {mat). 

Eight, a. -osanwe waya 'fative. 

Eland, n. nsefu {iban.\ 

Be Elastio, v. tandaibuka. 

Elbow, n. kokola {tokola). 

Elder, n. mukulu {ibak.). Elder 
(senior) woman or wife, naibunene. 

Elephant, n. {n)sofu ('iban,). 

Elsewhere, n. {p)ambi, kumbi^ 
mumbi. There is no one else, 
umbi tawo, 

Embraoe, v. kumbata. 

Employ, v. tuma. 

Employment, n. See "Work. 

Empty, a. Be empty (clean), 
salala. It is empty, mutali chintu. 

Encamp, v. tula^ pumuna, 

Enolosure, n. luansa^ luwaya^ 
(for cattle) chmtanga. 

End, Ending, n. kwela^ kela^ 
chelo, (farthest point) alale, kulale. 

End, v. (come to an end) ela^ 
mana. 

Endeavour, v. elay eleshay esha. 

Engage, v. (promise, undertake) 
shomay shomya^ sumina. 

Enjoy, y. kondwa, temwa. 

Enough, a. Be enough (ample), 
fula, (satisfying) kutishya. Have 
enough, kuta. Not be enough, 
cheya. 

Enrage, v. ibililishay kalalisha. 

Enter, v. njilay ttgila. 

Entrance, n. muliango. 

Be Equal, v. elana, -elene. 
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Err, V. itncAa, insha, luiva, 

Emption, n. (skin) shipeU (s, 
chip.), 

XiSoape, v. loiboka^ (slip away) 
pusumuka, (be saved) puluka, 

European, n. (white man) mu- 
sungu {lifas,). 

Be Even, v. lulama^ -luleme^ 
oloka, 'Olokete, Lay even, e/a^ lula- 
mika^ olola. 

Evening, n. choleshya, 

"ErveTYf a. (all) -onse. Every- 
where, ionse, (p)onse. 

Evil, a. -z^/«&*, -«^/, '-Aiaibi, Do 
evil, ibicha^ n. ituibiibi, tinti^. 

Examine, v. gii>ela, langishya^ 
Hngula, soruUla, 

Exceed, Excel, v. yinda. 

Exchange, v. (of goods, trading) 
shitat shitana. 

Be Excited, v. luta^ (of heart, 
feelings) tunta. Excite, luHshya, 

Excreta, n. (solid) mashiy iuski, 
(liquid) mikoso. 

Exert oneself, v. esha, Ujatiska^ 
limba. 

Expect, V. ianga, yeya. 

Expedition, n. (journey) luendo 
{nyendd). 

Explain, v. pilulula^ yindilila,^ 

Expose, V. (to sun and air) 
anika, (a child) sowa. 

Extend, v. (stretch tight) wamba. 
Be extended (spread out, wide) sa- 
lama. 

Extent, n. iSniamba, 

Extinguish, v. shima (also, be 
extinguished). 

Extract, v. (take out) kusha, (as 
tooth, thorn) sokola, somonona. 

Eye, n. iiso {meso). Eyeball, 
mboni. 

Eyebrow, n. chikumbwi. 

Eyelash, n. lukoye {nkoye). 

Eye-lid, n. chikqye. 



Face, n. ibushu, meso. Lie on 
face, face downwards,/«^/wa,/«Aj- 
mana, 

'F9ide,'v.yuma, 



Fail, V. shama^ (lack strength, 
ability, knowledge for) «&«/«, (de- 
crease, be too little) cheya. 

Failure, n. lishanw. 

Fall, V. wa, (drop) loka. Let 
fall, wiska, loshesha. 

False, a. -t^W, ibi. See Lie. 

Family, n. (clan) mukawa. 

Famine, n. nshala. 

Be Famous, v. ibuka. 

Far, adv. (distant) kulamfuy 
kulale, (a long way) mushinso. 
Farthest point, kulale. 

Farewell, n. Bid faiewell, lasha. 
See Qoodbye. 

Fast, adv. wangu^ Iretbilo. 

Fasten, v. (tie) anga, sunga. 

Fat, n. mafuta. Be (get) fat, 
ina. a. 'inu. 

Father, n. lata, la, (your) iso, 
(his) isM. 

Fathom, n. (of calico) muk- 
wamba {mik,). 

Fatigue, v. chima^ kaiasha, le- 
mya. Be fatigued, chimwa, kalala^ 
lema. 

Fault, n. ibwdnibi, ibuibi, luin- 
sho. Commit a fault, ibicha, insha* 

Fear, v. yowa. Cause to fear, 
yosha. 

Feather, n. lipepe, kapepe. 

Be Feeble, v. ibomba. 

Feel, V. (perceive) nyufwa, (with 
finger, touch) linla. 

Feelings, n. moyo. 

Female, a. -kashi, 'anakashi, 
-a lulundu. Female sex, woman- 
kind, lutundu. 

Fence, n. lichinda, (stockade) 
liltnga. 

Fetch, V. lela, tola. 

Fetish, n. (of clan) mukawa. 

Fetter, n. chiyingu. 

Few, a. -che, -ke, "ttini. Be few 
(too few), cheya. 

Fierce, a. 'kali. Be fierce, ka- 
lata. 

Fierceness, n. ibukali^ ibutambo. 

Fight, V. umana, yasanajayana, 
Iwa, n. (war) nkondo, (brawl) 
lulwo. 
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File, V. kumba, n. ItPia, 

Fill, V. fuHshya. Fill (stop, 
block) np, shinkay shinkila. 

Final, a. -a kwela, -a kumana, 
. Find, V. (come upon )/«««. 

Finger, n. munwe, kanwg. Little 
Anger, kantengulushya^ kanyansa. 

Finish, v. (bring to end) manya. 
Be finished, ela^ mana. 

Fire, n. mulilo. Make (light, 
kindle) fire, yasha mulilo^ (by 
friction) shika mulilo, set fire to, 
tenia, (grass) sanda. 

Fireplace, n. MJto, (stones) 
mq/wa. 

Fire-sticks, n. chiskikwa, lunya. 

Firewood, n. kuni (s. lukuni). 

Be Firm, v. (hard)>'j<wa, (strong) 
limba, konsha. 

First, a. -a kusanguna, -a ku- 
yamba, -tanski. Be (do) first, 
sanguna, tanguna, tanjila. Put 
(send) first, tanjishya. 

Fish, V. (with hook) laiba, kupa, 
with flat basket) sela, (with spear) 
swaya. n. lunswi {nswi). 

Fisherman, n. muswayishi 
iiJbas,), 

Fish-hook, n. ndoibo ( — ). 

Fissure, n. mwanshya, mwako. 

Fist, n. (knuckles) konye. 

Fit, V. (suit) HolelUy (adapt, 
arrange) ihotesha, ibamba, lulika. 

Five, n. -osanwe, -sano. 

Fix, V. palika, (in ground) shi- 
mpika. 

Flash, V. ibeka. 

Be Flat, v. lulama, -luleme, 
oloka, 'Olokete, Lay flat, ela, olola. 

Flesh, n. nyama. 

Fling, V. wala» 

Float, V. samba. 

Flock, n. litanga^ mulongo. 

Flour, n. ihusu* 

Flourish, v. komena. 

Flower, n. lilua, malua. 

Fly, V. uluka. n. (common) 
lunshi {maL), 

Foam, n. lipofu (map.). 

Fog, n. shikititku. 

Fold, V. funga, (bend round) 



peta. Fold the arms, Ukumbata. 
n. likala. 

Follow, V. chala, chanana, konka, 
londa, (go after, pursue) toibela. 

Folly, n. iSbuluya, kupusha. 

Be Fond of, v. yanda, lemwa, 
langa. 

Fondle, v. (a child, dandle) 
sunsa. 

Food, n. chahulya (shak,), chilya 
{shil.) 

Fool, n. muluya (ital.). Be a 
fool, punda-punda^ pusha. 

Foot, n. chimpanta, mwendo 
(also, leg). 

Forbid, v. kaka, kasha, kashika, 
lekeleshya. Be forbidden, kashikwa ; 
(against custom, not allowed) tonda. 

Force, n. ngusti, nkusu. 

Ford, n. chisaibuko, chilo. 

Forehead, n. kumo ( — ). 

Forest, n. lundu, lilundu, mu- 
sansa, (thickly wooded) lusaJka, 
(open, grassy, moorland) liwesa. 
See Qlade. 

Forge, V. (metals) ,/«/«. 

Forget, V. luwa, -Imle, Imvala, 

Fork, n. (of tree, post) lusanda 
{sandd)^ (of path) mapambantve. 

Formerly, adv. kale, chindi. 

Be Fortunate, v. shuka, A 
fortunate person, shicholwe. 

Fortune, n. Good fortune, 
lishuko, cholwe. Bad fortune, 
liskamo. 

Forward, adv. kunembo. 

Four, a. -ontie, 'tine. 

Fowl, n. nkuku, (hen) nseke, 
(cock) kombwe. 

Free, a. Get free (escape), 
ladfoka. Set free, loibosha, A free 
man, mwame, (member of a village) 
mtichete. 

Freedom, n. (state, condition) 
ihuame. 

Fresh, a. (new) -pia, -pya, 
(green, raw) -wist. 

Friend, n. muibiye {iSbaibiyi)^ 
ndb {inantd), mwalu {ibalti), (of 
same village) mwansi, mwensu 
i^jtbenstt). Also, in address, namata. 
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Frlthten, v,yosha, (by shouting) 
amincu 

Frog, Q, ibombwe (itfaUb,), 

From, pep. hi, mu, a, kuswa 
(coming from). 

Front, n. In front (of), kunembo 
{kwa\ am4s$ (a). Go in front, 
ianjila. Fronts (of body, direction), 
lulembo. 

Froth, n. m€tf^. 

Fruit, n. muckeio. Bear finit, 
chaia, ela. 

Fry, T. kanga^ 

Be Full, V. fiik^ isula, -fulite, 
'iswite, (brim full, overflowing) 
fundilila. A vesaei half (partiy) 
full, musaa {niis,). 

Fur, n. iboya {tnoyd^ 

Furrow, n. luliifU (ndindi, 
nindt). 

Fury, n. nchinko. 

Gain, v. (make profiti) shuka, 
n. Hshiiko, 

Oame, n. (animaU) $^ama. 
Play gSiXQes^ fukana, 

G-ap, n. mwako imiako\ 

Gape, V. Stand agape, ckHttftna, 
(open month wide) Idkama^ 

Garden, n. (plantation, soxvhum) 
munda (miunda), (small) Aumda 
(Jundd), (maize, mealies) chtft$ml<ii 
chipokay (nuts) chisenga. 

Gather, v. (collect together) 
ibunga, ibunganya, yoM9h% 
(flowers, fruit) chela^ yapa, GftthoT 
wild fruits &c., in famine, sepa^ 

Gaze, V. langisha, iborusha. 

Be Generous, v. (liberal) pdsj^a^ 
teiJbeta, 

Be Gentle, v. ibomha. 

Get, V. ula, (fetch) leta, toh% 
Get hold of, jata^ wesa^ landa* 
Get up (from sleep) ibuka, (from 
sitting) ima. Get well, iSfuka, Get 
to (reach), shika. 

Ghost, n. (spirit) mushimu 
(mish.). 

Girl, n. mumoye, mulindu, kam^ 
wait, musimbu 

Give, v. pa, fambika, iambusha^ 



(make presents, be liberal) teAeia, 
Give back, ibosha, iboshesha. 

Be Glad, v. sangala, sangalawa, 
kondwa, seka. 

Glade, n. (open grassy, treeless 
depression in forest) lusensa (jensa, 
sktsensa, masensd), mtisensa. 

Glass, n. chilola. 

Glide, V. (as snake) teshimuka. 

Glutton, n. muliaibi {ibal.). 

Gnaw, V. lukuta, tc^una. 

Go, V. (go on, off, away, depart, 
proceed, &c.) ya, ia, enda^ yinda^ 
nyamuka^ ima, unka. Go away! 
koya (i.e. kauya). Go in, njtla. 
Go out, swa. Go before, tanjila. 
Go behind, konka. Go up, tanta. 
Go down, seluka. Go on (doing), 
limba. Go back, ibola. Go fast, 
endeshya. 

Goat, n. mpongo (skimp,), 

God, n. Lesa, 

Good, a. -ihotu, -ine. Be good, 
ibota, (honest, pure) salata, tuwa, 
tulama, oloka, (steady, even-tem- 
pered) shite, (gentle, mild) ibomba. 

G^od-bye, n. (to one leaving) 
mukashike, kamushika, (to one re- 
maining) mukachale, kamuchale. 
Say good-bye, lasha. 

Goodness, n. ibuibuto, ihine. 

Goods, n. (property) ibuiboni, 
ibuibili, chuma, mali, (for sale) 
makweibo, 

G^rge, n. chisengu, mwako. 

Gossip, V. kanana, ambana, 
shimika makani, soniomoka. 

Grain, n. (seed) mbuto. 

Granary, n. ibutala {mat,). 

Grandchild, n. mushikuiu 
{ibash.). 

Grandparent, n. kapa {ibak,), 
muwishikulu {iSbesh,), 

Grasp, y,jata,jatishya,fukatila. 

Grass, n. (in general) wisu 
iniesu), mani; grass-jungle (high, 
dry) chisokwe; grass-country, chi- 
suwa. 

Grate, v. kumba. 

Be Grateful, v. (thank) lumba, 
lumbila^ 
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Ckratis, adv. tMyo. 
OraTe, n* cAiitfanda, chumbwi. 
Gravel, n. bwe-bwe (sing, luhwe' 
bwe). 
GTB,vy, XL musushi {mis,), 

Oraae, v. (scrape skin o^yupula^ 
Oreaae, n. fn(tfuta, 

Oreat, a. -netu, -kulu^ -kanao. 
Be great, kula, konuna, (influential, 
powerfiil) lema, 

Oreatlyi adv. kunene, ^btmene. 

Greedy, a. A greedy, gluttonous 
person, muliirdn. 

Greet, v. (each other) amdana, 
itushana. Common forms of greet- 
ing are : ^buyani^ how (are you ) ? 
waituka kaibotUt are you quite well ? 

Grey hair, n. mfwi. 

Grief, n. lipensho, kupenga, ma- 
lilo. 

Grieve, v. (Neut.) penga, Hla, 

Grind, T. (metal) nona, (grain, 
&C.) pela. 

Grindstone, n. (for metal) chi- 
fumoy (for grain, &c.) iibwef mpclo 
(upper). 

Grip, -v, jaiishya, fukaiila, luma. 

Groan, v. tenda, tonga. 

Groove, n. lulindi, 

GTOundfU, (n)skt. On the ground, 
{p)anshiy kunshi. Ground nuts, 
nyemu. 

Group, n. (of individuals) mu- 
longo. 

Grow, V. kula^ komena, (as plant) 
fftena. 

Growl, V. luluma, n. lilulumo, 
lifumo. 

Grumble, v. tonga. 

Guard, v. linda^ sunga, funa. 
Guard against (a blow, weapon), 
leya^ koiS)ela, 

Guest, n. mwensu {tbensu). 

Guide, V. (go in front) tanjila^ 
(show road) iansha ijangilisha) 
njila. 

Guinea-fowl, ti. {n)kanga ( — , 
and mak,). 

Gully, n. chisengu. 

Gun, Vk,futi, Fire a gun, lishya 
fuli. Load a gun, sokafutu 



Gunixnrder, n. 1^1^. 

HaU, n. fula ya mabwe, (storm) 
chifulamabwe. 

J^Bir, n. lisusu, pmsusu, (fur) 
moya. 

Hammer, n. chikoma^ mukoma. 
V. (do smith's yrotV)fuia. 

Hand, n. liansa {mansa), (fingers) 
miftwe, (palm) lupaka. 

Handle, n. muini. 

Handsome, a. -ibotu^ -im. 

Hang up, V. (Act) angika. Hang 
down the head (in gri^, despond- 
ency), sulama. 

Be "Kapjfy, v. kondwa, sangaiahva^ 
temwa. 

Harass, v. katashya, kambulay 
sauila. 

Be Hard, v. yumcL^ (difficult) 
lema^ ola, a. -ytimu. 

Hare, n. sulwe {ibas,). 

Harm, v. (do harm to) i^Ai/a, 
(wound) ^o^a, (hurt) cAisa, 

Hartebeeste, n. konshe {ibaJ^.), 

Haste, n. With haste, wangu, 
luiHlo. See Hurry. 

Hat, n. (European) nkoani. 

Hate, V. potay sula, n. chipato, 
(mutual) chipatano. 

Have, V, H a (i. e. be with), (pos- 
sess) iHla, 

Haae, n. shikunku. 

He, pron. weibo, we. 

Head, n. mutwi, chitwi. 

Headman, n. (of village) mwame 
{ibanie). 

Headrest, n. (wooden pillow) 
muiamino {mit.). 

Heal, V. iSbusha^futusha* 

Health, n. ihumi. 

Healthy, a. (sound, whole) -nmf. 

Heap, n. chifufu^ tnulwi. 

Hear, v. nyufioa. 

Heart, n. moyo {mioyo). 

Heat, n. lumwi^ (n)kasaio. See 
Hot. 

Heavy, a. 'iemu. Be heavy, iema, 
Hmba. 

Heel, n. chishindi^ kashishilo. 

Height, n. ibulamfu^ chimo. 
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Heir, n. piani (map,). 

Help, V. chajwa, lielp oneself 
to food (take in the fingers), suna^ 
kusa. 

Hen, n. seki^ {n)sechu 

Her, Hers, a. -akwe, 

"SUit^^ n. litanga {mat,\ muUngo, 

Herdsman, n. mwembeshiy (of 
goats) shimpongo, (of sheep) ski- 
mbelele, Bq h., embela, 

"Here, adv. awayawo,mpa,mpawa, 
mpeche, {p)anOj wane, uku, hino, 
utnu, munc, ku, mu, (w)tf, {w)o. 

Hiccough, y. shigiia. 

Hide, n. chikanda^ mpaya, v. 
shisa, yttdfa. Be in hiding, •Aelama. 

Hiding-place, n. chishiso, chi- 



High, n. 'lamfu. High up, ku' 
juluy ktiloUe, 

Hill, n. chilundUf mutunduy lu^ 
pili (Jhipiliy malupiH). Be hilly 
(undulating), iuntay tunta-tunta. 

Hip, n. kasola (Jus,), 

Hippopotamns, n./utlbu. 

His, a. -aJhve, 

Hit, V. (beat, strike) uma^ (wound) 
yasa. 

Hoe, n. /ise (mass), v. h'ma. 

Hold, v,jiUa, wesa, (grip) /uma, 
fukatila. 

Hole, n. (aperture) iiliango{mai,)i 
(large) muliango, (in tree) iupako 
\fnap,\ (pit^ chilindiy chilingo, 
(large, pitfall) mulindiy (scooped 
out, fowl's roost) chifuka, (under- 
ground) chitumba. Make (bore) a 
hole, tululdj (dig) fukula. 

Hollow, n. (in ground, cleft, 
ravine) chistngUy (in tree) Iupako. 
V. (hollow out) kohla. Be h,, ko- 
loka. 

Honest, a. 'ibotUy -ine^ 'loshu 
Be honest, lohkay •luleme (v.). 

Honey, n. ihuchi. 

Honour, v. lemiya, n. ibidemu. 

Hook, n. (fishing) ndoibo, 

Horn, n. luicha {mecha)^ 
{n)shansa. 

Hot, a. Make hot, ptshay wishya, 
wilishya^ tcnteshyay umpa. Hot 



water, mamhi atenta, manshiawila. 
Be hot, pia^ kasola, tenia, wila. 

Hour, n. At what hour, lisua 
HH{kult)'i 

House, n. ng'anda, sometimes 
nanda {ng*anda, shing'anda, ma* 
ng* anda, manda). Various kinds of 
hut are, musumba,chi(ungn, nkunka. 

How, intern iiu, ibuyaniy -nshi ? 
How is it? mbuyani? How are 
you? waibukajt How many? 
'Ongae? 

Humble, a. Approach humbly 
(clapping the hands), humble one- 
self to, kambilila, lambilila. 

Hunger, n. nshala. 

Hunt, y.fuima, yala, saka. 

Hunter, Huntsman, n. mufuimiy 
(one who traps game) muieshi. 

Hurry, v. (go fast) endeshya, 
chicha, yinda luibilo, (Act.) ku- 
iumishya. In a hurry, wangu, iu- 
ibilo. 

Hurt, v. (give pain) chisa, (dam- 
age, wound) ^ora, (be painful) watva, 
chisa. Be hurt, ckiswa. 

Husband, n. mulume, mwana-- 
lume, iibt {ibeibe). 

Husk, n. likwenie (mak.), sembe, 
taye. 

Hut, n. chitungu, musumba, 
kuftka, mwenda. 

Hyena, n. suntwe {ibas.), 

I, pron. neibOf ne, me. I m3r8elf, 
ne mwine. I alone, nenka. It is I, 
ndi me. With me, a me. 

Idle, a. An idle person, mukata, 
mutolo. 

Idleness, n. ibutolo. 

If, conj. iim, ansha. 

Be HI, V. chiswa, (moan) tenda, 
iongela, 

Hl-fortune, ill-luck, n. lishamo. 

Illness, n. kuchiswa^ ibulwashi. 

Hi-temper, n. lutushi, iSmsuwa, 
An ill-tempered person, musuwa. 

Imitate, v. iya. 

Be Immature, y,fuiba. 

Immediately, adv. sunOy onono. 
See Now. 
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Improve, y. ^boiesha. 

In, adv. prep, mu, mukati (mwa, 
ka). 

Increase, v. (Neut.) kula, (Act) 
kulishya, 

Indian 00m, n. mancheweU, 

Indian hemp, n. (bhang) luivanje, 

SOftgU, 

India-rubber, n. mpila. Tree 
yielding rubber, muibungo {miw.). 

Be £ida8triou8, v. limba. 

Infant, n. kacheche, kanike. 

Infect, be infections, v. ambukila. 

Inform, v. lula, luitay ambilila. 

Inherit, v. kona^ piana. 

Inheritance, n. chikonOy lukonoy 
chipiano. 

Inquire, v. (ask) ipushya. In- 
quire into (investigate), sonda^ sompa, 

Inquisitiye, a. An inquisitive 
person (doctor, explorer), musonde- 
shi^ musondi. 

Insane, a. -shiiu. 

Insanity, n. Hbushilu. 

Inside, adv. (^p)akaitj mukati, 
mu, n. katif (of honse^ {n)sansa. 

Instruct, V. (inform) lula, luita. 
See Teach. 

Insult, V. (abuse) tuka, (disre- 
spect) uwaula, uwiya, nyansha, 
sampaula. 

Intellect, Intelligence, n. mano. 

Intend, v. langa, yanda. 

Intention, n. moyo. 

Intercede, v. kombela^ iminina^ 
kambilila. 

Intoxicate, v. kola. 

Iron, n. chela. Iron ore, ibutale. 

Irritate, v. kalashya. 

Island, n. {n)sufnbu. 

It, pron. -e (with prefix). 

Itch, V. wawa. 

Its, a. -akwe. 

Ivory, n. (elephant's tusk) luicha 
{nucha). 



Jar, n. nongo. 
Z^k'TTy n. (lower) muwanga. 
Jealous, a. A jealous vindictive 
person, musuwa. 



Jest, jibe, n. lisekesko. 

Join, V. nunga. 

Joint, Joining, n. linungo. 

Joke, n. lisekesko. 

Journey, n. luendo (nyendo), (a 
long distance) mushinso. 

Be Joyftil, V. sangala, seka, 
kondwa, temwa. 

Judge, V. (decide a case) sesa, 
kombolola, pilulula {mulandu). 

Jump, V. sotoka, uluka. 

Jungle, n. (bush, forest) musansa, 
(undergrowth) musitu. 

Just, a. 'ibotu. Be just, 'd)ota, 
adv. Just so, only just, just and no 
more, mbuUbo, ibulyo. 

Keep, V. sunga. Keep cattle, 
&c. (as owner) fuwa, (as herdsman) 
embela. 

Kick, V. sansa^ sansula, n. sanso 
{mas,). 

Kidney, n. lusa {nsa). 

Kill, V. jaya, (strangle) shina, 
(cut throat) chingaj (stab) swaya. 

Kind, a. Be kind, ibota^ -Aomba. 
n. (sort) mukumo {mik.). 

King, n. See Ohief. 

Kiss, V. myonta. 

Kitchen, n. chiko. 

Knead, v. (with hands or feet) 
kanda, loibeta. 

Kneel, v,fukama^ suntama. 

Knife, n. luweshi {mbeshi). 
Also with prefix chi-, mu-, ka-. 

Knobkerry, n. nkoli. 

Knock, y. uma^ konka, kunka. 

Knot, n. chifundo. Make (tie) 
a knot, fundikila. 

Know, V. ishif ishiwa. Be well 
known, 'dmka. 

Knowledge, n. mano^ kuishiwa. 

Knuckle, n. {n)konye. 

Koodoo, n. (antelope) shombololo. 

Iiabour, n. nchito^ mulimoj 
muibeleko, musebensa. 
Iiabourer, n. (field) mulimi. 
Iiaok, V. (be without) iifula. 
Be Lacking (deficient), cheya. 
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Lad, n. musankwa {ibas.)^ 
tnulotnbe {ibal.). 

Iiadder, n. chitantilo. 

Ladle, n. mwiko {miko). 

Be Lame, v. sunkuta. 

Lament, v. lila^ imbilat itnbula^ 
kuwaila. 

Lamentation, n. malilo^ Umlanda, 

Land, n. (region, district) chisi, 
nsi. 

Landing-place, n. chaibu 
{shaibu). 

Language, n. mulaka, (mode of 
speaking) mwambo^ chambo. Bad 
language, matushi. 

Large, a. -nenej -kulUy -kando. 
Be (become) large, kula^ komena. 

Last, a. -a kwela, -a kutnana. 

Be Late, v. (behind time) chelwa, 
chetway (linger, loiter) imuka. 

Lath, n. (for carrying thatch) 
luwalo {mbalo). 

Laugh, V. seka (also, langh at, 
ridicule). 

Lawsuit, n. mulandu {mil,). 

Lay, V. (place, put) wika. Lay 
down, oneka. Lay an egg, kumba 
(senga, nya) Hi, 

Laziness, n. Hbutolo, 

Lazy, a. A lazy person, mukata^ 
mutolo. 

Lead, t. (be first) sanguna, 
tanjila. 

Leader, n. mutanshi {^at,\ 

Leaf, n. liteu {mateu). 

Leak, v. (as roof) loka. 

Lean, a. (slant, slope) sendama^ 
yaniay konkomana. Be lean, koka^ 
kota^ nyanga. 

Leap, V. sotokay uluka. 

Leather, n. chikanda. 

Leave, v. lekay shioy chasha, 
(depart) nyamukay imay enduy 
yinda. Leave off, leka. Leave off 
work, kotoka. Take leave of, lasha. 

Leaven, n. mamena. 

Be Left, v. chala (Jaiay shala), 
shiway shite, lekwa. 

Left hand, n. lumonshoy (direc- 
tion) kulumonsho. 

Leg, n. mwendo (tniendo). 



'Lend, v. apwisha. 

Length, v. iSmlamfu, Lengthen, 
lampay lampya, 

Lenje, n. A L. person, mulenje 
{ibai.), L. dialect, chilenje, L. 
county, Hbulenje, 

Leopard, n. shiluwe (ttask,). 

Leprosy, n. manyansa. 

Less, a. Less than, -nini kuli. 
Be less (fall short, not be enough), 
ckeya, chea. Make less, lessen, 
cheshya. 

Let, V. (allow) lekay lesAya; also, 
let go, let alone. 

Be Level, v. lulamay -luleme, 
olokay 'olokete. 

Liar, n. muibechi. 

Liberal, a. A liberal person, 
muteibeshiy upeshya (v.). 

Liberality, n. lupOy lushaloy 
ibute^eski. 

Lick, V. tnyontay nyanguta. 

Lid, n. chifwekOy (of pot) 
chifuniko. 

Lie, V. onay (tell lies) ibechay 
amba manga. Lie in wait, ibelama. 
Lie on back, salama. Lie on face, 
funama. 

Life, n. (vitality) moyo, iSbumi, 
Come to life again, shishimuka. 

Lift, V. nyamunay yumunay 
suniushay twika, tantika. 

Light, n. Make (give) light, 
munika. Be light (in weight), 
oway leway pua, (in colour) salala, 
tuway fwela, v. (kindle) yasha, 
(by friction) shika. See Fire. 

Lightning, n. liwewe. 

Like, V. temway yanday kondwa, 
langa, a. Be like, koshanay elana, 
conj. angUy iSmliy lim. 

Likeness, n. (picture, image) 
chyua {shyud). 

Limit, n. (boundary) nyinsay 
nisa. 

Line, n. Stand in line, ambana. 

Linger, v. imuka. 

Lion, n. nkalamu. 

Lip, n. mulomo {niil,). 

Listen, v. nyufiva. Listen to, 
suilila. 
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LittU, k, -niniy 'cAe, -ke. Little 
by little, a little, tuchc'tucheykuninu 

Live, V. (dwell) ikala {kala)^ (be 
alive) H moyoy langa. 

Liver, n. chiniy linu 

Iiisard, n. mtUongolo, 

Iioad, n. mukuli {mik.\ mutolo. 
Take up a load, twika^ yumuna. 
Put down a load, tula. See Cany. 
V. (a girn) soka, 

Iiooust, n. katete {tuteie, — of 
quantities, ibatete), 

Iiog, n. chishiko^ 

Iioiter, V. imuka, 

Ijons, a. 'lamfUf -laie. Long ago, 
kale J chindi. A long way, mushinso. 

Look, V. langa, elda, ibona. Look 
at, tdbela^ (examine, survey) lingula, 
sondela. Look for, langa, konka. 
Look about (pry, spy), sompa, n. 
(appearance, face) ibushu. 

Looking-glass, n. chtlola. 

Loose, V. Let loose (unfasten) 
angula, (let go) lekela, (loosen what 
is tight) wambula. Be loose (not 
tight), 'diomba. 

Los 9, V. lufya, (one*s way) luwa, 
shimina. 

Loss, n. lishamo. 

Love, V. yanda, suna. n. ku- 
suna, {n)sunif (mutual) lusunano. 

Low, a. (in height) -fwifwi, 
(down) -a kunshi^ anshi. 

Lower, v. (put, set down) tula, 

Luok, n. (good) cholwe, lishuko, 
(bad) lishamo. 

Be Lucky, v. shuka. 

Lungs, n. mapalapqfkve, pafwa 
(map.). 

Mad, a -shilu. Be msA, Junta, 
-funtite, konya, -konyete. 

Madness, n. (insanity) itushilu, 
(fury) nchinko. 

Maggots, n. mapilat nkonye. 

Maize, n. manchewele, (ear, cob) 
chipopwe. 

Make, v. (construct), panga, 
(mould) itutnba, (invent, devise, 
bring about, create) lenga. Make 
medicines, drugs, &c., panda, paka. 



Male, ft. 'lume, -analume* Male 
animal, ndume, 

Man, n. tnuntu {ibantu), (male) 
mwanalume i^an.)j tnulume (itfal,). 

Many, a. ^ngi, -njl. Be many, 
/ula. How many — , •ongae ? 

Mark, n. lilembo {mal^. 

Market, n. chiulilo. 

Marriage, n. ibukwcUi, Arrange 
marriage for, give in marriage, 
pangila. 

Marry, v. kwata (of man), 
kwatwa, kwatika (of woman). A 
married man, mukwetele. Marry a 
second (additional) YtXit, palikila. 

Marsh, n. Marshy ground, 
maiipa. 

Marvel, n. (wonderful thing) 
lilwesha* 

Mat, n. (of split reeds) pasa^ 
(of plaited grass) tnucheka. 

Matter, n. (affair) cheibo^ kamho, 
mulandu, (pus) mashina. What 
is the matter? wambanshi? (Ans.) 
Nothing at all, tawo chindamba. 

Metd, n, (powdered grain) ttfusu. 

Mealies, n. See Maize. 

Measure, n. (size, quantity) 
chiffio, v. ela, ibala. 

Meat, n. nyama, (piece of) 
tnunane, (lean) munefu. 

Mechanic, n. (skilled workman), 
muya {iboyd). 

Medicine, n. (drug) musamo, 
miyanda, manga, (charm, native 
treatment) ibuloshi, ihufwiti, 
ibuganga. Medicine-man, muloshi 
i^al.), munganga. 

Meet, V. kumana, (assemble) 
yoiboloka, iSmngana, 

Be Melancholy, v. languluka, 
penga, sulama. 

Melt, V. (Neut.) sunguluka, (Act) 
sungulushya. 

Mend, v. lulika, iSbotesha. 

Merchandise, n. makweibo, 
usambasi. 

Merchant, n. musambasi. 

Messenger, n. mutumwa. 

Midday, n. lisikati. 

Middle, n. kati, -usu. with prep. 
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(Ji)akatif kuka/i, mukaii, i.e. in 
(from, to) the middle. 

Midnight, n. ibusiku ibalema. 

Migrate, v. longa. 

Be Mild, v. (temper) ibomba. 

Milk, n. (fresh) makupa^ (sour) 
mandilu v. kama. 

Millet, n. maibo^ . 

Millstone, n. (lower) libwe^ 
(upper) mpelo, 

Mimio, V. iya, fAl. iga^ 

Mind, n. (intelligence) mano^ 
(feelings) moyo. 

Mine, a. -angtu 

Be Miserable, v. sauka^ penga^ 
sulama. 

Miserly, a, A miserly person, 
munyu. 

Miss, V. (fail to hit) insha^ isha, 
n. luinsho. 

Mist, n. shikunku. 

Mistake, n. luinsho. Make mis- 
takes, ibicha^ insha, luwa. 

Mix, V. pindaula^ sankana. 

Moan, V. tenda. 

Mock, V. seka, (mimic) iya^ 

Modesty, n. {n)soni. 

Money, n, ndalama^ rupia 
(shilling). 

, Monkey, n. (various kinds), 
sokwe, ckanga, ? tnpuya. 

Month, Moon, n, mweshi 
(mieshi). 

Moorland, n. Hwesa, 

More, a. Be more than, /<>idb. 

Morning, n. kucha, (early) 
chifumo. In the morning, muniene. 
Next morning, chunsa. 

Mortar, n. (wooden, for pounding 
grain, &c.^ nchili^ chili {shichili^ 
machili)f (mud, plaster) iSmlongo, 

Mosquito, n. kaibuluHbulu, 

Most, a. (more than all) kuyinda 
shonse. 

Mother, n. mama iibam.\ ma 
{ihama^ including some of mother's 
relations). Your mother, noko 
{'dfan,)f his (her) mother, nina 
{.than.). Mother-in-law, mukwe 
{ttfakwe^ relations by marriage). 

Mould, V. (as potter) '^umba* 



Mound, n. kapili. 

Mounts v. tanta. 

Mountain, n^mulundu^chilundu^ 
lupilu 

Mourn, v, lila, Hlila, See 
Lament, 

Mourner, n. mulilishi {ibal,). 

Mourning, n. malilo (s. iimlild). 

Mouth, n. mulomo, kanwa. 

Mouthful, n. (morsel of food 
taken in fingers) mukusu, musunu. 

Move, V. (neut.) enday ya. Move 
house, migrate, longu. 

Much, a. -ngi, -nji. Be much 
(abundant, sufficient) fula^ komena. 
Be too much for (difficult, baffling), 
ala. adv. (greatly) ibunene, anene^ 
kunene^ kunji, ibuttgi. 

Mud, n. matipa. 

Multiply, V. (neut.) kula^ 
komena. 

Murder, n. lijayo, A murderous 
person, murderer, mukoli. 

Muscle, n. mukashi {mik,)^ 
musishi (mis,), 

Musio, n. Musical instruments, 
n^omai kank»wele. 

"NLy, Mine, a. -angu. 



Nail, n. (of finger) lua/a (ma/a), 
(iron) musomarif (wooden) kapopo^ 
lunembe. 

Be Naked, y,fuchiiwa. 

Name, n. Una (mena), v. (call by 
name) wanda. 

Narrow, a. (small) -nini, 'che. 
Be narrow, sankana, tina. 

Nasty, a. -ibiibi. Be nasty, 
ilficha. 

Nation, n. lisuibo (suibo). 

Navel, n. likombo. 

Near, a. -fwifvoi. Draw (come) 
near, sena. Adv. (close, nearly) 
afwifwi. 

Nearness, n. ibufivifwi. 

Neck, n. shingOy iosAi, (nape) 
chikoshi. 

Needle, n. shingano, (native) 
nyenda. 

Nest, n. (of bird) chiswa^ (fowl's, 
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on ground) chifuka, (nndergrotind) 
ckitumba. 

Net, n. (fishing, &c.) kombe 
(tombe). 

New, a. -/fia, -pya. 

News, n. (talk, gossip) makani. 

Next, a. (following). Be next, 
chala, (Then, after that) limwi, 
alimwi, 

Nice, a. -iboiUy -a moyo. Be nice, 
do nicely, '^ota, (please) konda. 
Nicely, ibuibotu^ kawotu, ku moyo. 

Night, n. Hmshiku. To-nieht, 
ibushiku wa sumo. Last night (also, 
to-morrow night), iimshiku wa chilo. 
The dead of night, ibushiku walema. 

Nipple, n. (of breast) nJtolo. 

No, adv. tawo. Say no, kaka. 

Noise, n. liyowelo (may.). Make 
a noise (uproar, disturbiance),>'^ze;^/ti. 

Noon, n. lisikati. 

Noose, n. mufushi {mif.) 

North, n. and adv. (of Lenje 
dbtrict) matwa, kumatwa, 
■ Nose, n. shono. 

Not, adv. te, ta-, shi-, I do not 
^cannot, will not) shishi, shikwe, 
followed by infin. mood. Not to 
come, ktrdfuia kwisa. 

Notice, V. (see) ibona, nyufway 
langa. 

Now, adv. suno^ mpa, lino^ ino, 
wano, kunOt f>f^ onono (on the 
spot), (at this time) che chindi, 
chino chindi, mpeche, mpawo. See 
Here. 

Nurse, v. (a child) lela. 

Observe, v. (notice) ibona, tdfa, 
langa, nyufwa. 

Obstinacy, n. shtndu. 

Obstruct, v. shinkila^ iminina, 
pingila. 

Obstruction, n. (barrier, stop) 
shinko, chishinkilo, (obstinacy) 
shindu. 

Of, prep, -a (with concord- 
prefixes). 

Offend, V. kalashya. 

Offer, V. (present) pa, (cere- 
monially) paya. 



Offering, n. (ceremonial) chi- 
langa^ chipayilo, 

Oil| Ointment, n. mafuta. 
Apply oil, nanika. Oil oneself, 
nana. 

Old, a. 'kuluy 'chembele, -a chindi, 
chindi, -a kale, -nene, (very old) 
'kulu'kulu. Be old, chekula, chcm- 
beta, (worn out) iiruihulika. Old 
times, chindiy kale. An old person, 
muchembele, kcuhembele. 

On, adv., prep, (forward) ku- 
mmbo, (upon, on top of) (J>)ajulu, 
kujulu, &c. 

Once, adv. komwi. At once, 
suno^ chino chindi. 

One, a. -omwe. At one place 
(time), together, antomwe. 

OxUy, a. (alone, by itself), -eka, 
-enka. Adv. ibulyo. 

Open, v. (unstop) shinkula, 
{dioox) jalula, (box) Jwekula, laula, 
(unfold, unroll) futumuna. Be 
open (clear, bare), salcUa. 

Opening, n. (aperture) ibuliango. 

Openly, adv. {p)a menso. 

Oppose, V. (stand up against) 
iminaj iminina. 

Oppress, V. ibichila, tinga, sausha. 

Order, v. (give directions to, 
command) amba^ ambilila, ambi- 
shya, n. Put in order, longela, 
londola^ ibapiba, ibotesha, lulika. 

Other, Another, . a. (similar) 
-mwi, (dififerent) -mbi. 

Our, Ours, a. ^esu. 

Out, adv. Go (come) out, swd. 
Take (put, draw, &c.) out, kusha, 
susha, (e.g. a tooth) sokola, somo- 
nona. Put (go) out, (as fire) shima. 

Outside, n. nsengwe, — usu. with 
prep. {p)ansengwe, kusengwe. Also 
{p)anse, kunse. 

Over, adv. kujulu, ajulu. Cross 
over, salhuka. Be over (more than, 
above), yinda, 
' Overcome, v. konsha,yinda, ala. 

Overlap, v. sumpana. 

Overseer, n. kapitao. Act as o. 
(superintend work), kulumishya. 

Overtake, v. esha. 
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Owner, n. mwine {iheni). 
Ox, n. ng'ombe ( — , shingombe^ 
man^ombe). 



Pacify, v. toniosha. 
Pad, n. (of grass, &c.) (n)kata. 
Pain, n. Cause pain, chisa. Be 
in pain (ill), chiswa. 
Paint, V. Pat on war-paint, tala. 
Palm, n. (of hand) lu^aka 

VtkHi^v, yoya. 

Pardon, v. leka, lekeia. Ask p., 
komba, kambilila. 

Part, n. (piece) chipande, v. 
(divide) ceAa, Part company, 
lekana. 

PUkrting, n. (of roads) mapam- 
banwe, (of company) ktUekana, 
kupansana. 

Party, n. (of people) mulongo. 

Pass, V. (pass on, by, away) 
yinda, (also, pass beyond, excel, 
surpass). (Come to an end^manai 
ela, n. (gorge) mwako. 

Past, a. -a kale, -a chindu Be 
past, ptana, e/a. 

Patch, n. (on rent, hole) M- 
mamtf (of ground) see Oarden. 
Put a patch on, tnamika. 

Path, n. nshila. 

Pay, V. tambika, (tax) sonka, tula, 

Peel,v. Veeloff,yuyula,yupulaf 
pala. 

Peg, n. lipopo (map,), kapopo, 
lunembe. 

Penetrate, v. njila, ngila. 

People, n. ibantu. 

Perceive, v. nyufwa. 

Perhaps, adv. chitd, chitoo, 
sombi, lino. 

Permit, v. Uka, lekeia, 

"PeTaeveTOf v. limba. 

Person, n. munlu {^antu), 
mwana (^and). 

Pestle, n. (pounding-pole) mutn- 
shi iminshi). 

Phlegm, n. (coughed up) likole. 

Pick, v. (pick up), sontola, 
(gather, pluck) ^a/a. 



Piece, n. chipande. In pieces, 
pande-pande. Cut in pieces, chi- 
tnbula. Cut (tear, pull) off a piece, 
sotola. 

Pierce, v. (make a hole) tulula, 
(penetrate) njila. 

Pig, n. nguluwey nguwe. 

Pigeon, n. nkulimba. 

Pile, n. (heap) chifufu, mulwi. 
Pile up (heap together), songa. 

Pincers, n. lumano. 

Pinch, V. (grip) luma. 

Pipe, n. (tobacco, &c.) fwesho^ 
mpoli, ptbakoma, kamunkuli, 
(earthen, of forge) chelwa, (reed) 
litete, (bamboo) Intel e. 

Pit, n. chilindty chilingo, (large, 
pit-fall) mulindi. Pit of the 
stomach, kango. 

Pitcher, n. nongo. 

Pity, n. {n)soni, nkumbu. 

Place, n. ibulo {maid), — esp. of 
sleeiping, resting-place. Place to 
put something in or on, chiibikilo, 
V. ibika, ikalika. 

Plait, V. osa. One who plaits, 
moseshi (ibos.). 

Plant, V. (seed in holes) skanga, 
shika, (scatter seed) minsa. 

Plantation, n. munda {miu.), 
(small) konda (Junda), 

Plaster, v. (wall of hut) mata^ 
masa, (final coat) shingulay shiibu- 
Itday n. (clay, mud) ibuloftgo, 

Tlajy V. (as chiidren) fukana. 

Please, y. konda, ibotela, sekesha. 
Be pleased, kondwa, temwa, seka, 
kula, sang^ahva* 

Plenty, n. itntngi, (of food) 
tbuala. Be plentiful, /wi^. 

Pluck, V. (flowers, fruit, &c.) 
ckeldf yapay (a fowl) nokola. 

Pocket, n." (n)komwe. 

Point, n. (sharp) miilomoy (tip, 
end) chelo, v. Point with finger, 
point at, tondeka, (make pointed) 
wesa. 

Poison, n. (used in ordeals) 
tmvashi, (drug) ibanga. 

Poke, V. chokoltty tunka, chomiya, 

Pole, n. (in general) chisamo, (of 
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roof) Hsonde, (for pounding) muin- 
shiy (for carrying load) mutembo 
{mit,). 

Polish, V. (by robbing) kutula. 

Be Polite to, v. lemiya. 

Pond, Pool, n. iishiwa. 

Poor, a. (destitute) -kandu. (In 
quality) be of poor quality, pua^ 
-puite, uwa, A poor (common) 
man, muchete, 

Porcapine, n. nungu {Hban.)^ 

Porridge, n. nshima. 

Possess, V. chiie. Have posses- 
sions, ibilayfuwa. 

Possessions, n. ibwAoni^ibwdiiH, 
malt. 

Possessor, n. mwtne (i^ffte). 

Possibly, adv. chUoo, sombi, 
line. 

Post, n. chisamo. 

Pot, n. See Vessel, OooTcing- 
pot. 

Potato, n. kandolOy chimbwaski. 

Potsherd, n. chikai. 

Potter, n. muihunshi. 

Pouch, n. {n)komwe. 

Pound, V. (grain in mortar) twa, 
(with a stone) kunka (Jibwe), 

Pour, V. ittilula, tila^ (away) 
pukula, 

T^Qim&t^ n. ibukulu, Hbunene, 
(strength) ngusu, 

Powerftil, a. -lemu, -kulu, -nene. 
Be powerful, (as chief) lema, 
puka. 

Praise, v. lumba. 

Pray, v. lomba. See Beg. 

Be Pregnant, v. imUa, 

Prepare, v. teya^ lulika, ibamba^ 
yala. 

Presence, n. In presence of, 
(/)a menso a. 

Present, v. (give) /«, (make 
presents, give freely) teibeta. 

Press, V. limba, (press tight) 
shindaila, shindika^ (press together) 
songa. 

Pretty, a. -ibotu^ -ine^ 

Pride, n. nkwela. 

Prisoner, n. (of war) nkole 
(^an.)^ 



Probably, adv. (perhaps) sombi, 

lino, chitd. 
Procure, v. ula, tola. 
Profit, n. Get profit, shuka. , 
Project, v. sumpana. 
Promise, v. shoma, shamya. 
Pronounce, v, (say clearly) am» 

bishya, 
VTopt V. Prop on, cause to rest 

on, yamika. 
Property, n. ibuiboni, ihuiHli^ 

chuma, mali. 
Prosperity, n. cholwe, lishuko. 
Protect, V. funa^ sunga, linda^ 

iminina. 
Protector, n. mufunishi. 
Be Proud, v. chita nkwela^ 

lieiba. 
Provisions, n. chakulya, shilyo. 
Provoke, v. ibililisha, kalalisha. 
Pry, V. sompa. 
Puddle, n. kanshiy kenshi {twin" 

ski). 
Pull, V. Jkvela, 

Pumpkin, n. mung^ (miungu). 
Be Pure, v. (clean, white) tuwa. 
Purpose, n. moyo, mano. 
Pursue, V. konka, toibela. 
Pursuit, n. (following) mukon-' 

kelo. 

Push, y,funtula, shindika. 
Put, V. ibika, ikalika. Put out, 

kusha, (extinguish) shima. Put to- 
gether (apply, stick on), lamika^ 
Putrefy, V. ibola. 
Python, n. satu. 

Quantity, n. ibungi. 

Quarrel, v, Iwa, n. liilwo 
{nialuo). 

Quarrelsome, a. A quarrelsome 
person, musuwa {ibas.). 

Quarrelsomeness, n. lutushi, 
ibusuwa. 

Question, v. ipmha^ (closely) 
ipushisha. 

Quickly, adv. wangu, (of run* 
ning) luihilo. 

Quiet, a. Be quiet (still, calm), 
tontola, umuna, ihomba^ Become 
(be) quiet, atamina,, 
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Babbit, n. sulwe {ibas^, 

Bafter, n. lisonde, 

Bage, n. ibukaliy nchinko. 

Bain, Vi,fula^ milochty (drizzling) 
chinyanya. The rains, rainy season, 
mainsaj mensa. First rains, muse- 
muna, v. loka, nya, 

Bainbow, n. kongoio, 

Baise, v. (lift) nyamuna, yu- 
munat fumpula, st4nfuska, tantika, 

Bansom, v. Iwdmla. 

Be Bare, v. cheya, (hard to get) 
ala. 

Bat, n. (house) koswe)^ field) 
mbewa, fuko. 

Bavage, v. shima, shimaula, 

Bavine, n. chisengu^ mwako, 

Baw, a. 'Wisi, Be raw f/uiBa» 

Bazor, n. ^mo {iumd). 

Beach, y. (arrive) skika. 

Bead, v. ibala (count). 

Beady, a. Put (get) ready, 
teya^ yala, 

Beal, a. -ine. Really, chinet 
kwine. 

Bear, v. (a child) lela, 

Beason, n. (intellect) mano 
(cause, argument) che'dtOi kambo. 
By reason of, ckeibo cha^ kanibo ka. 
The reason is, che'ibo chakwe. For 
what reason, cheitonshi? 

Bebuke, v. kansa, 

Beoeive, v. tatnbila, tambula, 

Beoent, a. -pia^ -pya. 

Beckon, v. ibala, 

Becognize, v. kumbuka, ishiwa. 

Becover, v. (get back) ihosha, 
wosheshaj (get well) ituka, (buy 
back) lulbula. 

Be Bed,v. kashika^ fwela (bright 
hue), 'fwete. 

Bedeem, v. luHbula, 

Beduce, v. (make less) cheshya, 

Beed, n. litete^ liibu, 

Beed-buok, n. naluvwi {iban^, 

Befuse, v. kaha^ (what is due) 
ima, 

Beject, V. (throw away) sowa^ 
(have nothing to do with) takatila, 

Bejoioe, v. sangalawa^ seka^ 
kondwa. 



Belate, y. shimika, sumunishya* 

Belease, v. angula^ Ukela. 

Believe, v. (pain, grief) ioniosha. 

Belish, n. (anything eaten with 
porridge), ibuchisa^ e.g. munane^ 
chinane (meat), mwinyu (salt). Use 
as relish, eat with a relish, ibertga. 
Eat without relish, plain porridge. 



Bemain, v. (t)kala, shite^ chala 
{shala, Jala), 

Bemember, v. kumhuka. 

Bemove, v. tola^ ynmuna^ kusha. 

Bepair, v. ibotesha^ ihamba, 
lulika. 

Bepeat, v. (do again) ihosha^ 
iboshesha, 

Beply, V. kumbula, 

Beport, V. Make a report, shi- 
mika. Report to, (inform) luita. 

Beprove, v. kansa. 

Bequest, v. lomba, 

Bescue, v. (redeem) Iwdmla, 
(save) pulusha, 

Besist, V. iminina. 

Be Besolute, v. litnba. 

Bespeot, v. Show respect to, 
Umiya. 

Best, v. ocheSha, linsha^pumuna, 
(lie down) ona^ (put down load) 
tula^ (leave work) kotoka. Rest on 
(e. g. elbow, xtf^int) jyamajyamina, 
MaJe rest on, yamika. 

Bestore, v. (repay, return) iJbosha^ 
iboshesha. 

Betraot, v. (a statement) ambu- 
lula, 

Betum, V. ihola, iboola, (Act.) 
ibosha, iboshesha, 

Beverenoe, n. ibulemu. 

Bevive, v. (neut.) shishimuka, 

Bhinooeros, n. chipembeU 
{ibach.y 

Bib, n. luwafu (mbafu). 

Bice, n. mpunga. 

Bioh, a. -sambashi. Be rich, 
ibila, fuwUf sambala. 

Biohes, n. ibuibonij ibuibilif 
chuma, malt, usambashi. 

Bight, a. -ibotUy -ine. In the 
right way, rightly, ibuibotu, kaibotu. 
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*Do (be) right, ibota, Pat (set) 
right, see Arrange, Settle. Right 
hand, lulio, (direction) kululyo. 

Rind, n. chtkanda, 

Bing, n. Hpete, mpete^ pete, v. 
ring (a bell), lishya. 

Be Bipe, v. pia, 

Bise, y. (ascend, mount np^ 
iantOy {pi sun) swa^ tula', (of river) 
tula. 

Biver, n. mulonga {mil,), nika. 

Bead, n. nshila, mukwakwa 
{mik,). 

Bean, n. (antelope) pelenibe 
iibap.). 

Boar, V. lulurna. n. Hlulumo, 

Boast, V. yoka. 

Bock, n. lihwe (mabwe), tnwala 
itnialot). 

Boll, V. Roll up, funga, peta. 
Roll round, shingulusha, 

Boof, n. chilulu 

Boot, n. muyanda {miy,). 

Bope, n. (bark) loshi{ngoshi)y loye. 

Bot, V. Become rotten (decom- 
posed, putrid) ibola^funda. 

Bound, a. Be (bent, circular) 
round, petama, -peteme. Put round, 
shingilila, pumbaila. Be around, 
go round, shinguluka. Tum (make 
go) round, shinguluskya. Have 
all round (on all sides, be sur- 
rounded, immersed, dressed in), 
timbana. 

Bouse, V. Be roused, (from 
sleep) iJbuka, (excited) luta. 

Bow, n. Be in a row (side by 
side), ambana, yala. 

Bub, V. showay shua. Rub 
smooth (polish), kuiula. Rub soft, 
nyuka, 

Bubber, n. (india-rubber) mpila. 

Bubbish, n. (sweepings, dirt) 
chitipa {shit,)f (trees, branches, &c.), 
chiiJbiibi. 

Be Bude, v. choiJbola, nyansha, 
sampaula. 

Bumble, v. luluma, n. lufumo, 
Hlulumo, 

Bun, V. chicha, chija, enda lu- 
ibilo, eftdeshya. 



Bunning, n. and adv. lutbilo. 

Bush, V. Go (fell, pour) with 
a rush, polomoka, (rush oflf, away) 
•dmndamuka, (go quickly) endeskya. 



Sable, n. (antelope) luengo 
{ibal,). 

Be Sad, v. penga, (hang the 
head) sulama, uwa, umuna. 

Safe, a. (sound, whole) -umi. 
See Save. 

Safety, n. (soundness) ibumi. 

Sale, n. Articles for sale, ma" 
kweibo (sing, luk^. 

Salt, n. munyUy mwinyu. 

Salute, V. (greet one another) 
ambanaj (approach humbly) kambi" 
lila. See Greet. 

Same, a. The same, like, chomwi. 

Sand, n. musenga, 

Satohel, n. {n)komwe ( — \ 

Satisfy-, V. konda, kutishya. Be 
satisfied, kuta, kondwa, temwa. 

Sauce, n. musushi. 

Savage, a. -kali. 

Save, y,funayfumbula,pulushya. 
Be saved, safe, puluka. 

Say, V. amba, tL 

Sa^^ng, n. mwambo (mta.), cheibo 
{sheiho\ kambo {twambd). 

Scale, n. (of fish, &c.)> liamba 
{mamba). 

Scar, n. muiifata. 

Scarce, a. Be scarce, cheya, ala. 

Scatter, v. mwaya^ (neut.) mwa- 
yika, rnweta. 

Scold, V. ^ansa. 

Scorch, V. lungula. 

Scorn, V. (make light of) uwaula, 
uwiya. 

Scrape, v. kumba^pala. Scrape 
oflf {gt2a£) yupula. Scrape up (out), 
fukula,fukululaj lapula. 

Scratch, v. (to \i\n^fwanda, (for 
relief) kwanya. 

Search for, v. konka^ langa, londa^ 
sondelaj (examine) eibela, n. mu' 
konkelo. 

Season, n. Seasons of the year : 
Spring, Mlimo, i.e. hoeing-time, 
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after cold season and before the 
rains (mainsa, mensd). Cold season, 
mpeyo. Beginning of rains, muse- 
muna. 

Season, y. lunga^ (nse as relishj 



Seasoning, n. (anything eaten as 
relish with porridge) ituchisa. 

Seat, n. (stool) chiuna, chuna* 

Second, a. -a kawili. 

See, y. ibonay ed/a. 

Seed, n. tnbuto. 

Seize, y^jata^ wesa^ fukatilaf fu- 
mbcUilay landa, (take by force, steal) 
nyanga^ nyaya, sompola. 

Select, y. sola, nonuma. 

Self, a. 'ine, I myself, nemwine. 
By oneself (alone), -^/f^. Reflexive, 
with yerbs, -/«-. 

Selflsb, a. A selfish person^ 
munyu {iJbonyti), 

Selfishness, n. ibunyu. 

Sell, y. sunsha, eshut ulisha. 

Send, y. (a person) tuma. Send 
away, kusha, susAa, tanda. 

Sense, n. (intelligence) mano. 

Separate, y. (go different ways) 
lekcmay pasana^ pambana, (be scat- 
tered) mwayika, (part, divide) pa- 
mbanay (come apart) pambuka. 

Servant, n. mutumwat mutU' 
mishi. 

Set, y. (place, put) ibika, kalika, 
(p{sxm)pt7ay unka. Setup (upright), 
itnika. Set a trap, Uya, 

Settle, y. (decide a case) sesa, 
kombolola^ (arrange) longela, londola^ 
ihambay ^otesha. Settle down (be- 
come quiet, as wind, water) atamina^ 
umunina. 

Severe, a. 'kali. Be severe, kd' 
lala. 

Severity, n. ibukali. 

Sew, v. sona, tima^ tunga. 

Shade, Shadow, n. chimfulu 

Shake,y. (Act.) sukaypukumuna, 
yuya, (Neut) tutuma^ kankama. 
Shake out (clothes, &c.), kutumuna. 

Shame, n. {n)soni. 

Share, v. (with) atbt/a, (together) 
atlbana. 



Be Sharp, v. (cutting) kola^ (to 
taste) /«/«, (clever) chenjela. 

Sharpen, v. (metal) nona, (wood) 
we^a. 

Shaving, n. kapambasha (Jup.)» 

She, pron. we^Oy we. 

Sheathe, n. (of knife, &c.) chifuo. 

Shed, n. (shelter-hut, of branches 
and leaves) mutanda {mil.), nsama. 

Sheep, n. mbeleU, 

Shell, n. (outer covering) chi- 
kandUy chifuniko ; (marine, used as 
ornament J lipande {tnap.). v. (re- 
move shell, husk)^«/a. 

Shelter, n. chishiso, chiyuibo* 
Take shelter, ^x^a. 

Shepherd, n. shimbelele. 

Shin, n. muini {miini). 

Shine, v. (be bright, as sun) iJbala, 
(white) tuway (glitter) i!>eka. 

Shiver, v. yuya, lultitna. 

Shoe, n. (European) supalo. 

Shoot, v. (fire a gun) lishva futi, 
(an arrow) wala mufwiy (hit) yasa, 
(kill) Jaya, Go shooting, yinda ku- 
jaya nyama. 

Shop, n. chiulilo. 

Short, a. -fwifwi. Be short, 
fwimpa. Make short., fijuimpy a. 

Shortness, n. ibufwifwi. 

Shoulder, n. chifushi, lifushi. 

Shout, V. ama, iuwa, kanka, lila, 
(loudly) amishay kuwaila^ (noisily) 
yowela, n. (shouting, uproar) li- 
yowelo. 

Show, v. lanshya, laula, (inform 
about, explain to) luila, (point at) 
iondeka, (display feeling) chila, e. g. 
chita soni, look ashamed. . 

Shower, n. (light rain) milochi, 
chinyanya. 

Shut, v. (as eyes, box, 8ic.)fweka, 
(door) Jala, (close passage, hole) 
shinka, shinkiia. 

Sick, a. See 111, Vomit. 

Sickness, n. ihulwashi^ 

Side, n. (near, far) itala, lala. 
Usually in adv. kulala, {p)eiala, on 
the far side, beyond. Side (position), 
luwali. On all sides, mbali shyonse. 
Side of body, luwafu* 
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Sift, V. (by tossing) pekaula, 
pupulusha. 

Sight, n. Come in sight, -^one- 
ka, tuntuka, pola. 

Be Silent, v. (still, calm) umuna. 

Be Silly, v, pusha, funda-punda. 
A silly fool, muluya. 

Since, conj., prp. (from the time 
of) kuswdf (inasmuch as) ibu. 

Sing, V. imba. 

Single, a. -omwiy -enka. 

Sink, V. (under water) katama^ 
pila^ (subside, settle down) umuna. 

Sir, n. (title in respectful address) 
mwame^ ibana. 

Sit, V. ikala {kald), (down) ikala 
anshi, (on ground) ikalishya. 

Size, n. chimOy (bigness) iSbunene. 
' Skewer, n. chitungiio. Put on 
skewer, iunga. 

Skill, n. manOj ibuya. 

Skin, n. mpaya ( — ), chikanda^ 
Hkanda^ (worn as dress) chipaya, 
V. funda^ fttndula. 

Sky, n. {i)julu, kttjulu. 

Slack, a. Be slack, ihomha. 

Slander, v. iJbecha^ ibeja. 

Slanderer, n. muweshi, mu- 
iSbechu 

Slant, V. konkomana, sendama. 

Slaughter, n. HJayo, \.jaya. 

Slave, n. tnusha {ibaskd). 

Slavery, n. •dn4sha. 

Sleep, V. onoj ona tulo. Want 
to sleep, be sleepy, shinshiwata^ 
shinshila. n. tulo. 

Sleeping-place, n. iJbulo^ chona^ 
kona. 

Slide, Slip, v. teshimuka. Be 
slippery, teshima. 

Slowly, adv. (by degrees) tuche- 
iuche, kunini. Go slowly, enda 
katende. 

Small, a. -«?*«/, 'Che, 'ke. Be 
(too) small, cheya, 

Smallness, n. i&umm, ibuche. 

Small-pox, n. iJbunono, 

Smell, V. (have a bad smell) 
nunka^ (scent game) nunsha. 

Smile, V. seka. 

Smith, n. mufushi {itaf.). Work 



as smith, fula. Smithy, smith's 
work, chifulilo. 

Smoke, v. (tobacco, 8cc)fwewa. 
n. ibushi. 

Smooth, a. Be made smooth 
(e.g. by planing) pampamana. 
Make smooth, pampatnika. See 
Flat, Iievel. 

Snake, n. {n)sokaf ckisoka. 

Snare, n. koshi {toshi). See 
Trap. 

Sneeze, v. tiamuka. 

Snore, v. koloma, n. munko- 
nono. 

Snow, n. mamba a Lesa. 

So, conj. iifUj Ttfo, pibu, mboibo. 
That is so, just so, mbuivo. So and 
so (person unnamed), ndaiJba^ 

Soak, V. suika. 

Be Soft, V. ijbomba. Soft part, 
crumb (of bread), chiiSbombu, 

Soil, n. lilawa, ibulongo^ museye, 
(loose, sandy) lukungu, lusuko. 

Sole, a. -enka, -omwi. n. (of 
foot) tnukati {mwa mwendd). 

Son, n. mwana {^and). Son- 
in-law (relation by marriage), muk- 
we {iJbakwe\ 

Song, n. luitnbo (nyimbd), 
chimbo. 

Soon, adv. (at once) suno, linOy 
(presently) suno^ kumbi, afwifwi. 

Soot, n. {n)shishi. 

Sore, n. chilonda. 

Sorghum, n. maila^ mela. 

Sorrow, n. lipensho. Be sorrow- 
ful, penga^ u%va, umuna. 

Be Sorry, v. penga. 

Sort, n. Ocind) mukumo. What 
sort of, -nshu Of a different sort, 
-mbi. 

Soul, n. mushimu {mish.\ 

Sound, n. liswi, lishiwi^ HHIo. 
V. Make (give) a sound, lila, a. 
(whole, well) -umi. Be sound, ^«wa. 

Soup, n. musushi {mis.). 

Be Sour, v. sasa. 

South, n. (of Lenje district) 
malenje^ kumalenje. 

Sow, V. (broadcast) minsa^ 
(plant) shanga^ shika. 
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Speak, V. amba, S. loudly, 
ambishya, S. to each other, am- 
banat kanana. 

Spear, n. Hsumo, (large, heavy) 
litempo, (for fish) mondo, v. swaya. 

Speech, n. kuamba^ liswiy (utter- 
ance, expression) chambo {shambo\ 
mwambo, kambo, (language, dialect) 
mulaka. 

Spell, n. Put a spell on, Iowa. 
Remove a spell, lowolola. 

Spider, n. Spider's bag or 
pouch, namundek. 

Spill, V. iila. Be spilt, tika» 

Spirit, n. (immaterial) mushimu 
{niish.). 

Spit, V. shipa moUe. n. (skewer) 
chitungilo. 

Spittle, n. mate (s. lute\ 

Split, V. pasula, Nt. pasuka. 

Spoon, n. mulishyoy (ladle) 
mwiko. 

Spoor, n. (trail) mukondo. 

Spot, n. (of colour) liwala 
(maw^. Having spots (spotted, 
speckled), -a mawaia. 

Spread, v. Be spread out, 
(sprawl) tandawala, (laid out) tan- 
dawika^ (extended) salatna^ (scatter 
about) mwaya. 

Spring, V. (leap) sot oka, uluka, 
(rise) tula. 

Sprout, V. (grow) mena. 

Spy, V. sonipa^ eibeia, sondela. 

Squat, V. (on heels) sontatfta, 
(on ground) ikalisha. 

Squeeze, V. kamafkamuna^sunsa. 

Stab, V. swaya. 

Stagger, ▼. lesela. 

Stalk, n. li'Aua. 

Stammering, n. (impediment in 
speech) chilaka. One who stammers 
or stutters, shikalaka. 

Stamp on, v. lyata, (knead with 
feet) kanda^ ioiheta. 

Stand, v. (up, erect, still) ima. 
Make stand, imika. 

Star, n. nyenyeshi ( — ). 

Start, V. (make a start, depart) 
ima. Start up, shishimuka,pundtika. 

Stature, n. chimo* 



Stay, V. ikala {kaia), shite, chala 
(jala^ shala)» 

Steal, V. ba, iba, ipa, (with 
violence) nyanga, nyaya. 

Steam, n. ibushi (smoke). 
Be Steep, v. imikana. 

Stick, n. lusakOf chisako, kasako^ 
(of raw hide) chikoti, v. (be sticky) 
kakatila. 

Be Still, V. umuna^ tontola. 

Sting, n. Iwdfola {fnbola). 

Stink, V. nunka. 

Stir, V. (stir about, round) kowa, 
ponda (porridge), kumba (beer). 

Stockade, n. lilinga. 

Stomach, n. lifumo. 

Stone, n. libwe {ptabwe); also 
chibwe, kabwe^ lubwe. 

Stool, n. cAiuna, chuna. 

Stop, V. (stand still) ima, (on 
march, halt, rest) tula, pumuna, 
(stay, remain) chala, shite, (cease 
from, leave off) leka, shia. 

Stop, Stop up, (obstruct) shi- 
nka, shinkila, iminina. 

Stopper, n. chishinsho. 

Store, Storehouse, n. (for 
grain) ibutala. 

Story, n. kalaijui. Tell a story, 
shimikay sumunishya. 

Stout, a. -nene^ -kuluy kando. 

Straight, a. -loshi. Be straight, 
oloka, lulama. Make straight, olola, 
lulika. 

Strain, v. (filter) sansa. 

Stranger, n. mwensu {ibensu). 

Strangle, v. shina. 

Stray, v. shimina^ luwa. 

Stream, n. kalonf^a, kanika, 
(current) tnukuku. 

Strength, n. (of body, &c.) 
nkusu. 

Stretch, v. (draw tight) tintika, 
wamba^ (stretch oneself liolola. Be 
stretched out, tandaiJbika, 

Strike, v. uma. See Beat; 
(wound) yasa. 

String, n. mwando. 

Strip off, V. (bark, skin, &c.) 
funda, fundula, sukula^ yuyula, 
tatula. 
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Be Strong, y. konsha, (to taste) 
luia. 

Struggle, y. Iwa^ lua. n. lulwo 
{inaluo). 

Stump, n. (of tree) chishiku 

Be Stupid, y. pusha^ punda- 
punda. 

Subject, n. (of a chief) muchete 
{ibach.), (thing spoken of) chdbo^ 
kambOi mulandu. 

Submit, y. (surrender, ask 
quarter) kotnba^ kambilila. 

Subside, y. utnuna. 

Succeed, y. (prosper) shuka. 

Success, n. cholwe, lishuko. 

Suck, V. (the breast) yamwa. 
Cause to suck, sockle, yamwisha. 

Sugar-cane, n. tnusale {mis^\ 

Suit, y. (fit, be good for) ibotela. 

Summon, y. ita^ tamba, oneka, 

Qun, n. lisua\ also, sunlight 
Sunshine, (warmth) lumwi. 

Superintend, y. ku/umishya, 
iboteshya. 

Surpass, y. yinda. 

Surprise, y. Iweska. n. (a sur- 
prising thing) lilwesha. 

Surround, y. (Neut.) shtnguluka, 
(Act.) shingulushyay shingili/a. 

Swagger, v. semba. 

Swallow, y. mina. 

Sweat, n. litukuta {mat!)^ kasalo. 

Sweep, y. pyanga^ pyela. 

Sweetness, n. (sweet taste) muse^ 
(pleasant to senses) ibuntu. 

Swell, y. shimba^ (rise and fall) 
unia. 

Swim, y. samba* 

Swing, V. (Neut.) lela. 



Tail, n. muchila^ (of bird) chiyeye. 
Take, v. (convey, cany), yumuna, 
tola^ (receive) tambila, iambula, (in 
hand) jafa, (o/a. Take away (seize, 
steal), nyanga, yf^^y^i (remove) 
tolay iusAa, ula. Take out, kuska, 
.Tuska, (grain from store) ijbansa. 
Take hold of, jata, tvesa, landa. 

Talk, V. amba, (converse) am- 
bana, ambaula, kanana^ shimika 



makanit shimuna, sontomoka, n. . 
makani. 

Tall, a. 'lamfUf -nene. 

Taste, y. sola, solela. 

Be Tasteless, y. lunguka, lun- 
gula. 

Tattoo, y. Umbo, tatula. 

Tax, n. sonko ( — ), rmisonko 
{mis,), Vaj tax, sonka, tula. 

Teach, v. fundisha, sambisha, 
ambilila, langisha, (train) enshya. 

Teacher, n. mufundishi, musam- 
bishi, muibulishi. 

Tear, y.kwamuna,pasula, tatula, 
n. (of eye) musoshi (niis,). 

Teat, n. nkolo. 

Tell, y. (give an account, state) 
amba, shimiJka, (inform) luita, am* 
bila. Tell at length, fvMy, pilulula, 
yindilila. 

Temple, n. (of head) kapowe. 

Ten, n. likumi^ kumi {mak^. 

Tender, a. Be tender (soft), 
ibomba. 

Tendon, n. (of heel, wrist) mu- 
sishi {mis^. 

TeTTify, y,yo5ha. 

Test, y. ela, esha. 

Than, conj. (more) than, (less) 
than, kuli. More than, kuyinda. 

Thank, v. lumba^ lumbila. 

That, pron., a. (person) uno, 
ulya, ngulya, ngoyo. conj. (saying 
that) ai, (in that, because) anga. 

Thatch, n. (grass) wisu, mesu. 
Put on thatch, fumba. Take off 
thatch, fumuna. 

Theft, n. kuba, kuipa, Hbuipi, 

Their, Theirs, a: -aiJbo, 

Then, conj., adv. (at that time) 
ilyo, ku, mu, It, (next) limwi, 
alimwiy (connective) kwambai, at, 
(just then) mbombo, nde^ nke^ nko, 
nku, peche. 

There, adv. ku^ mu, {p)a, kuno, 
kulya, uko, umo, nku, nko. 

They, pron. ibe^ ibaiho, ibo. 

Thick, a. -nene. 

Thicket, n. chisdka. 

Thickness, n. iJbuamba, ibunene^ 

Thief, n. mwifi {ibeji), mwipu 
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Thigh, n. Kweko, 

Thin, a. -nini^ -che. Be thin 
(emaciated) koka, kota, nyanga, 

Thingi n. chintu, (small) kantu. 

Think, Y, jfgya f /ang-a/u^a. Think 
about, have in mind, kumbuka, 
(brood over) sukama, I think so 
(I daresay, possibly) lino^ sombi, 
chits. 

Thirsty n. ttyotwa, chilaka 
(parched tongue). 

This, pron. (person) ngu, ngoyo, 
uyu, uyo. 

Thorn, n. mumfwa, mufwa 
{mif.). 

Thought, n. (thoughtfulness, 
care) nkumbu. 

Thread, n. (cotton) tjbutonju 
V. (needle, beads) tunga. 

Three, a. -otatwe, -tatu. 

Threshold, n. chidbumbilo. 

Throat, n. (internal) muli'dfu, 
muminOy (external) koshi, shingo. 

Throb, V. luta, tutuma. 

Throttle, v. shina. 

Throw, V. wala,fusha. Throw 
away, sawa. Throw about (scatter), 
mwaya. 

Thrust, y,funtula, shindika. 

Thumb, n. chikumo (also, great 
toe). 

Thunder, n. lesa (also, God), 
lUulumo, y. luluma. 

Thus, adv. ihu, ptbuy mbwdfUy 
mboiJbo, nM, ttfo, iJboiho, 

Thwart, v. (puzzle, be too much 
for) ala, {ohsiTVicX)shinkila,pingila. 

Tie, V. angay sunga, (a knot) 
fundikila. 

Tight, a. Be tight (small, 
narrow, confined) tinay sankana, 
(tight-drawn) iintika. Hold tight 

f squeeze, strain), tinga. Draw 
stretch) tight, tinta, wamba. 
Till, ITntil, conj., prep, kushika. 
Time, n. chindi^chtindiijhindi), 
usually of past time. At times, 
chindi chiftdi, kawili kawilu Old 
times, kale^ chindi. At what time ? 
lili? lisuacUi? 
Be Timid, v. yowa. 



Tip, n. (end) chelo, (point) mu" 
lomo. 

Tire, v. chima, kaiasha, lemya. 
Be tired, chimwa, katala, ibomba^ 
kopoka, hma. 

To, prep, ku^ tnut (^p^a, kushika. 

Tobacco, n.fwaka. 

To-day, adv. suno, nshiku ino. 

Toe, n. kakumo (also, paw, claw), 
chondo. Big toe, chikumo. Walk 
on the toes, nanga. Rise on tip- 
toe, suniuka. 

Together, adv. (in one place) 
{p)omwet antomwe. Join together, 
nunga. Gather together (meet), 
•dbungana^yoiboloka. Heap together, 
songa. 

To-morrow, n. chilo, chiilo (also, 
yesterday). Day after to-morrow, 
isona. 

Tongs, n. lumano. 

Tongue, n. lulimi, muiaka. 

Tooth, n. lino {meno)^ (molar) 
chaiSbanda, Chip front teeth, ibanga. 

Top, n. /«/«, usu. with prep. 
{p)ajulUt kujulut &c., i.e. on the 
top. To (at) the top (tip, end) 
alale, (Lid, cover) chifweko, chifu- 
niko. 

Torture, v. chisa tjbunene^ cki- 
sisha. 

Toss, V. waia. 

Totter, V. (stagger, reel) /esela. 

Touch, a. (with finger) tinta, 
T. each other, ambana. 

Be Tough, V. yuma. 

Town, n. mushi (mishi), 

Traok, n. (path) nshi/a, (trail) 
mukondOf (of thing dragged) mu- 
ku/a. 

Trade, v. sambala, n. iSbusam- 
bashi. Articles of trade, makweiho. 

Trader, n. musambcuhi (itfos,). 

Trample, v. /yata, (clay) kanda, 
ioibeta. 

Trap, n. Various kinds are: 
(fish) mono, (falling) chifu, muliiba^ 
(noose and spring) mupeto, koshi 
(tosht), v. feycu 

Travel, Travelling, n. luendo» 
V. {y)enda» 
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Traveller, n. mwensu {vbensu). 

Be Treacherotifly v. ibecha. 

Tread on, v. lyata. 

Tree, n. chisamo {shis.\ (large) 
musamo (mis,). 

Tremble, v. tuiumay kankama^ 
yuya. 

Trench, n. chilindit munkomba* 

Trespass, y. soioka (cross boun- 
dary). 

Trial, n. (legal) tnulandu. 

Tribe, n. lusuibo {suibo), (clan) 
mukowa. 

Tribute, n. (to chief) mutolo. 
Pay tribute, tula. See Tax. 

Trick, n. liUU {pta/,). Play tricks, 
chenjela. 

Trouble, v. (be difficult to) lema, 
ala^ (annoy) katasha^ pengesha^ It- 
miya, n. lipensho. 

True, a. -/«^, ^ibotu. 

Truly, adv. chine^ kaibotu^ iSbU' 
wotu. 

Trunk, n. (of elephant) tnumpa 
{niiumpd), mwango {miango). 

Trustworthy, a. "loshif -luleme 
(v.), 'ibotu. 

Truth, n. ibuibotu^ ibuine. 

Try, V. (test, endeavour) ela^ esha. 

Tumble, v. (fall) wa^ loka. 

Turn, V. (change position, state) 
sandula^ sangula. Turn aside, pi- 
nuka. Turn inside aoiifuiula. 

Tusk, n. (of elephant) luicha 
{nucha). 

Twenty, n. makumi owilo. 

Twice, adv. kawili^ tuimlL 

Twins, n. (boy and girl) mapasa, 
(two girls) tnapundu. 

Twist, V. nyona^pota. 

Two, a. 'OwilOy 'Wilu 



Udder, n. liweU, 

Ugly, a. -iJbiiJbi. 

Ulcer, n. chilonda. 

Uncover, v. fununa^ fumbula^ 
fwekula. 

Under, adv., prp. {p)ansi {a), 
kunsi. 

Understand, v. ishiwa, nyufwa. 



Undertake, v. (promise) shoma^ 
shomyat sumina. 

Undo, V. angula. 

Undress, ^,fwula. 

Unfasten, v. angula^ (unbar) pi" 
ngulula. 

Unpack, v. hngohla, (untie) 
angula. 

Unripe, a. -mf/. £e unripe, 
fuiba* 

Unselfishness, n. lushalo. 

Be Untrustworthy, v. minatna^ 
•mineme. 

Up, Upon, adv., prep. {p)ajulu 
{pa, ya)y kujulu, mujulu. Go 
(dimb, come, mount) up, tanta. 
Raise (put, set) up, tantika. 

Upper, a. -a kujulu. Upper part, 
julu, kujulu. 

Uproar, n. liyowelo. Make an 
uproar, ^<ww^/flf. 

Urine, n. mikoso (plur.). 

Use, V. (as agent, tool), tuma. 

Be Used to, v. ishiwila. 

Be Useful, v. ibota. 

Vanity, n. nkwela. 

Vein, n. lushinga. 

Verandah, n. (covered space 
round house) mukushi {mik.). 

Very, a. -ecAe, -eki, -ine, Peche, 
at the very time (place), then, at once. 
Ngweche, (it is) the very man. 

Vessel, n. (earthenware) nongo, 
Iw&ia, chrdfia, (large, for beer) mu- 
lili {mil.). 

Vex, v. katashya, kambula, sauila, 
pengeshya. 

Village, n. mushi {mishi), kashi. 
Inhabitant of a village, villager, shi- 
mushi {ttfash,). 

Violence, n. (fury, outrage) 
nchinko, (force) ngusu. 

Be Visible, v. ibotteka. 

Voice, n. lishiwi. 

Vomit, V. luka. Make vomit, 
lusha. 

Vulture, n. likuibi. 

"Wag, V. suka. 
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"Wait, V. Undo, ima, ikala. Lie 
in wait, ibelama. 

"Wake, V. ibuka, (Act.) ihushay 
(suddenly, with a start) punduka^ 
shishimuka, 

"Walk, V. enda (ku tniendd). Go 
a walk, wandika. 

"Wall, n. (of mud house) chi- 
ibumbuy luibumbu, 

Wander, v. (go astray) shimina, 
luwa, (stroll about) wandika. 

Want, V. (desire) langa, konka^ 
yanda, (be without) ibula. Be want- 
ing (deficient) cheya. 

War, n. nkondo. 

Ward off, v. koibela. 

Be Warm, v. kasala, wila^ pia. 
Warm oneself, ota. See Hot. 

Warmth, n. {n)kasalOi lumwi. 

Be Warped, v. minama^ -mineme. 

Wash, V. (bathe) samba, (Act., 
e. g. clothes) sanshya. 

Washing-place, n. chisambilo, 

"Waste, V. (throw away) sowa, 

"Watch, V. (guard) linda^ sunga^ 
(pay attention) ibonesha, langisha. 

Water, n. manshi (plur., water in 
general, sing., luinshi, e. g. water of 
a river). Shallow water, small pool, 
puddle, kanshij kenshi. Draw water, 
teka, iapa, 

Waterbuck, n. mukulo. 

Water-hole, n. mukalo {mik,), 
mwala. 

Wave, V. (neut.) pela, suka, 

"Way, n. nshila. 

Waylay, v. ihelamina. 

We, pron. sweiifo, (and, as prefix) 
swe-^ su-y so'j e. g. soonse, solbene. 

Be Weak, v. ihomba^ (lose 
strength, quality, taste) luluka. 

Wealth, n. usambasi, ihf^oni, 
malt. 

Wear, v. (clothes) ywa/a. 

Be "Weary, v. chimwa, lema, 
katala, ibomba, 

"Wedding, n. iSmkwati. 

"Weed, V. epa. 

Weep, V. lila (misosht). 

Weigh, V. ela^ iJbala, Weigh 
upon, lema^ kunamina. 



"Weight, n. chimo, 

"Well, n. mukalo, chikalo, mwala, 
adv. Kaibolu, chine. Do well, 
ibota. Be (get) well, thika^yuma. 

West, n. and adv. kumbo. 

Be "Wet, V. (damp, cold) tontola. 

What, a. -nski, -a ihuyani, i. e. : 
what, what sort of, which? Used 
as affix of verbs, wambanshi? 
What do you say? What (thing), 
chinshi ? In what way, ihuyani ? 

"Wlien, conj., w«, ku, {p)a. 
Intern lili? (At what hour) lisua 
lili? 

Where, conj. ku, mu, {p)a, wa ; 
intern kuli, muli, ali, ku, mu, {p)a. 

Whetstone, n. chinono, 

"Which, intern -nshil 

WTiile, conj. mu^ ku, 

"Whip, n. mutaiula {mil.), 

"Whisper, v. lepela. 

"Whistle, n. (whistling) muloshi 
(mil^, V. lishya muloshi. 

"White, a. Be white (clean, pure), 
tuwa^ 'twite. 

Who, inter, pron. wani? Whose, 
-a wani? 

Wliole, a. (all of) -onse, -umi, 

"Whose, interr. -a wani? 

"Wicked, a. ibii&if -ibi. Be 
wicked, ihicha. 

"Wickedness, n. iS)uihiiSji, ihuiJbi, 

"Widow, widower, n. mushike 
{ilbash.), 

"Wife, n. mukashi {ihak^, muka 
{ibaka^ ibamakd), (second, addi- 
tional) mumpali {ibam.), 

"Wilderness, n. lilundu, lundu, 

"Will, n. moyo. 

Wind, n. mpeyo, luiuo, muwo^ 
kaweshya, 

"Window, n, (light hole) muibenje- 
iSbenje, 

Wing, n. lipapaminwa^ liwawa. 

Wink, V. tanuna. 

Winnow, v. pupulusha, ululula, 

"Wipe off, V. (sweat, dust, &c.) 
yuwa, 

"Wisdom, n. mano. 

V^iBhy^.langa^yanda, n. moyo. 

Witch, Wizard, n. {n)fwiti (— ). 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WITOHOBAJT 



154 



ZIGZAG 



Witohoraft, n* ufwiti* Use 
witchcraft, Iowa, 

"Withy prep, a (of accompani- 
ment), ku (of instrument). With 
me (you), atne, ameibo {awCy aweiJbo). 

Wither, v. (dry up) yuma. 

Withhold, v. (what is due) ima. 

Within, adv. prep, (inside) 
(J>)akati {pa, ka\ mukaii. 

Be Without, v. ^btila, 

"Woxnan, n. fnwanakaskif mukashi 
(ibak,), 

"Wonder, n. (marvellous thing) 
lilwesha {mal,), 

"Wood, n. (thick trees) chisaka, 
lusaka, (material) chisamo, 

"Wool, n. iboya {moya). 

Word, n. chidbo, kambo {twambo). 

Work, n. nchito, mulimo, muse- 
densa, mu'd)eUko, v. (for wages) 
sebensa, ibeleka. 

Be Worn out, v. ibuibulikaf 
chekula. 

Be Worthless, v. uwa, iJbicha, 

Wound, n. chimenga, v. yasa. 

Wrap round, v. pumbatla, 
shingilila. 

Be "Wretched, v. sanka^ penga, 
sulatna. 

Wriggle, V. nyongola. 

Wring out, v. kamuna^ (twist) 
nyona, sunsa. 

"Wrinkle, n. mukonya (mik,). 

Wrist, n. mumboye {mim.). 

Write, V. lemba, iJbala* 



Writer, n. mulembeshu 

"Writing, n. muletnbo, lilembo, 
(ma/.), 

"Wrong, a. -i^/W, -i&t. See Bad. 
Be wrong, iticka, ibija, (against 
custom, not allowable) tonda. 

Yard, n. (for cattle) chintanga, 
(of house, court) luwaya, luansa, 
(measure, of calico) lupande. Half 
yard, mukono. Two yards, mu^ 
kwamba. 

Tear, n. mwaka {miaka), 

Teast, n. tnatnena. 

Tea, adv. ee, eya. 

Yesterday, n. chilo, kilo (also, 
to-morrow). Day before yesterday 
(or, after to-morrow), isona. 

You, pron. (sing.) weiin), we, 
(vocat.) wo, o, (plur.) tnweibo, 
mwe^ (vocat.) no, ino. 

Young, a. -nini, -che, A young 

one, mwana, tmvanike, younger 

(junior) woman or wife, naibunike. 

Be young, i. e. not full-grown, 

fwdba. 

Your, Yours, a. (sing.) -ako, 
(plur.) 'Onu, 

Youth, n. musankwa, mulombe. 

Zebra, n. mbiski (ibam,), chint' 
bishi {iJbach,\ 

Be Zigzag, ▼. minama, -mineme. 
Move in a zigzag, wavy way, 
nyongola, nyongoloka. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OXFORD 

PRINTED AT THE CLARENDON PRESS 

BY HORACE HART, MJl. 

PRINTER TO THE UNIVERSITY 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



